God’s Rebuilding Process
Repent, Return and Rebuild

Steve Flatt
Introduction

These lessons from Nehemiah were written for us, the
New Covenant people, to understand that Jesus Christ
would not take the easy road.

“But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets
testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference,
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and
are justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice
of atonement, through faith in his blood.” (Romans 3:21-
25)

He came from Heaven's throne room and died on that
cross so that you and | could be freed from our sins

Lessons
1. There’s Work to be Done
2. The Power of Pleading
3. Prepared for Possibilities
4. From Idea to Action
5. Dealing with Discouragement
6. The Influence of Money
7. Operation Intimidation
8. Revival
9. Confession is Good For The Soul
10. Revive Us Again

Chapter 1
THERE'S WORK TO BE DONE

Jesus said "Upon this rock | will build my church and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it." (Matthew 16:18)
and "If | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again
and take you with me to be where | am." (John 14:3). Peter
said, "You also, like living stones, are being built into a
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood offering spiritual
sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ." (1 Peter 2:5) Often
this great verse is overlooked but among other things it
states that Christians need to be about the work of building
or rebuilding. We are the spiritual stones who are being set
together for God's purposes.

If there has ever been a time to be reminded of the truth
that God is a builder, it's now. Sadly, many churches lie in a
state of ruin today. Since God adds people to His church we
are speaking of people, not buildings. For all mankind and
especially Christians, the church is the most important and
valuable thing that God has ever built. The construction of
it cost Him the loss of His Son. As it lies in neglect in some
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Elcaywyn

Auta ta padnpata ano tov Negpia ypddtnkav yla epag,
Toug avBpwroug tng NEag AtaBnkng, va katoAdBoupe otL
o Inooug XpLotdg dev Ba Enatpve Tov eUKoAO SpdLO.
«AN\G TWPA EYLVE YVWOTH HLa SKalooLVn armo tov O€o,
€KTOG VOHOU, yla TNV omoia paptupouv o NOUOG kalt oL
Mpodnteg. Autni n dikatoouvn amnd Tov O0 EpPXETAL HECW
™G niotng otov INoou XpLoto o 6AoUG 6GOL TILOTEUOUV.
Aev uTtapyet Stadopa, ylati 6AoL apdptnoav Kot
otepouvtal tn 86€a tou OeoU Kat Sikalwvovtal Swpeav
ard tn xapn Tou péow tNg AUTPpWGNG o PO amno tov
XpLoto Inoou. O Oed¢ tov mapouciaoe wg Buaoia
e€lMéwong, HEOw TNC MLOTNG OTO aipa tou». (Pwpaioug
3:21-25)

‘HpBe amd tnv aibouoa tou Bpdvou tou Oupavou Kat

néBave o€ AUTOV TOV OTAUPO VLA VAL UTTOPECGOUE 0V KL
£yWw va eAeuBepwBoU e Ao TIG OUAPTIEG HaG

Mabfnpata
1. Ymdpyet dovield mov mpémnet va. yivel
2. The Power of Pleading
3. Ilpoetoipacpévor yia Tig SuvaTOTNTES
4. Amd mv 18éa ot dpdon
5. Avryetonion g Amofdppovveong
6. H emppon tov ypnuatog
7. Emyeipnon Expofiopodg
8. Avopimon
9. H &&opoldynon eivar KaAn yio v yoyn
10. Zovtovéyrte pog Eava

Kepahato 1
YMAPXEI AOYAEIA NA TINEI

O Inooug eime: «Xe autdv tov Bpayo Ba xtiow tnv ekkAnoia
pHou kal oL TUAeg tou Adn dev Ba tnv umeploxUoOOUVY.
(MatBaiog 16:18) kat «Av AW Kal 00 ETOLLACW TOTO, Oa
€pBw TAAL kat Ba oag apw pall Hou yla va elpat eKel Tou
elpaw. (lwavvng 14:3). O MNétpog eime: «Kal goelg, oav
{wVTaVEC ETPEG, XTL{EOTE O€ MVEULATIKO OTIITL yLa va elote
LEPO Lepateio Tou MpoodEpeL TVEUUATIKEG Buoieg oTov Oeo
péow tou Inool Xplotou». (1 Nétpou 2:5) Tuxvd auto To
peyaho ebadlo moapaPAénctal, oAAA  peTAfl  GAAWV
SnAwvel OTL oL Xplotiavol MPEMeL va acXoAouvTal e TO
€PYO TNG OKOSOUNONG 1 TNG avolkodounong. Eipaote ot
niveupatikol AlBol mou otrvovtat poll yla Toug oKomoug
Tou O¢eoU.

Av uTtp€e mMoTE pia oTLypn va urtevBupicou e tnv aAnBsta
OTL 0 O£0¢ gival olkodOHOC, gival Twpa. AUCTUXWE, TIOAEC




places and in shambles in others, too many people are
content to just hang in there and do very little.

On an even more personal basis for many, the walls of their
own lives lie in ruin—destroyed by greed, lust, alcohol or
other drugs, bitterness, hatred, selfishness, pride—you
name it. God is looking for people to rebuild their walls. He
is calling for leaders who will call others to action.
Nehemiah responded to that call, he did exactly what God
wanted him to do.

About 1000 BC at the death of King David, his son Solomon
took the throne and reigned for 40 years. At Solomon's
death, his son Rehoboam was made king. But Rehoboam
was not nearly as wise as his father. In fact, he was a very
poor leader. During the reign of Rehoboam, the kingdom
split, never to be united again. Ten of the twelve tribes
formed what was called the Northern Kingdom henceforth
to be called the nation of Israel. The Northern Kingdom was
led by one lecherous, no-good, idol-worshipping king after
another until, in 721 B.C., the Northern Kingdom was
overrun by the Assyrians. They never again appeared on the
scene of history as a nation or as a people. They were lost
forever.

The Southern Kingdom composed of two remaining tribes,
Judah and Benjamin, was known as the nation of Judah.
Judah faired a little bit better than Israel. Most of their kings
also rebelled against God's will, and under the prophet
Jeremiah, God said, "You are going to be taken captive,
too." Sure enough, in 606 B.C. the mighty nation of Babylon
came in and swept away thousands of captives and took
them back home to Babylon. Twenty years after that, in 586
B.C., the Babylonians came again and this time, they
desolated Jerusalem. They laid waste to the temple and the
wall. Later Persia defeated the Babylonians.

But when God predicted Judah's captivity in the book of
Jeremiah, God also said, 70 years later, "I'm going to bring
you back home. I'm not going to let you stay there in
perpetuity." In 536 B.C., exactly 70 years after the first exile,
a man by the name of Zerubbabel led the first group of Jews
back home, and they rebuilt the temple. You can read about
this in the book of Ezra, chapters 1 through 6.

Eighty years after Zerubbabel led that first group back, in
458 B.C. a priest by the name of Ezra led another group of
Jews home. He restores public worship and the reading of
the law. However, many thousands of Jews stayed in exile
in Persia.

In 445 B.C., our story begins in a town of Persia called
Shushan. Shushan was the winter home of the Persian
monarchs and Persia, and at this time, was the dominant
power of the Middle Eastern world. Thousands and
thousands of Jews are exiled in Persia. One of them is a man
by the name of Nehemiah.

Many of the Jews had been back in their homeland for a
long time by the time Nehemiah is ready to come back

eKKANOleg BplokovTal og EPEMWUEVN KATAOTACN CHUEPA.
Eddoov 0 Oed¢ npocbetel avBpwmoug otnv ekkAnoia Tou,
MAGUE yla avBpwroug, OxL yla Ktipla. Mo 6An tnv
avBpwnotnTa kat wdlaitepa toug Xplotiavoug, n ekkAnota
glvol TO TLO ONUAVTIKO KOl TIOAUTLUO TIPAYHA TIOU €XTLOE
TOTE 0 Oeb¢. H Kataokeun Tou Tou oToiXloE TNV amMwAELa
tou Yiou Tou. KaBwg oe oplopéva pépn Pploketal oe
napapéAnon kol o GA\a o epeimia, mapa moAAoi
avBpwrmol apKkoUVTaL OTO va ToPApEivOUV eKEL Kal va
KAvouv ToAU Alya.

J€ MO OKOUN TILO TIPOCWTTKN BAaon yla ToAAoUC, Ta Teixn
™G {wng Toug elval epetmwpéva - kataotpadnkoy amnd tnv
amAnotia, tn Aayveia, To 0AKOOA i} AAAQ VAPKWTIKA, TNV
TUKPla, To HioOG, TOV €ywlopO, TNV umepndaAvela - TO
ovopalete. O ©ego6g avalnta avBpwmoug yla  vo
Eavaytioouv ta teixn touc. KaAel yia ny€teg mou Ba kaAouv
aAoug oe &paon. O Neepiog avramokpiBnke os autd to
KAAsopa, £kave akpLlBwG autd mou nBele o OedG va KAVEL.
Mepimou to 1000 m.X., pe tov Bdvarto tou Bac\id AaBis, o
ylo¢ Tou ZoAopwv avéhaBe to Bpovo kat Bacilede yia 40
Xpovio. Metd to 6dvoto Tou ZoAoUwVTa, 0 YLoG Tou PoBodu
€ywe Baolac. AANG o PoBoap Sev rjtav tooo 6odhog 660 0
TATEPOC TOU. TNV TPAYHATIKOTNTA, ATV £vag TOAU
dTwYo¢ ny€tng. Katd tn Sudpkela tng PBacieiag tou
PoBody, to BaciAelo Stoomaotnke, yla va LNV evwBei moté
Eava. Aéka amo tig dwdeka PUAEG OXNUATLONV QUTO TIOU
ovopalotav Bopelo Baoilelo oto g€ kal Ba ovopdletal
£€6vocg tou lopanA. To Bopelo Bacilelo nyolvtav amo tov
£Val XOPLITWHEVO, LN KAAO, eLOWAOAATPLIKO BACIALA HUETA TOV
GAO péXpL Tou, To 721 m.X., TO Bopelo BaoiAelo
KatoktnOnke amnod toug AcoUploug. Aev epdaviotnkav mote
€ava 01O MPOOKAVIO TNG LoTopiag wg €6vog 1 wg Aadc.
Xabnkav yla mavta.

To Notwo Baocidewo amotelovpevo amd SUo0 UTOAOLTEC
dUAég, Tov lovda kal Tov Beviapiv, ntav yvwotd wg to
£€0vog tou louda. O loudacg Atav Aiyo kaAUtepog amod Tto
lopanA. OL Teplocotepol amd Tou¢ PBac\lddeg Toug
EMOVAOTATNOOV ETIONG EVAVTLA 0TO BEANUA TOu OeoU), Kot
UTO Tov TpodnTn lepepia, o Oedg elne: «Oa cUAANDOEI(g
Kal 00 apaiwtog». Ziyoupa, to 606 1.X. TO mavioxupo
£€0vo¢ NG BoaPulwvag UMNAKE KoL TIAPECUPE XALASEC
OLYHOAWTOUG Kal Toug THpe miow otn Bapulwva. Eikoot
XPOVLO. HETA, To 586 m.X., NpBav fava ol BaBulwviol kal
outn T ¢opd eppuwaoav thv lepovcoinu. Katéotpeav
TOV vao Kal Tov Toixo. Apyodtepa n MNepola viknos toug
BaBuAwvioucg.

AN\ Otav 0 Oeo¢ pogPAee TNV alypoAlwoia Tou lovda
oto BBAio Tou lepepia, o Oeodg eine emiong, 70 xpovia
opyotepa, "Oa og dEpw Miow oTo omtitl. Aev Ba o adrow
va Helvelg ekel yua mavra." To 536 m.X., akplBwg 70 xpodvia
HETA TNV mpwtn efopla, Evag avopag ovopatt ZopoBapei
odnynoe tnv nmpwtn opada EPRpaiwv miow otnv natpida




home. In fact, by the time we pick up with Nehemiah, the
Jews have been back in Palestine for about 100 years. The
question | would like to start with is: Wouldn't you think
with the people, the Jews going back home, having a
hundred years to resettle and to rebuild, don't you think
you would have heard a glowing report about how excited
they were about being back?

Such was not the case; "The words of Nehemiah, the son of
Hachaliah. In the month of Chisleu, in the twentieth year,
while | was at the citadel of Shushan, Hanani, one of my
brothers came from Judah with some other men and |
guestioned them about the Jewish remnant that survived
the exile and also about Jerusalem." (Nehemiah 1:1) "They
said to me, those who survived the exile and are back in the
province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of
Jerusalem is broken down and its gates have been burned
with fire." (Nehemiah 1:3) They have been there for a
hundred years, but after all this time, the Jews who have
returned are living an insecure, vulnerable, cowering
existence there at home, but they are still living like exiles.

If you were Nehemiah, what would it matter to you? After
all you were born in captivity, you've never even seen
Jerusalem, you've only heard about it. It's just ancient
history. You've been an outsider to this Persian Empire, but
you have climbed the ladder of success. You are now the
cupbearer to King Artaxerxes! Now cup-bearer may not
sound all that impressive to you. You may be thinking of a
dishwasher or a waiter at a table or a butler. No. A
cupbearer was a far more prominent and important than
that. The most entrusted of the king's associates, the
cupbearer, tasted the king's food and sipped of the king's
wine before the king would ever consume it. In other
words, he was the royal guinea pig for any assassination
attempt, and in that day and time, there were plenty.
Ancient historians tell us that no one other than the king's
wife had as much influence on all of the king's decisions
than the cupbearer. So, here Nehemiah is, a captive who
has grown up in this culture and in the second most
important position in the kingdom. Don't you think
Nehemiah would have heard the report of the deplorable
conditions in Palestine and just say, "that's a shame! Got to
get back to work. Got to go cash another check!" Here's
what Nehemiah did. "When | heard those things, | sat down
and wept. For some days | mourned and fasted and prayed
before the God of Heaven." (Nehemiah 1:4)

This is not a moment of nostalgia. It is a man in deep, deep
anguish. What's going on in this man's head? Why is he con-
cerned about a city he's never seen? Moreover, what's the
big deal about a wall? Why would that bring you down to
your knees? If we are going to understand together the

TOUG Kal avagytioav To vao. Mmnopeite va Stafdaoste yla
auTo oto BLBAlo tou Eodpa, keddaAala 1 €wg 6.

Oy&ovta xpovia adotou o ZopoPaBel odrynoe ekelvn tnv
TPWTN opdda miow, To 458 T.X. évag Lepéag Ye To dvopa

‘Eobpag obdnynoe pa aAn opdada ERpaiwv oto omitl

AmokaBlotd tn dnuoota Aatpeia KoL TNV avAayvwaon tou
vopou. Qotdoo, ToAAEG xIALadeg EBpaiol pewvay e€dplotol
otnv MNepoia.

To 445 1.X., n wotopila pog EeKva o€ pia ToAn tng Mepoiog
Tlou ovopaletal Zouodv. H Zouodv ATav To XELLEPLVO OTtiTL
Twv Mepowv povapxwv kot tg Mepolag, kal ekeivn tnv
gmoxn, NTav n kuplapxn duvoun tou KOGHOoU TNG MEong
AvatoAnc. XIhadeg kat xhladeg EBpaiol e€opilovtal otnv
Mepoia. Evag amd autoug ival £vag avdpag UE To Ovoud
Neepiog.

MoAAot amo toug ERpaioug eixav emotpéPel otnv natpida
TOUuG ylo oAU Kapd otav o Neepiog eival €tolpog va
eruotpePeL otnv natpida Toug. ITNV MPOAYHATIKOTNTA, AT
TN oty mou Ba ta moU e pe tov Negpia, ol EBpaiot €xouv
eruotpePel otnv NaAalotivny yla mepimou 100 xpovia. To
EPWTNUOA e To omoio Ba NBela va Eekivrow sival: Aev Ba
niloteveg OtTL Ye tov Aao, Toug EBpaloug va emiotpédpouv
oTa  Omitla TOUug, va £XOUV E€KATO  Xpovia  va
enaveykataotabouv kal va favaytioouv, Sev voullelg otL
Ba eixe¢ akoloel pla Aapmepn avadopd yla TO OGO
£vVOOUGCLOOUEVOG EMPOKELTO Va eTLOTPEPOUVY;

AutoO 6ev ouveéPn. «Ta Aoyla tou Neegpia, Tou ylou Tou
XaxaAla. Tov pnva XwoA£ou, TO ELKOOTO £T0G, EVW
BpLokOUOUV OTNV AKPOTIOAN TNC ZouoaAy, atn Xavavl, Evag
arnd toug adeAdoug pou Npbe amd tov lovda e PHEPIKOUG
AGAAOUG AVSPEG KaL TOUG pwTnoa yLo To EBpaikd UTIOAELUA
nou enélnoe amo tnv efopla kaL emiong yw TNV
lepoucaAnu». (Negpiog 1:1) "Mou einmav, 6éool enélnoav
amnd tnv efopla kal eméotpePav otnv enapyia Pplokovrotl
o€ MeydAn toAawmwpila kot vrpomn. To Teixo¢ 1tNG
lepoUCaANL EXEL YKPEULOTEL Kal OL TIUAEC TOU £XOUV KOl e
dwtd." (Negpiag 1:3) Bpiokovtal ekel ylo ekato xpovia,
oAAG peTd amo toéoo Kalpd, ol ERpaiol mou eméotpeav
Touv pla avoodaldr, eVAAWTN, OTPLUWYUEVN Umapén ekel
oto onitl, aA\ad e€akolouBoulv va {ouv oav e€dploTol.

Av noouv o Neepiag, Tt Ba eixe onuaocia ywa céva; Adou
vevvnOnkate oe alypalwoio, Sev €xete el MOTE Kav TV
lepoucaAny, povo €xete akouoet yU' autnv. Eival amiwg
opxaia otopia. ‘Hoaotav €évog o autiv tnv MNepoikn
Autokpatopia, aANG €xete avePel Tn okAAa TG enttuyiog.
Eloal Twpa o kumeAAog tou BaciAla Aptagépén! Twpa to
KOmeAAo pmopel va pnv o0C aKOUYETAL Kal TOOCO
EVIUTIWOLAKO. MTtopel va okEDTeaTE £Va TAUVTHPLO TILATWY
1 €vav oepPLtopo oe Eva TPATED I €vav UnatAep. OxL. Evag
KUTLEAAOUXOC ATAV TIOAU TILO ONUOVTLKOG KOl ONUAVTIKOG
ard auto. O TIO EUNMLOTEVUEVOG OO TOUG GUVEPYATEG TOU
BaolAld, o kUTeAAOG, Sokipace To daynto Tou BaciAld Kot




book of Nehemiah, if we are going to see revival among
God's people, including our own personal revival, un-
derstanding verse 4 is the key.

1. The broken wall said something about the reputation of
his God. Jerusalem was known throughout the ancient
world as the "city of the Jews." It was the place of their
temple. Therefore, it was the dwelling place of their God,
Jehovah. Even the pagans knew that.

"In Judah, God is known. His name is great in Israel. His tent
is in Salem (Salem was the early name for Jerusalem.). His
dwelling place is Zion." (Psalm 76:1-2) "By the rivers of
Babylon, we sat and wept when we remembered Zion.
There on the poplars we hung our hearts, for there our
captors asked us for song, our tormenters demanded songs
of joy. They said, 'Sing us one of the songs of Zion'. How can
we sing the songs of the Lord while in a foreign land?"
(Psalm 137:1-4)

To a Jew a song about Zion and a song about the Lord was
the same thing. Because Zion was where God lived.
Nehemiah felt the burden because he knew the peoples of
the world were saying, "Who is this God of the Jews? We
heard a long time ago, He parted the Red Sea. We heard
about how He conquered kingdom after kingdom. Tell me,
where is His home? Where is the home of His people?
When you pointed to a heap of ruins, it mocked His name."
That is Nehemiah's burden. God is not honored by ruins and
Nehemiah knew that.

2. The broken wall said something about the condition of
his people, and | think that's what really bothered him.
After all these years of being home, his people are still living
like exiles. Rather than restore and flourish in their city, they
are living like jackals. They settle for a survival mentality
rather than a revival mentality.

Nehemiah isn't as interested in a construction project as he
is a consecration project. He didn't just desire to go to
Jerusalem to rebuild walls—he wanted to go home to
rebuild a people. That's his burden! So, here is this godly
man who has a burden on his heart for the reputation of his
God and the condition of his people.

Why was Nehemiah chosen, why did he go? Why did a
cupbearer travel over a thousand miles of desert with
supplies and equipment and materials when he wasn’t
even a contractor?

1. He had a heart that cared. This guy had socially arrived!
He was the right-hand man to the most powerful man on
the face of the earth. He could have stayed on easy street

ATILE A0 TO KPAOL TOU BACIALA TIPLY TO KATAVOAWOEL TIOTE O
BaoAlag. Me ala AdyLa, Atav To BactAKO EpAPATOlWOo
yla kdBe amomnelpa dohodoviag, Kal eKeivn TV NUEPA Kall
v enoyn, umnpxav moAAd. OL apxaiol Lotopikol pag Aéve
OTL Kavevag AAog ekTO¢ amo tn ouluyo Tou PBaotAld dev
elxe TOON emippon o OAEC TIG anmodpAoelg Tou BaciAld amno
tov KUTteAMo. Na, Aourtov, o Negpiag, £évag atypaAwTtog mou
€XEL LEYOAWOEL OE QUTOV TOV TIOALTIOMO Kal otn Seltepn
o onuavtiky B€on oto Paocilelo. Aev vopilete oOtL O
Neeulag Ba eixe akovuoel tnv avadopd yla TG AOALEG
ouvBnkeg otnv Malalotivn kot anmAwg Ba €Aeye: "Eival
kpipa! Mpémnel va emotpeéPw otn SouAeLd. MNpémel va dw
va PeTpiow GAAn pla erutoyn!” No Tt ékove o Neeguiog.
"Otav akouoa auTta Ta paypota, kabloo kot EkAaa. Mo
LEPLKEG HEPEC MEVONOA KOL VAOTEUA KOl TIPOCEUXOUOUV
MMpooTd otov Qb twv oupavwv." (Negpiog 1:4) €vag
OULYUAAWTOG TIOU €XEL LEYOAWOEL OE AUTOV TOV TIOALTIOUO
Kal otn &eltepn o onuavtiky Béon oto PBaocihelo. Agv
vouilete OTL 0 Neepiag Ba eixe akovoel tnv avadopd yla
TIG aBALeg ouvOnKkeg otnv MaAalotivn Kot anAwg Ba éleye:
"Elvaikpipa! Npénelva emotpéPw otn SouAeld. MpémeLva
MAw vo HeTpRow AAAn pla emtayn!" Na T €ékave o
Neegpiag. "Otav dkouoa ouTd Ta MPAyUOTA, KABLoa Kol
Exkhaa. Mo PEPIKEG HEPEC TEVONOA Kol VAOTEUQ Kol
TIPOCEUXOUOUV UIPOCTA Otov Ogd Twv oupavwv."
(Negpiog 1:4) évag ayUAAWTOC TIOU €XEL UEYOAWOEL OF
OlUTOV TOV TIOALTIOMO Kal OTh S€UTEPN TILO ONUAVTIKY B£an
oto BaoiAslo. Aev vopilete 0tL 0 Negpiag Ba eixe akoloel
v avadopd yla TG AL cuvOnkeg otnv MalaloTivn Kal
armAwg Ba €Aeye: "Eival kpipa! Mpénel va emotpéPw otn
SG0oUAELA. MpEmel va mAw va HeTpow GAAN pa ertayn!”
Na Tt ékave o Negpiog. "Otav dkouoa auTA Ta TPAYHUATA,
KaBloa kat ékAada. Mo UEPKEC HEPEC TEVONoA Kol
VAOTEUQ KOL TIPOOEUXOUOUV UMPOCTA OTov Q0 Twv
oupavwv." (Neguioag 1:4)

Aev elval otypn vootalyiog. Eival évag avBpwmog os
Babid, Pabdid aywvia. Tt cupPaivel oto KepAAl autol Tou
avBpwrou; MNati avnouyel yla pio oAn mou dev £xet deL
noté; EmutAéov, molo sivat To peyalo B£pa yla €vav Toixo;
lNati va og yovotioet; EQv MPOKELTAL VA KOTAVONGOUUE pall
To BLBAio Tou Neepia, edv mpokeltal va dolpe avapiwon
petafl Tou Aaol Tou OgoU, cuumepAAUBAVOUEVNG TNG
TIPOOWTILKAC O avayévvnong, n katovonon tou edadiou
4 eival to KAeldi.

1. O omoopévog toixog €Aeye kATL yla tn ¢Rpn tov Osou
Tou. H lepoucaAn NTav yvwoTtr og OAO TOV apxaio KOCUO
WG N «TMOAN twv EBpaiwvy». Htav o tomog Tou vaou touc.
Emopévwe, ATav n katolkio Tou Ogol Toug, Tou lexwpa.
AkoOua Kot oL EL6WAOAATPEC TO NEepav aAUTO.

"Ytov loUda, o Oebdg eival yvwotog. To Gvoud Tou eival
peyaho otov lopanA. H oknvr Tou eival oto ZoAEu (to
JaA£l NTAV TO apXLKO Ovoua TG lepoucalnp.). H katotkia
Tou elvat n Zwwv." (WaApog 76:1-2) "AlmAa oTo TTOTALLLAL TG




and said, "Hey! It's not my problem! Jerusalem is not my
home and if those people want to wallow in spiritual
squalor, just let them!" It's awfully easy for those who are
successful financially to insulate themselves from the real
problems of the world. But instead, Nehemiah took it into
his heart and he made it his burden.

You never build up the broken until you feel the burden.
Nehemiah did. God was looking for a man to mourn over
His city. Until you find people who will mourn over that
which is in ruins, you'll have no revival. May | sadly suggest
that universally the reason we have more sightseers than
we have builders in the church is that too many of us have
hearts that haven't mourned in a long, long time. We just
plug along, doing our own business with our nose to the
ground seeing what is in front of us. We don't really see a
ruined world like our God does. Nehemiah saw a city in
ruins and he dropped down to his knees.

When our hearts are broken over the things that break
God's heart then we'll find a way to do what's right. You can
talk all you want to about technique but it has no bearing.
If your heart's broken over the things that breaks God's
heart, you'll find a way to do what's right.

2. He had a life that was fair. Nehemiah would never have
been the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes if he had not been a
man of character. One of the great misconceptions in the
world is that the foundation of leadership is charisma, not
character. Charisma may shoot you to the top, but char-
acter will keep you there. It's true that God calls us
wherever we may be but He calls us to be something better,
and empowers us to be people of character. Without it, we
cannot be used mightily by God. With it we will bless
everybody we touch.

"Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to
you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate
their faith." (Hebrews 13:7) | think that's a call to Christian
character! You look at the leaders who spoke and who lived
God's Word. You look at their way of life, and you imitate it.
Nehemiah was called because he was a man who was
honest and fair.

3. He was a man of prayer. "For some days, | mourned and
fasted and prayed before the God of Heaven." (Nehemiah
1:4) Do you want to know how many of “some days” were?
"In the month of Chisleu, in the twentieth year." (Nehemiah
1:1) That was when he heard the report. "In the month of
Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes" (Nehemiah
2:1)

he goes before the king. In other words, we can tell what
that is—that's four months. For four months, this man has
been praying to God. One of the greatest needs of most
churches and Christians is to rebuild the walls of prayer. I'm
afraid that most of us have gotten accustomed to living

BaBuAwvag, kaBioape kat kKAapape étav Bupndrkaue tn
Jwwv. Ekel mAvw oTIg AEUKEC KPEUACOUE TIG KAPOLEG Hag,
ylati ekel ol ayypoAwteg pag IAtnoav tpayoudt, ol
Bacavioté¢ Hag Intoloav Tpayoudlo Xapdg. elme:
«Tpayoudnote pog €va omd Ta TpAyoudla TNG ZLv».
(WaApog 137:1-4)

Mo évav EBpaio éva tpayoudi yia tn Zwwv Kat éva Tpayoudt
yla tov Kuplo Atav to idlo mpdyua. MNati n Zwwv Atav kel
mou {oloe 0 Oe0¢. O Nespiag éviwoe To BApog emeldn
N&epe OtL oL Aaol Tou kOopou €leyav: "Molog eival autog o
Oeod¢ Twv loudailwv; AkoUoape Tpwv omo TOAU Kalpo,
xwploe tnv EpuBpda Odhacoa. AKOUCOUE WG KATEKTNOE
BagoiAelo petd anod Paocidelo. Meg pou, MNou eival To omitt
Tou; Mou eival to omitt tou Aaol Tou; Otav deitate Evav
owpo amno epeimnta, yAevale to 6voud Tou». AuTO elval To
Bapog tou Neepio. O Oed¢ Sev TIPATAL Ao £peimia Kal o
Neepiag to A€epe auto.

2. O OMOOUEVOC TOLXOC EAEYE KATL YLAL TNV KATAOTOON TWV
avOpWMWV ToU, KoL VoUW OTL aUTO ATAV TTOU TOV EVOXANOE
TIPOYHATIKA. META amo tooa XpovLa TToU ELvaL OTO OTiTL, oL
avBpwrol tou e€akohouBouv va louv cav e€oplotol. Avti
va amokataotaBolv kal va avBioouv atnv moAn toug, {ouv
ooV TooKAaALa. TupBiBalovral pe pla vootporia emiPBiwong
TIaPA e pla vooTportia avaBiwong.

O Neepiag 6ev evdladEpeTal TOOO yLO £VOL KATAOKEUAOTIKO
£pyo 000 yla €va £pyo adlepwpatoc. Asv HBeAe amAwg va
TasL otnv lepoucalnu yia va avaytiosl telyn - nBeAe va
TIAEL OTTITL TOU yla va Eavaytiosl Evav Aao. Auto eival to
Bapog tou! Na, Aoutdv, autog o euoePrig avBpwmnog mou
€XEL €va Bapog otnv KapSLd Tou yLa tn ¢rpn tou Ogol Tou
KOL TNV KOTAOTAOoN TOU AoU Tou.

Mol eruAéxOnke o Negpliag, yrati mnye; MNatl évag kumeAAog
tafibePe mavw amd xilla piAla epnpou pe TPOUNBELEG,
e€omALopo Kal UAKA, evw &gV NTav Kav epyoAdBog;

1. Eixe kopSLd mou volalotav. Autog o TUmog sixe dptdosl
Kowwvika! ‘Htav to Se€l x€pL Tou mLo LoXupoU avBpwrou
0TO TIPOOWTO TG YNG. Oa prmopolos va eixe peivel otnv
€UKOAN 0680 katva mel, "Teta! Aev eival 616 pou mpodPAnual
H lepoucaAiu 6ev elval to omitt pou Kol ov oautol ot
avBpwrot Bélouv va BubBloToUvV OTNV  TIVEUMOTIKA
aBALoTNTa, amAwe adrote Toug!" Elval tpopepd eUKoAO yLa
ekelvoug ToOU elval  ETUTUXNUEVOL OLKOVOULIKA  va
amopovwBouv amd TA TPAYUOTIKA TPoPARUATA TOU
KOopou. AvtiBeta, o Negpiog To Tripe oTNV KAPSLA TOU KOl
TO €Kave BApog Tou.

Moté Sev XTIELG TO OIACUEVA LEXPL VAL VIWOELG To Bapog. O
Neeplag ékave. O Oeog £dayve yla évav AvBpwro yla va
Bpnvioel yla tnv moAn Tou. MéxpL va Bpeite avBpwroug
miou Ba Bpnvoulv yla autd Tou sival epetmwuévo, dev Ba
£xete avalwnupwon. Oa nBela SucTuXwg va poTteivw OTL
YEVIKA 0 AOYOC TIOU £XOUUE TIEPLOCOTEPOUG TIEPLNYNTEC ATIO




without those walls. Nehemiah grieved and prayed for four
months because he believed in the power of prayer.

Are the walls of your prayer life in neglect? God uses the
person who cares. He uses the person who is fair, He uses
the person of prayer.

4. He had the will to dare. As we will see in our study,
Nehemiah was going to leave his comfort zone and start a
revival. That's the lesson of the incarnation, isn't it? That's
the story of Jesus. If you are going to do a great work for
God, you can't stay where it's easy.

Building will always be harder, more challenging, and more
costly than sightseeing. But staying comfortable will never
be an option for the one whose heart breaks at the things
that break the heart of God.

Nehemiah couldn't stay where it was easy. He said, "Here
am |, send me!" He had the job everybody wanted. The
problem was a thousand miles away, across the desert, and
a place he had never seen. He says, "I'll go, I'll go. I'm not a
contractor, I'm a cupbearer, but somebody has to build the
wall. I'll go."

We all have walls that need to be repaired. Don't we? For

many of us it is a wall of prayer.
Steve Flatt Amazing Grace Lesson #1324 July 27, 1997

Chapter 2
THE POWER OF PLEADING

Richard Elworth Day, in his book Filled With The Spirit,
wrote, "It would be no surprise if a study of secret causes
were undertaken. To find that in every golden era of human
history, it proceeds from the devotion and righteous
passion of a single individual. There are no bonafide mass
movements. It just looks that way. At the center of the
column, there will always be one person who knows God
and who knows where he is going." He is exactly right! That
is why God is always looking for leaders.

In Ezekiel 22:30, God said, "l look for a man who could stand
there and build up the wall and stand before me in the gap
on behalf of my people." then He said, "I could find none."
But He is always looking.

The reason God is always looking for leaders is because
nothing happens without leadership. Everything rises or
falls based upon leadership. That is true when you are
talking about a nation, city, church or family. Everything
rises or falls on leadership and it is really built from the
inside and works its way out.

In the book of Nehemiah, the men had come back from
Jerusalem and they gave the report, "Oh, Nehemiah, it's
terrible. Back in Jerusalem, the wall is down and the people

0,TL €XoUME OWKOSOUOUCG oTnv ekkAnola elval oOtL Tdpa
TtoAAOL amo epdg £xoupe KapSLEC Tou Sev €xouv Bpnvroel
yla TIOAU, TIOAU Kalpo. ATTAwG cUVEEOUE, KAVOVTAG TN SLKN
po¢ SOUAELA e TN pUTN Hag oTo €8adog, BAémovTag TLeivat
UMPOOTA HaG. Asv  PAEMOUPE  TIPAYUATIKA — Evay
KATECTPAUPEVO KOO0 OTWG 0 Oed¢ pog. O Neegpiag eibe
L0 TLIOAN EPEMWLLEVN KL ETTECE OTA YOVATA TOU.

Otav ol kopSLEG pag elval payLOPEVEG yla TTPAYUATA TTOU
payilouv TNV KapdLd Tou OeoU, ToTE Ba BpoUle Evav TPOTO
Va KAVOULE TO OWoTo. Mmopeis va AR OELS O,TL BEAELS YL
TNV TEXVLKN aAAA Sev €xeL kapia onpoaoia. EAv n kapdla oag
elval paylopévn yla mpaypato mou payilouv thv Kapdla
ToUu O¢oU, Ba Bpeite Evav TPOMO VA KAVETE TO CWOTO.

2. Eixe wa Sikawn Twn. O Negpiog 6ev Ba ntav moté o
KUTtEAAOC Tou BaatAla Aptatépén av dev NTav avBpwmog pe
xapaktipa. Mia amno Tt HeyAAEC MTAPOVONOELG OTOV KOO0
glvol OTL To BgpéAlo TNG nyeoiog elval To XApLopa KoL OXL o
XopoKtnpag. To xAplopo UMopel va oag ekTtofeloel oTNV
Kopudn, aAAd o xapaktinpag Ba cag kpatnosl ekel. Eivat
oAnBela OtL 0 Oedc¢ pag Kalel Omou KL av BPLOKOUAOTE,
OAAG pag kaAel va yivoupe KatlL KaAUTeEpo Kot pag Sivel
SUvoun va eipaote avBpwrtol pe xapaktnpa. Xwpig auto,
Sev umopou e va xpnotpomnotnBoupe Suvatd amno tov O0.
Me autd Ba euloyricoupe 6Aoucg 6oouc ayyiloue.
«BOuunbBeite TOUg NYETEC COC TTOU COC Elmav Tov AGyo tou
Oeo0U. Ikedteite 10 anmotéAeopa Tou TPOMOU (WG TOUG Kall
ppnOsite tnv miotn toug». (EBpaioucg 13:7) Nopilw ot
0UTO £ival pLa EKKANGCN yla XpLoTlaviko xopaktipa! Kowrdre
TOUG ny€teg mou piAnoav kot mou €lnoav tov Adyo Ttou
QeoU. Kowrdg tov Tpomo {wng toug Kal tov Hideital O
Neeplag kKANONke emeldn NTav €vag avbpwrmog TIog Kot
Sikatog.

3. 'Htav avBpwmog tng MPOOoEUXNG. «Ma UEPLKEG UEPEG,
mévOnoa kol VAOTEUO KOl TPOCEUXOUOUV EVWTILOV TOU
OeoU twv Oupavwv». (Negpiag 1:4) OéAete va pabete
TOOEC NTAV Ol KUEPLKEG NUEPECY; «2ToV HAva Chisleu, oto
£1KOOTO £€10¢». (Neepiog 1:1) Tote TaV TTOU AKOUGCE TNV
avagopd. «Tov pRva NLodv, oTo £LkooTO £T0C TOU BactAtd
Aptagépén» (Negulag 2:1)

TINYQLVEL UMPOOTA oTov BactAtd. Me dAAa AdyLa, UopoU e
Vo TIOUME TL €lval auto - TEooepL; UAVEC. a TEooepLg
MNVEG, AUTOC 0 AvBpwIog poaoeUxeTal otov Ogd. Mia anod
TIG LEYAAUTEPEC OVAYKEG TWV TIEPLOCOTEPWV EKKANCLWV KOl
Twv Xpotlavwy eivol va avayticouv ta TeElXn NG
nipooeuxnG. GoPapal OTLOLIEPLOCOTEPOL ATIO EUAG EXOULE
ouvnBioel va Jolpe xwpig autolg Toug toixouc. O Negpiog
Opnvoluos KAl TPOCEUXOTOV YLO. TECCEPL UAVEG yLaTi
niioteve otn dUvapn TNG MPOCEUXNC.

Elval mopapeAnuévol ot toixotl tng Lwng TNG MPOCEUXAS
ooc; O Oed¢g XxpnOLUOTIOLEL TOoV AvOpwTo TIoU VoLALeTaL.
Xpnowuomolei TO0 TpoOowmo Tou  eivol  6ikalo,
XPNOLUOTIOLEL TO TPOCWTTO TN MPOTEUXNC.




are living in squalor." Nehemiah wept, mourned, fasted,

and prayed. (Nehemiah 1:4)

When should you pray?

Nehemiah was a man of prayer. I'm fascinated that in the

13 chapters of Nehemiah we find him praying nine different

times. So, when should you pray? You pray before you do

anything else, that's when you pray. Nehemiah'’s praying
lasted over a span of four months. In other words,

Nehemiah kneeled in the presence of God for four months

before he ever took a single step of action. A leader does

more than pray, but he doesn't do anything else until he
prays.

Leaders make prayer a first priority; losers make prayer a

last resort. That is needed counsel especially for those of us

who are Type A personalities. You know what I'm talking
about? Those people who are goal-oriented, achievement
driven and busy people who want to get the job done.

Nehemiah was the epitome of a Type A personality. You

don't rise to be second in charge of a kingdom by just being

a no-count lay-about. This man was an organizer, motivator,

manager and get-it-done kind of guy. In 52 days, he rebuilt

half the wall around the city of Jerusalem. Talk about a Type

Al But, instead of just going out and doing something, the

first thing that Nehemiah does is get alone with God.

A good little book came out a few years ago. The best thing

about it was the title, Don't Just Stand There, Pray

Something. That's exactly what Nehemiah did. He was

God's kind of leader. He was a leader from the knees up. He

was a leader who understood that leading begins with

pleading. You pray before you do anything else.

Why do we pray?

1. Pray to acknowledge your dependence on God. In fact,
the reason we don't pray more is because we don't
think we need to. We think we can handle it on our
own. What's your most common reaction when you
have a problem? | dare say for most of us, the common
reaction is "what am | going to do about this?" When
the reaction should be, "God, what do You want to do
about this?"

All too often we tend to forget what Jesus said "Apart
from me, you can do nothing." (John 15:3) That's pretty
strong. Paul wrote "Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving present your request to God." (Philippians
4:6) What do you pray about? Everything! Present your
prayer with petition. My fruitfulness and my usefulness
for the Lord begins when | recognize my absolute
dependence upon Him. “In Him we live, and move, and
have our being.” The Bible says He holds the world
together by the very word of His power. We take that
for granted. Do you realize the molecules in your body
cling together? Oh, you say it’s the laws of physics and
chemistry. Where do you think those laws came from?

4. Eixe tTn B€Anon va toApnosl. Onwg Ba oUpe ot PeAETN
pag, o Negulog empoketto va adnoet tn {wvn AVECTHC TOU
Kal va Eekvnoet pa avalwoyovnon. Autd eival to pabnua
NG evoapkwong, €tol dev elval; Auth ival n otopia Tou
Inoou. Av TIpOKELTAL VO KAVELG €va oroudaio £€pyo yla Tov
@¢g0, dev unopeic va pelvelg ekel mou eival eUKoAo.

H olkodounon Ba sival mavta mo SUGKOAN, TILO ATIALTNTIKN
KaL 1o daroavnpn amno tny mepLiynon ota aflobéata. AAAG
1O va peivelg aveta Sev Ba elval mote emAoyn yLa ekeivov
TOU omoiou n kapdLd payilel yia ta mpaypato tou payilouv
NV KapSLa Tou Oeou.

O Neepiag 6ev pnopouoe va pelvel ekel Tou NTav UKoAo.
Eime, "ESw elpat, oteide pe!" Eixe tn SouAeld mou oMot
NnBeAav. To mpoBAnua Nrav xiAlo Hidla pakpla, mépa anod
NV £pNUo, Kal €va HEPOG Ttou Bev eixe SeL MoOTE. Afegl, "Oa
nMadw, Ba maw. Aev gipal epyohdBog, ipat kOTeAAOG, oAAG
KATIOLOG TIPETIEL VAL XTIOEL TOV Tol)0. Oa aw".

'OMol €xou e TOlXOUG TTOU TIPETIEL VAL ETILOKEVOLOTOUV. AV TO
Kavoupe; T TOAAOUC amd €pA¢ €ival £vag Toixog
T(POCEUXNG.

Steve Flatt Amazing Grace Ma®nua #1324, 27 louAiou 1997

Kepahato 2
H AYNAMH THZ EKKAAHZHZ

O Richard Elworth Day, oto BtBAio tou Filled With The Spirit,
gypale: "Asv Ba Atav EkmMANEN av ywotov pLol HENETN
HUOTIKWV attwwyv. Na va avakauete OtL og kabe xpuon
EMOXN TNC avBpwrivng Lotoplag, TPOEPXETAL Ao TNV
adooiwaon kal to dikalo nabog evoc Mepovwpévo ATopo.
Agv umdpyouv €uVOIKA MAlKA KvApato. AmAwg £tol
daivetal. ITo KEVIPO TNG oTtNANG, Ba umdpxel mAvta va
ATOMO TOU yVwpileL Tov Ogd Kal Tou E€peL oL mnyaivel."

‘Exel amoAuto Sikio! M autd o Oed¢ mavta avalntd NYETEG.

210 €6adlo lelekin 22:30, o Oed¢ eine: «Avalntw évav
avBpwro mou Ba unopoloe va otabel ekel kat va XtioeL To
TelXoG KAl va oTaBel UmpooTd Lo 0To Kevo yla AoyopLloouo
TOU AooU pou». TOTE €img, «Aev pmopouca va Bpw
Kavévoy. AANG Ttavta PayveL.

O Ab6yog mou o Oeo6g avalntd mavia nyETeg eival emewdn
timota 86ev cupPaivel xwpic nyeoia. OAa aveBaivouv A
nieéptouv pe Baon tnv nysoia. Auto LoxVeL OTtav WAATE yla
£€0vog, OAn, ekkAnoia f owoyévela. Ta ravto avePaivouv
1 TEPTOUV OTNV NYECia KAl Elval TTPAYUOTIKA XTIOUEVN oo
pEoa Kal AELTOUpYEL TtpoC Ta £€w.

Y10 BLBAio tou Neeplia, oL AvTpeg sixav emotpeP et amd tnv
lepouvocaAnu kat £dwoav thv avadopd, "Q, Neguia, sivol
Tpouepd. Miow otnv lepouvcaAny, To Teixog eivol
kateSadlopévo kal ol avBpwrot {ouv oe abAdtnta." O




The reason your body doesn't just go off into space is
because He is holding it all together by the very word
of His power. | pray to remind me of that.

2. Pray to alleviate the burden. Nehemiah dropped to his
knees because he had this bad report about what was
happening in Zion. The Bible says he wept over the
ruins. Rather than simply mourn and moan, he prayed.
He took his problem to God. In Hebrew Nehemiah
means "the Lord is my comfort." Paul said "In
everything offer prayer, and the peace of God which
transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:6) "But those who
hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary. They will walk and not faint." (Isaiah 40:31)
That's why godly people take their problems to the Lord
because His peace follows prayer and God takes that
burden off your back and lets you soar again. It
alleviates the burden.

3. Pray to access God's power. This is the most important
reason of all. Nothing releases God's power like the
prayer of faith. God says, "Call to me and | will answer
you." (Jeremiah 33:3) Oh, if we just had a better
appreciation of the power that God has available for us.

Israel was having trouble with a nation of people called
the Aramians. The Aramians were trying to conquer
them but at every turn, Israel was heading them off and
the king of Aram said, "There's some spy out there who
is telling everything we plan." The people said, "No,
King, there's no spy. There is a prophet in Israel named
Elisha and he knows where we're going." The king of
Aram said, "Then we'll get him." So at night he sent this
huge army with chariots and horses. At daybreak they
had surrounded the city where Elisha lived. A servant
woke up and looked out and said, "Oh, my lord, what
shall we do?" Elisha said "Don't be afraid, those who
are with us are more than those who are against us." (2
Kings 6:16) He prayed "Let their eyes be opened." (2
Kings 6:17) When the servant looked out the window
again, he saw the Aramian army was surrounded by
horses and chariots of fire and that God had blinded the
Aramian soldiers.

My prayer is that God would open our eyes and let us
see the horses and the chariots of fire. | access God's
power through prayer. And Nehemiah did the same
thing.

How do you pray?

1. "Then | said, 0 Lord God of heaven, the great and
awesome God, who keeps His covenant of love with
those who love Him and obey His commands."
(Nehemiah 1:5) Do you remember who Nehemiah
worked for? He worked for a guy named Artaxerxes, the

Neeplag ékhale, Bprvnoe, vhotePe Kol mpoosuxnOnkKe.
(Negpiog 1:4)

Note npénel va mpoosuynOeite;

O Neegplag nAtav avBpwmog tTnG mpooesuyxng. Elpatl
yonteupévog mou ota 13 keddAaila Tou Neegpia Tov
Bpilokoupe va mpooelxetal evvea SladopeTikeC HOpPEC.
Nounov, moTe MpEMeL va ipooeuxnBeite; Npooslxeoal mpv
Kavelg otibnmote GAAo, tote eival mou mpooevuyeoat. H
npooevyn tou Neepia Spkeoe oe SLACTNUA TECCAPWY
pnvwv. Me aAAa AoyLla, o Negpiag yovatios otnv mapouaoio
TOU OgoU ylo TECOEPLG UAVEG TIPLV KAVEL TIOTE €val Brpa

6paonc. Evag ny€tng KAavel meplooOTEpPA QMO TV
npooeuyn, OaA\G Oev KAvel Timota GAAO  MEXPL va
npooeuynOel.

OL NYE€TEG KAVOUV TNV IPOCEUXN TPWTN TtpoTepaLoTnTA. OL
NTTINUEVOL KAVOUV TNV TPOoeuxn €oxatn Auon. Auto
Xpelaletal cupBoUAN el8IKA ylo OCOUC Ao €UAg sipaote
TIPOCWTILKOTNTECG TUTIOU A. Z£PELC YL TIOLO TIPAYHA WAAW?
Autol oL GvBpwrmol Tou eival TPOCOVATOALOUEVOL OTO
OTOXO0, UE YVWHOVO TO ETUTEUYUATO Kol omaoXoAnpévol
avBpwrol mou B£éhouv va ohokAnpwaoouv tn doulAeld. O
Neegpiag Atav n €MITOUN ULOG TIPOCWTTLKOTATAG TUTOU A.
Aev pmopeig va yivelg Sevtepog uneuBuvoc o éva BaciAelo
QIMAWC UE To va eloal aouvaywvilotog. AUTOg 0 AvOpwIog
Atav opyavwring kivntpo, pdavatlep kol TUMOG TOU
£édtiayve. e 52 nuépeg, EavoeyToe To ULoo TelXog YUpw
oo TV OAN tng lepovcoAnu. MiAdue yia tomou Al Opwe,
avti va BYEL Kal va KAVEL KATL, TO TIPWTO TPAYHA TTOU KAVEL
o Neepiog eivat va peivel povog pe tov Oeo.

Eva kaAd UkpO BLBAlo KUKAOGDOPNOE TPV ATO MEPLKA

xpovia. To KAAUTEPO MPAyHa o€ auTo ATav o TitAog, Don't

Just Stand There, Pray Something. Autd akplBw¢ €kave o

Neeplag. Hrtav to €i6o¢ Tou nyétn tou Oeov. Htav ny&tng

and TA yovara Kol mAvw. Htav évag nyétng Tmou

KatoaAdBalwve OtL n nyeoia apyilel pe v mapdakAnon.

MpooeUXECOL TIPLV KAVELG OTLONTIOTE GAAO.

Mati tpoosuXOHaoTE;

1. MpoosuynBeite yla va avayvwpioete tnv e€dptnon oag
amd Tov Ogd. ITnV MpayHaTIKOTNTA, 0 Adyog mou Sev
TIPOCEUXOUOOTE TIEPLOCOTEPO £ival EMELSN TLOTEVOUUE
otL bev ypelaletal. Nopiloupe OTL pmopoUpE va To
SlOXELPLOTOUME  poOvol pog. Mowa eivat n o
ouvnOlopévn oag avtibpacn Otav avilpetwrilete
TiPOBANUa; TOAUW VO TTw YLt TOUG TTEPLOCATEPOUG OO
EUAG, N Kown avtidpaon eivat "t Ba kavw ylo auto;"”
Otav n avtibépaon Ba £mpemne va eival, "G pou, T
B€AeLg va KAVELS yla aUTO;"

MoAU ouxvad Telvoupe va Eexvapue autd mou eime o
Inooug «EKTOG amo péva, Sev UMopeite va KAVETE
timota». (lwavvng 15:3) Auto eival moAu Suvato. O
MavAog éypae: «Mnv avnouyeite yla tinota, aA\a oe
OAQ E TIPOOEUXN KAl TMAPAKANCH, LE guxaploTia va
TMIPOUCLACETE TO altnud oog otov Oeod».




Persian king, who was the most powerful man on the
face of the earth. The man who is Nehemiah's boss is
the king of the world. But the first thing Nehemiah does
is go to the King of the universe. He goes to the King of
Kings and recognizes who the real ruler is. He starts his
prayer with two things that we teach our children to
pray. He says, "God is great, and God is good." See what
he says: “Our God is the great and awesome God, the
King of Heaven. God, you are good. You keep your
covenant of love."

Praise is simply acknowledging God for who He is; a) He
deserves our praise, and b) He is the King. When you
focus on the greatness of God your problems shrink.
Nehemiah experienced that, have you? He did not
allow the difficult circumstances to diminish his need or
desire to praise God. He said, "God, | know our situation
is a mess, but you are bigger than the mess. God, | know
that the problems in Jerusalem are great, but You are
greater than the problems."

When things in my life are going well, when
circumstances are lined up in a rosy fashion, I'm quick
to praise God. God is great, God is good! But when I'm
in despair, when | feel like I'm at the end of my rope
because circumstances around me are as negative as
they can be, it's harder for me to praise. Nehemiah says
God, | praise you—I don't care what the circumstances
are. It doesn't make any difference. You are bigger than
my circumstances and the more | praise, the smaller
those circumstances get.

Confess your sins. "Let your ear be attentive and your
eyes be opened to hear the prayer your servant is
praying before you, day and night, for your servants the
people of Israel. | confess the sins we Israelites,
including myself and my father's house, have
committed against you. We have acted very wickedly
towards you. We have not obeyed the commands,
decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses."
(Nehemiah 1:6-7) Nehemiah was not born when lIsrael
was taken into captivity but he could identify with the
sins that caused their downfall and captivity. When you
start extolling God for His wonderful righteousness and
holiness, then your own smallness and sinfulness
becomes more apparent.

The prayers of other great men of Scripture have a
common thread, they identify personally with the sins
of the people. One of the most righteous men who ever
lived was Daniel, not one negative word written about
Daniel. "We have sinned and done wrong. We have
been wicked and rebelled. We have turned away from
your commands and laws." (Daniel 9:5)

Ezra came back as a priest to restore public worship. He
was a great and godly man, but look what he prayed,

(@unnotioug 4:6) Ma molo mpaypa npooelXeoTe; Ta
navta! Mopoucldote TtV  TPOCEUXH 0AG UE
napakAnorn. H kapnodopia pou Kal n xpnowotnTd pou
yla Tov Kiplo €ekva otav avayvwpilw thv amolutn
e€aptnon Mou amd Autdv. «Ie Autov {oUps,
KLVOULOLOTE KoL £XOUE TNV UTtapén pag». H BiBAog Agel
OTL KPATA TOV KOO0 EVWHEVO LLE TOV (810 ToV AOYOo TNG
Suvaung Tou. To Bewpoulpue 6ebopévo.
AvtidopBaveote OTL T MPOPLO. OTO OWHA OOC
TipookoAAwvTaL PHeTaty Touc; A, Ae¢ OTL €ival oL vouol
™G PUOLKAG Kal TNG XNHelag. Amo mou muoteleTe OTL
nponABav autol ot vopor;, O AGyog mou To GWHA CoU
6ev To va ¢plyete oto Sldotnua eival emeldn to
ouykpatel OAa pall pe tov i6to Tov Adyo TnG SUVAUNG
Tou. Npoosuxoual va Hou To BUULoEL QUTO.

2. Mpooeuyxnoou yla va avakoudioelg to Bapog. O Nesuliag
yovartioes emeldn eixe autn TNV Kakn avodopd yla to Tt
ouvéBatve otn Zwov. H B{BAog AéeL OtL ékAae avw
arod ta epeimia. Avti amAwg va Bpnvel kat va ykpialel,
nipoosuxnOnke. Mnpe 10 MPOPANUA Tou otov Ogod. ITa
eBpaikd Nehemiah onuaivet «o Kiplog eival n
nopnyopld poux». O MavAog elne: «Ze OAL v KAVETE
T(POOEUYXN, KAL N ELPARVN Tou OgoU Tou uTepPaivel kAOe
vonon Ba GUAGEeL TIG KapSLEC KOlL TO VOU 0aG eV XPLOTW
IncoU». (D\mnincioug 4:6) "AAAA 600l eAnti{ouv oTOV
Kuplo Ba avavewaoouv tn dSUvapn tous. Oa aveBaivouv
ota ¢tepd ocav oaetolr Ba TpEyouv kal Oev Ba
koupalovtal. Oa mepmaTouv Kot dev Ba AutoBupoiv."
(Hoaiag 40:31) ' autd ol euoePeic avBpwrol
peTadEpouv Ta PoPARUATA Toug oTtov KUpLo emeldn n
elpnvn Tou akoAouBel TNV Tpooeuxn KoL O O€0¢
adatpel autd 1o Bapog and TNV MAATN CAG KAl OOG
adnvel va netdatete ava ota LY. AaAUvel To BAapog.

3. MNpooeuxnBeite ylwa va ONMOKTANOETE TPOOBACN OTN
SUvapn Tou @goU. AuTog elval O TILO CNUOVTLKOG AOYOG
ard 6Aoug. Timota dev aneAsuBepwvel tn SUvaun Tou
@eol 600 n mpooeuyn TG Tiotng. O BOedg Aéel
«KaAeog pe kat Ba cou amavinowy. (lepepiag 33:3) Ay,
av giyape amAdwg kKaAuTepn ekTipnon tng Suvaung mou
£xeL otn &1aBeon pag o Oeo¢.

To lopanA avtipetwnile mpoPARpata pe €va €0vog
avOpwnwyv Tou ovopdlovtav  Apopwwteg. Ot
ApaLWTEC TpooTIaBoU AV VA TOUC KATOKTAGOUV, aAAG
oe kGOe otpodn, to lopanA toug obnyolos Kol O
BaolALdg Tou Apd elme: « YIIAPXEL KATIOLOG KOTAOKOTIOG
ekel £€w mou AéeL OAa 6oa oxedlaloupe». O Aaog elmne:
"Oxt, Bao\ld, v UTIAPXEL KATAOKOTIOG. YTIAPXEL EVAG
npodnAING oto lopanA mou ovoualetal EAlcoalé Kot
E€peL moL mape". O BaotAldg Tou Apdyp eime: «Tote Ba
Tov Tapoupe». Etol tn vUxta €0TElNE QUTOV TOV
TEPAOTLO OTPATO HE Appata Kol GAoya. To Enuépwpa
elyav meplkUKAWOEL TNV TIOAN Omou {ovoe o EAlocalE.




"Oh my God, | am too ashamed and disgraced to lift up
my face to you. My God, because our sins are higher
than our heads, and our guilt has reached the heavens."
(Ezra 9:6) We are so individualistically minded in
America, that kind of thinking seldom crosses our
minds.

When is the last time that you confessed the sins of this
nation and identified yourself as part of the problem?
When's the last time you've done that and said, "God,
I'm sorry. I'm a big part of this." Oh, no, we like to pray
for God to help those heathen, pagan people that are
out there doing all those terrible things. When's the last
time you confessed the sins for your church? When's
the last time you confessed your part of the sins for
your family? Society teaches us that you are only
responsible for you. That's just not true! You are your
brothers' keeper. We are all in this together and there
will never be revival where there is no sense of
community responsibility.

Leaders accept the blame, but losers pass the buck. If
you want to be a leader, you'd better be quick to accept
the blame and be quick to share the credit. Losers, on
the other hand, are always accusers and excusers. Do
you ever see them? They always say it's their fault and
they are the reason it's like it is. Let me tell you why I'm
not involved in all this! Nehemiah stepped to the plate
and said, "God, I've never been to Jerusalem, and |
don't know any of the homefolk there, but | want to tell
you I'm sorry. I'm part of the problem."

3. You claim God's promises. Nehemiah prays, "Remember

the instruction you gave your servant Moses saying, 'If
you are unfaithful, | will scatter you among the nations,
but if you return to me and obey my commands, then
even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, |
will gather them from there and bring them to the place
| have chosen as a dwelling for my name."
(Nehemiah1:8-9) He's claiming the promises. He
prayed to God saying “I've read your book. I've read in
that you promised if we disobeyed you, you'd send us
into exile. (Leviticus 26:33) You kept that promise. But
God You also promised that if we return to You
spiritually. You would gather us up and bring us to the
place where Your name dwells. (Deuteronomy 30:4) I'm
calling boldly on you now, God. Keep your promise."

That boldness may blow some of your minds. In fact,
most of you would think it very presumptive to even
use the word "remember" in the context of God. Now,
God, You remember what You promised. If that is your
thinking you need to read your Bible more because all
the way through it you find people reminding God
about what He promised. Abraham did it, Moses did it,
and David did it. Every one of the prophets did it. They
said, "God, | call to your remembrance your promises."

‘Evag unnptng Eumvnoe kot koitafe €€w kal elme: "Q,
KUpLle HouU, TL va kKavoupe;" O EAloocalé eime: «Mn
doBaoal, avtoi mou eivat pall pag eivat meploocdtepot
amd ekelvoug Tou eival evavtiov pagy. (2 BaoWéwv
6:16) MNpooeuxnBbnke «A¢ avoifouv Ta paTLa TOUG. (2
Baol\éwv 6:

H mpoosuyn Hou elval va avoiel o Ogdc Ta pATLa POg
Kal va pag adnoet va doUpe ta dloya Kal Ta upLva
apuata. Exw mpoéoPfacn otn Suvapn tou Osol péow
™G mpooeuXnG. Kat o Neguiag €kave To (610 Tpaya.

Nw¢ npoosuxeoay;

1. «Tote eina, 0 KUple Oe€ tou oupavou, 0 PeYAAOG Kal
doPepdg Oedg, mou tnpel T Stabnkn tng ayanng Tou
e 6ooug Tov ayamouv Kol UTIAKOUOUV OTIC EVTOAEG
Tou». (Negpulag 1:5) Quudote yla molov epyalotav o
Neegpiag;, AoUAeue yla €vav Tumo ovopatt Apta&épén,
tov Népon Bool\ld, o omoiog ATav 0 LOXUPOTEPOC
avBpwmo¢ oto mpoowmno tng yng. O avBpwmog mou
elval to adevtikd tou Neegpia egival o BactAldg tou
KOopou. ANAG TO PWTO TIPAYUA TIou Kavel o Neepiag
elval va mdael otov BaolAld tou ocuumavtog. Mnyaivel
otov BaolAld twv Bac\éwv kal avoyvwpllel molog
glvol 0 TPAYUATIKOG NYEUOVAG. ZEKLWVA TNV TIPOCEUXNA
Tou pe 8V0 TpAypaTa TToU SLEACKOUE oTa ALSLA LG
va tpooevyovtal. Aéel: «O Oeo¢ eival peyahog Kal o
@¢e0¢ elval kaAog». Asite TL AéeL: «O Oedg pag eivat o
peyalog kal poBepog Oedg, o Baothdg twv Oupavwy.
Oc€ pou, eioat kahog. Tnpeite tn SLaBRKN TNG Ayanng
ooy,

Emaivog givatl amAwg va avayvwpilelg tov ©€o yu' auto
mou eival. a) Afilel tov €mawo pag, kat B) Eivat o
Baow\idg. Otav eotidalelg oto peyaleio tou Oeol ta
nipoBARpata oou cuppikvwvovtal. O Negplag to Blwoe
QUTO, €0U; Aev enétpee ot SUOKOAEG OUVONKEG va
MELWOOULV TNV avaykn f Tnv embupia tou va Sofalel
Tov O¢0. Eine, "Oté pou, &€pw OTL N KATACTACH HOC
elval éva xaog, aAAd eoU elocol peyoAUTEPOG ATIO TO
X0oc. Og€ pou, &pw OtTL TO TMPOoPANUOTA OThV
lepoucaAnu eival peyda, oAAG oV sloat peyaAUTepOC
arnd ta npofARpata.”

Otav ta mpaypata otn {wr Hou TAve KaAd, otav ol
TIEPLOTACELC TIAPATACOOVTAL PE POSLVO TPOTIO, OTEVUSW
va §ofaow tov Oed. O Od¢ elval peydlog, o Oeo¢ sival
KaAog! AN Otav elpat og anoyvwon, étav viwbw otL
Bpilokopal oto TéAOG TOU OKOWLOU pou emeldn ot
ouVONKeg yUPW HOU Elval 000 TILO APVNTIKEG UITOPOUV
va elval, gival o SuokoAo yla péva va enawvéow. O
NeepiagAéeL Ocg pou, og 50EGlw—beV e VOLATEL TIOLEG
elval oL ouvOnkeg. Aev €xel kapia Siadopa. Eloal
MEYOAUTEPOG QMO TI( TEPLOTACEL; HMOU KOl OGO
TIEPLOCOTEPO EMOVW, TOOO ULKPOTEPES YIVOVTOL QUTEG
Ol OUVONKEG.




Does God need to be reminded?" No! "Has God
forgotten His promises?" No! Then why do we claim the
promises of God in prayer? Because it helps us
remember what those promises. Presumptive? No!
Nothing pleases God more than when you remind Him
of one of His promises, because you are stating to God
that you believe Him.

Do you realize there are over 7,400 promises from God
in the Bible? Over 7,400! Now, some of those are in a
context where they have a restricted audience for a
restricted time. But most of them are universal in their
scope and that is why they have been recorded for us.

Boldly make your petition. "They are your servants and
your people whom you redeemed by your great
strength and your mighty hand. Oh, Lord, let your ear
be attentive to the prayer, this your servant, and to the
prayer of your servants who delight in revering your
name. Give your servant success today by granting him
favor in the presence of this man." (Nehemiah 1:10)
Nehemiah has a heart that's breaking. He's mourning
over Jerusalem. He's willing to go there. He's willing to
rebuild the wall, but in order to go he's going to need
the king's permission.

That's going to be easier said than done because King
Artaxerxes is an unbeliever and Nehemiah is his right
hand man. This is the man whose trust has grown over
the years to the point that he tests the king's food and
drinks of the king's wine. Now Nehemiah is going to say
“Oh, King, can | take a little three year leave of absence?
Also, would you equip me with men and equipment so
| can go 1,000 miles from here and rebuild a wall that
you don't know anything about?” What are the odds
he's going to say yes? Nehemiah knows that his
cleverness and his articulation and his personality are
not going to get it done. He also knows that God can do
it, so he prayed "God give me success." (Nehemiah
1:11)

Have you ever prayed boldly, "God, give me success in
what I'm asking you to do." If not, what do you pray for?
We should not be afraid to pray for success when what
we are trying to do is advance the Kingdom of God.

When Arnold Palmer was back in his prime as the
world's greatest golfer, he was in Saudi Arabia and he
was doing a little golf exhibition. The king of Saudi
Arabia was so impressed that he told him before he
leaves that he needed to give him a gift. Palmer said,
"Oh, don't give me a gift. | was paid to come over here."
The King said, "You don't understand our culture. For
me not to give you a gift would be a great insult upon
me. So, what gift would be appropriate?" Palmer didn't
know what to say, so he said, "Just give me a golf club."
He said, "Fine". The next morning, an emissary arrived

2. E¢opoAoynoTe TIG apaptieg oog. «Ag €lval IPOCEKTLKO TO

0UTL OOU KaL TO LATLOL COU QVOLXTA YLOL VO KOUGOUV TNV
T(POCEVYI) TIOU TIPOCEVUXETAL O UTINPETNG OOV UITPOOTA
ooU, HEPQ Kal VUXTA, Yla TOUG UTTNPETEG OOU, TOoV Ao
tou lopanA. Opoloyw TI{ OUOPTIEC TIOU EXOUME
Slampactel epeig ot lopanAiteg, cupneplhappBavopévou
TOU €QUTOU MOU Kal TOU OTITol TOU TOTEPQ HOU
Evavtiov oou. Kavape moAl movnpd anévavti gou. Agv
UTIOKOUCOE OTLG EVTOAEG, T SLATAYUATA KAl TOUG
VOHOUC TIou €8woeC otov umnpétn cou Mwuon».
(Negpiog 1:6-7) O Neepiog Sev yevvnBnke otav o
lopanA oénynBnke oe aypalwoia, aAAd pnopolos va
TOUTLOTEL e TIC QUAPTIEG TTOU TIPOKAAECQV TNV TTTWON
Kal tnv atypoAwotia touc. Otav apyilete va upveite Tov
@b yla tnv umépoxn Sikatoolvn kal aylotnta Tou,
TOTE N 8K 00G ULKPOTNTA KOL OUAPTWASTNTA YiveTal
o epdavng.

OL TpooeUXEC GAAWVY HeydAwv avdpwv tng Mpadng
£€XOUV €va KOO VAL, TOUTI{OVTOL TIPOCWTIKA HUE TLG
opaptieg Twv avBpwrniwv. Evag and toug o Sikaoug
avBpwroug ou £lnoav ToTE NTav o NTAvLEA, oUTE pLa
opvnTK A€ mou ypadtnke yia tov NtavieA. "Exoupe
OpOpTACEL Kol oblkoUpE. ‘Huaotav Tmovnpol Kal
EMAVOOTATAOAUE. ATIOMOKPUVONKOUE ATIO TIG EVIOAEG
KOl TOUG VOUoUG oou." (AaviiA 9:5)

O Eobpoc emeotpee WG LEPENAC YLO VO ATTOKATOOTI OEL
™ Snuooia Aatpeia. Htav évag ormoudaiog kol euoePNG
avBpwrmog, aAAd Koita TL tpoaeuxnOnke, "Ot€ uou,
VIPEMOMAL KOL VIPEMOMAL TIOAU yld va ONKWOW TO
TIPOOWTO Hou ot oéva. O£ pou, ylati oL apaptieg pog
elvot uPnAOTEPEC amo ta KepAALla Hag Kal N EVOXI HOG
édtaoe oL oupavol." (Eobpag 9:6) Eipacte tOOO
OTOLLKLOTIKOL OTNV ALEPLKH, TTIOU OTIAVLA TIEPVAEL Otd
TO HUAAO pag TETOLOU eldoug okEYN.

Mote elval n televtaia popd mou eopoloynoate TIg
OHOPTIEC aUTOU TOu £6VOUC Kol avayvwploate Tov
£0UTO 00¢ WG UEPOC Tou TipoPANpatog; Mote eival n
televtaio ¢popd mou To €kaveg autd Kal eimeg, "Oeé
pou, Aumapot. Eipat peydhog polog og autd". Q, oxi,
MOG OpECEL VO TPOCEUXOHUAOTE yla Tov Qo va
BonBnoel ouTtoug TOUG eldwAoAaTpLkoug,
elOWAOAATPEG avBpwmoug Tou eival ekel €fw Ko
KAVOUV OAal QUTA T TPOUEPA TipAypata. Mote ATav n
televtaia popd mou e€opoloynoate TIC apaptieg yla
v ekkAnola cag; Note Atav n teAeutaio ¢opd mou
e€opoloynoate To HEPOC TWV QPAPTLWV OAC Yla TNV
olkoyéveld oag, H kowwvia pog Sl8dokel OtL elote
umevBuvol povo yla €04G. Auto amhda 6ev elval
oAnBela! Eioat o puAakag twv adepdpwv cou. Elpacte
oMol pallt os autd kat Sdsv Ba umapgel TmoTE
avalwnupwaon Omou Sev UTIAPXEL ALOONUA KOLVOTLKAG
gubuvnc.




at his hotel and hand him the deed to a 300-acre "golf
club." The moral to that story is when you are in the
presence of the king don't bother to ask for small
things. Ask for great things.

Let's pray boldly. There is nothing wrong with asking
and praying to God for success if what you are doing is
ultimately for the glory of God. In fact, if we can't ask
God to bless what we’re doing, then we need to be
doing something else. It's just that simple. Praise Him,
confess your sins, claim the promises and boldly ask for

success.
Steve Flatt Amazing Grace Lesson #1325 August 3, 1997

Chapter 3

PREPARED FOR POSSIBILITIES

We tend to gravitate to one of two extremes when it comes
to the will of God. We rush on ahead or we refuse to move
a step. Instead, what we need to do is pray and prepare so
when God opens the door, we will be ready to move at His
pace. Nehemiah, a godly man, was burdened with the news
that the wall of Jerusalem is in shambles. He prays not just
once or twice but regularly over a span of four months. This
lesson examines his planning and preparation for doing
God's work.

Principle

Even when the cause is His, God may wait to open a door.
It's hard to understand and it's even harder to explain, but
it is a fact. Many times in the Bible, you see people who
thought, for sure, they knew what God wanted them to do,
and they just rushed ahead. Remember Moses? He thought
"when he went out and slew that Egyptian, surely, all the
Israelites will know that God's using me to deliver them and
to rescue them." No, they didn't! In fact, the next day they
came out and looked at him and said, "Are you going to kill
us like you did the Egyptian?" (Acts 7:25) Now, what Moses
didn't understand was: yes. God was going to use him to
deliver the Israelites but not then. He was going to use him
40 years later. Moses ran on ahead of God. That's what we
often do. We get an idea, we feel confident it must be God's
will, after all I'm a Christian and | thought of it. So surely it's
God's will. We forge ahead assuming that God will clear a
path.

But not Nehemiah. He prayed until God opened the door.
“In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King
Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, | took the wine
and gave it to the king. | had not been sad in his presence
before. So the king asked me, 'Why does your face look so
sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness
of heart.' | was very much afraid." (Nehemiah 2:1-2) He has
been fasting and praying now for four months. Apparently,
nobody knew that.

Ol ny£teg amodexovtal tnv euBuvn, al\d oL NTTnuEvol
Tepvolv Ta Asdtd. Edv OfAete va yivete ny£tng,
KaAUtepa va anodeyteite ypriyopa Tnv euBUVN Kal va
polpaleote yprnyopa Ta evonua. OL xauévol, and tnv
GAAnN, elval mavta katryopol kat Sikatohoyntég. Ta
BAEmelc TOTE; Aéve Ttavta OTL dTalve auTol Kat elval o
AOyo¢ mou eival €tol. Na oou ntw ylati dev acyoAoupal
pe 6Ao auto! O Negpiag rye oTo TLATO Kal £ine: «Og€
Hou, 8ev €Xw TAEL TTOTE oTNV lepoucaAn Kat dev E€pw
KaVEVOV OO TOUC KAToikoug eKel, aAAd BéAw va oou
Tw OTL AuTtapat. Eipat pépog tou mpoPAnuarog. "
AlekSikeite TG umoox€oelg Tou Oeol. O Negpiag
npooel)eTAL: «QUUNoou TNV 0dnyla mou £6waoeg otov
unnpétn cou Mwuon Aéyovtag: «Av sioal anotog, Ba
o€ Slookoprmiow ota €6vn, aAAd av emOTPEYPELS OF
MEVA KoL UTTOKOUOELG OTLG EVIOAEG HOU, TOTE AKOUA KL
av 0 g£0plLotog Aadg cou PploKkeTal OTOV MO HAKPLVO
opilovta , Ba TOUC CUYKEVTPWOW Ao eKEL Kal Ba Toug
bEpw oTOV TOTO TToU SLAAEEQ WG KATOLKIA YLO TO OVOUA
pou.» (Negpiog 1:8-9) AlekSIKel TIC UTOOXEOCELG.
MpooeuxnBnke otov Oed Aéyovtag «AlaBaca to BLBAlo
oou. AwdBaco OtL  umooxéBnkeg OTL av o€
napakovupaote, Ba pog €otelveg gfopia. (AsuLtikod
26:33) Tnpnoote autrnv tnv unooxeon. AMA o Oe0g
UTLOOXEBNKEG eMiong OTL av eMLOTPEYOU LE TIVEULATLKA
o€ 2éva. Oa pag paleveg kol Oa pog £dbepveg oToV TOTO
OTIOU KQTOLKEL TO Ovoud Zou. (Asutepovouto 30:4) 3¢
KOAW PE TOAUN Twpa, O, Kpatd tnv umtdoyeon cou."
AutH n TOAUN Hmopel va avaTvagel HEPLKA oMo Ta
MUOAG 00C. TNV TPAYLLATIKOTNTA, OLTIEPLOCOTEPOL ATIO
€oa¢ OBa Bewpoloatre TOAU UMOBETIKO va
XpnoLllomoleite akoun kot tn A€En «Bupdpol» oto
mMAaiolo tou Oeol. Twpa, Oeé pou, Bupdoatr TL
UTLOOXEBNKEG. AV QUTO ELVOL TO OKETTTLKO 0O, TIPETIEL VAL
Slapaoete neploocodtepo T BiBAo oag ylati oe 6An tn
Sladpopn Bpiokete avBpwroug va umevbupilouv atov
Oed auta mou umoox£bnke. O APpadp TO €Kave, O
Mwuorng to €kave kat o Aapid to £kave. Kabe évag ano
Toug MPodNTeC To £Kave. Eimav: «Ot€ pou, og Bupaual
TIG UTTOOXECELG oou». Xpeldletal va umevBupiletal o
Oedbc;" Oxt! "Exel Eexdoel 0 Oed¢ TIC UTTOOXEDELG TOU;"
Ox1! Tote yiati SlekSikoUpE TIC UTIOOXECELG TOU OegoU
otnv mpooeuyn; Emedn pag Bonba vo Buupdupacts
TIOLEG QLUTEG OL UTIOOXECELS. YoBetTiko; Oxt! Timota Sgv
guyaplotel tov O£d6 meplocdtepo amd oOtav Tou
umevBOuuilelg plo amd TIC UTOoXEOEL Tou, €MeldN
SNAwWVeLG oTov O OTL Tov TMLOTEVELS.

AvtihapBdaveote OTL umdpyxouv TAvw amo 7.400
UTLOCXEOELG Ao Tov Oeo6 otn BifAo; Navw amo 7.400!
Twpa, pepKa amd auta Bplokovtal oe éva MAdiolo
OTIOU €XOUV TIEPLOPLOMEVO KOO YLlA TIEPLOPLOUEVO
XPOVIKO Sldotnua. Ta TEPLOCOTEPO OHWE  €lval




It reminds me of what Jesus said in the Sermon on the
Mount. He said, "When you fast and when you pray, don't
disfigure your face, don't go out on the street comers and
wail and weep. Enter into your closet and get the job done
there." Nehemiah didn't flaunt his piety. But one day after
four solid months of prayer and bearing the burden for
Jerusalem, he couldn't help but wear his heart on his face.
The king looked at him and said, "Nehemiah, | know you.
Why are you so sad today?" Nehemiah was afraid. Why was
he afraid? It was a capital crime to be sad before the king of
Persia. If you frowned in the presence of the king, you could
have your head lopped off. Nehemiah was afraid first
because his countenance was putting his life at risk. He was
saying by the look on his face, "King, there is something that
makes me so sad that even your presence can't brighten me
up." But there is a second reason for his fear, and that dealt
with what he was going to have to ask Artaxerxes.
Nehemiah wanted to go to Jerusalem and rebuild the wall
and revive the people.

The Jews were in captivity because the Babylonians had
carried them off? But the Babylonian Empire had been
overtaken by the Persian Empire. The Persians were not
nearly as interested in keeping captives in exile. So under
the rule of the Persian kings, Cyrus, Darius Xerxes, and
Artaxerxes large groups of Jews and other captive people
were allowed to return home. That's how the other groups
had already gone back. A new ethnic group was now
present, the Samaritans, a race composed of Gentiles who
had intermarried with the remaining Jews. The Samaritans
now occupied the land and opposed every effort of the
Jews to rebuild their Jerusalem.

A long time before Nehemiah, Ezra the priest who led the
second wave of Jews back from exile. He records a letter
from those opposing to the efforts to rebuild the city to King
Artaxerxes. "To King Artaxerxes, from your servants the men
of Trans-Euphrates: The king should know that the Jews
who came up to us from you have gone to Jerusalem and
are rebuilding that rebellious and wicked city. They are
restoring the walls and repairing the foundation." (Ezra
4:11-12) These men are writing to Artaxerxes saying that
the Jews are trying to rebuild that wicked and rebellious
city.

Artaxerxes writes back, "The letter you sent us has been
read and translated in my presence. | issued an order and a
search was made and it was found that this city has a long
history of revolt against kings and has been a rebellion and
sedition. Jerusalem has had powerful kings ruling over the
whole of Trans Euphrates, and taxes, tribute and duty were
paid to them. (v. 18) ... "Now issue an order to these men to
stop work so that this city will not be rebuilt until I so order."
(v. 21) This is one of the main reasons Jerusalem was still in
a state of disrepair at the time of Nehemiah." Artaxerxes
had ordered it. Have you ever heard the expression "it's as

KaBoAlkd oto €UPOG TOUC KalL ylI' QUTO €xouv
nxoypadnOel yla epacg.

4. Kavte ToAunpa tnv avadopa oag. "Eivat ol SoUAoL cou

Kal 0 AaOC 0oV ToUG omoiloug AUTPWOEG HE TN UEYAAN
oou Suvaun kot to duvatd cou XépL. Q, Kiple, ag
TIPOCEXEL TO QUTL OOU OTNV MPOCEUXH, AUTOC 0 SOUAOG
OOU, KOl OTnv TPooeu) Twv 6oUAWV Oou ToU
xaipovtalL va céfovialL to Ovopd ocou Awoe oTovV
UTINPETN OOU EmITUXla onuepa Silvovtag Tou xapn
UTIPOOTA 0€ aUTOV Tov avBpwro». (Neguiag 1:10) O
Neegpiog €xel pla kapdld mou omadel. Opnvel ya tnv
lepoucahnu. Eival mpoBupog va maesl ekei. Eival
npoBupog va Eavaytioel to Teixog, aAd yLa va taeL Oa
XPELAOTEL TNV Adela Tou BactALd.
AuTo Ba glval Lo EUKOAO VAl TO TIELG TTOPA VOL TO KAVELG
yiati o PBacldag Aptagépéng elval amiotog Kat o
Neepiag eival to g€l Tou x€pL. AUTOG lval o avBpwrtog
Tou omolou n gumiotoolvn £xel auénBel pe ta xpovia
oe onpeio mou Soklpalel To Gpaynto Kal Ta MOTA TOU
Bao\Ld ano to kpaoi tou BactAd. Twpa o Negpiag Ba
nel «Q, BOolAld, UMOpWw va TAPW HLA ULKPN TPLETH
adela anovaoiag; Eniong, Ba pe e€OMALLEG pe AvEpEG KoL
g€omAlopnd, Wote va pmopw va maw 1.000 pikia and
6w kal va favoytiow évav toilxo yla tov omoio dev
E€pelc Timota;» Moleg eival ol TBAvVOTNTEG va TEL val;
O Neepiog E€peL otL n e€unvada tou, n apBpwon Kat n
TIPOCWTTILKOTNTA TOU S€V TIPOKELTAL VA T KOTAPEPOUV.
Zépel emiong OTL 0 @ebdg UMopPEL va To KAVEL, yU' auTo
npooevynNBnke «O BOegdG¢ va pou OWOoeL smiTuxiay.
(Negpiag 1:11)

‘Exete mpooeuxnBel mote pe TOAUN, «Ogé pou, dwoe
HOU ETLTUXLOL O QUTO TIOU 00U {NTW VoL KAVELG». Av OXL,
yla tL mpooeUxeoal;, Asv mpémel va ¢ofouaocte va
TIPOCEUXOMOOTE  ylO  €mtuyla Otav  outd Tou
TiPpooTaBoULE VA KAVOUE €lval va MPowBnooUE TN
BaotAeia tou Oeov.

Otav o ApvoAvt MNaApep enéotpede 0TNV QKL TOU WG
0 HeyaAUTepoC MaUKTNG YKOAD OTOV KOOMO, ATAV 0T
Jaoudikn Apafia kot Ekave pLa pkpn €kBeon ykoAd. O
Baoc\ldg tne aoubdikng Apaflag evIiuMwolAoTnKE
TO00 oAU TIoU ToU £ime mpLv PUYEL OTL ETIPETIE VA TOU
Kavel éva dwpo. O Malpep eime, "Q, Un HOU KAVELG
Swpo. MAnpwOnka ya va £pBw edw". O BaotAldg eime,
"Aev kataAaBaivelg Tov MOAMTIOUO pag. To va pHnv oou
Kavw 6wpo Ba Nrov peydAn TPooBoAn yia péva.
Nourov, oo Swpo Ba Atav katdAAnAo;" O NdAuep dev
AEEPE TL VO TIEL, KL £TOL €ME: «AWOE POV £va HIAoTOUVL
vkoAd». Eime, "Qpaia". To emdpevo mpwi, £vog
aneotoApévog édptace oto fevodoxeio tou Kal Tou
napedwoe to €yypado oe €va «ykoAd kAaprm» 300
oTpePpaTwy. To nBwkd didayua authig Tng Lotoplag
elval 6tav Bpilokeote otnv mapoucia tou BactAtd, punv




sure as the law of the Meads and Persians" or "it's as fixed
as the law of the Meads and Persians"? If you have you
know what it means. It meant that the law of the Meads
and Persians never changed. Once they set it, it was set!

When King Artaxerxes asked "Nehemiah, what's wrong?"
He's afraid because he was about to ask the king to
reconsider his own unchangeable law. That's pretty much
reason for anxiety. It is a mistake to assume that great
leaders aren't afraid. Every great leader is afraid! Every
human being is afraid! But great leaders are able, when
they know the course and they see the door opening, to
move ahead in spite of their fears.

So look with me at verses 3 and 4 (now back in Nehemiah
2, our text). We read then: "But | said to the king, May the
king live forever; why should my face not look sad when the
city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates
have been destroyed by fire. The king said to me: What is it
you want? Then | prayed to the God of Heaven." Have you
ever stood in the presence of a prayer being answered? |
mean, right then you look and think, "I've been praying for
this!" (Nehemiah 2:2-3)

Nehemiah has been praying for God to do something to
save Jerusalem. Now the king asks, "All right, Nehemiah,
what do you want?" Nehemiah blurts out the reason for his
fallen countenance and he offers what | call a "bullet
prayer". He just blurts it out and shoots it straight up to
Heaven. Then he said, "So, | prayed to the God of Heaven,
and | answered the King, if it pleases the king and if your
servant has found favour in His sight, let him send me to the
city in Judah where my fathers are buried so | can rebuild
it." (Nehemiah 2:4)

By the way, you can do two things at the same time. You can
walk and chew gum, and you can pray and talk even at the
same time. There have been times when | have been in a
crucial meeting, haven't you, when | have sent one of those
bullet prayers and said, "God, put the right words in my
mouth NOW! | shoot one of those bullet prayers right there
on that pew every Sunday before | walk up here. I've been
on the scene of a tragedy where somebody was absolutely
berserk, and they look a-round to you to give them some
word of wisdom, and you don't have a clue what to say. I've
sent one of those bullet prayers and said, "God, | have no
idea. Just don't make it come out like a fool. Put something
there that will make some sense and be of some help."
The problem is most people don't spend four months in
prayer like Nehemiah. They expect just a bullet prayer to get
the job done. Bullet prayers are only effective when they
have that bedrock of prayer behind them like Nehemiah.
But Nehemiah said, "0 God, you have opened this door. He's
asking me what | want. Just make me say the right thing."
You see, Nehemiah had to wait on God to open a door but
now opened, would God have to wait on Nehemiah?

pmeite otov KOMO va {NTHOETE ULKPOTPAYLATO.
Zntrote onoudaia mpaypata.

A¢ mpooeuxnBoUe pe TOAUN. Agv elval KOKO va {NTAG
Kal vo pooel)eoal oTov OO0 yla emiTuxia, av auto
TIOU KAVELG elval TeAkd yla tn 66&a tou BOeol. TNV
TIPOYHATIKOTNTA, v €V UIMOPOUE va {NTrCOUE amo
Tov Og0 va eUAOYNOEL AUTO TTOU KAVOUE, TOTE TIPEMEL
va KAVOUE KATL GAAo. Eival tdéco amAo. Aofdaote Tov,
efoloAoynote TIC apapTie oag, OLEKSIKAOTE TIG
UTIOOXEOELG KoL {NTHOTE YE TOAUN emttuyia.

Steve Flatt Amazing Grace Ma®nua #1325, 3 Auyouctou 1997

kedaAatlo 3
ETOIMAZMENOZ 1A TIOANOTHTEZ

Teivoupe va €Akoupe oe €va amo ta 6U0 Akpa OtTav
T(POKELTAL YL To BEANUa Tou OcoU. MPoxwWPAHE BLACTIKA N
0PVOUHOOTE VO KAVOUPE €va Brpa. AvtiBeta, autod mou
XPELAETAL VA KAVOUME €lval va TpoosuxnBoUue Kal va
TIPOETOLUAOTOUE, WOTE OTav 0 O£0¢ avoiel Tnv mopta, va
elpaote £tolpol va KivnBoupe pe to puBbuo Tou. O Negpiag,
€vag Beooefng avBpwmog, emiPapuvOnke Pe tnv eidnon otL
TO TElX0G TNG lepoucalnp ival o epeimto. MpoaslxeTal OxL
povo pia n dVo ¢dopég, aAAA TAKTKA ot SldoTnua
TEOOAPWY MNVWV. AUTO TO UaOBnua efetalel Tov
TIPOYPOUUATIOUO KAL TNV TIPOETOLUAGIA TOU yLa VA KAVEL TO
£pyo Tou OeoU.

ApXRAKOMN Kal Otav n attia givat Sikr) Tou, 0 Oed¢
UIOPEL VO TTEPLUEVEL VA AVOLEEL pLa TOpTaL.

Elvar 8Uokolo va 1o KatoAdBelg kal eival akopa TLo
SdUokoho va to efnynoelg, aAld eival yeyovog. MoAAEC
dopéc otn BiPAo, BAémelc avOpwmou¢ mou micteuay,
olyoupa, néepav tL BeAe 0 OedC va KAVOUV, KoL OTAWC
£0TIEVOAV UTIPOOTA. OUUAOTE ToV MWwUoH; SKEPTNKE «OTAV
Bynke £€w Kkal okOTWOE AUTOV Tov AlyUTTLo, olyoupa, OAot
ol lopanAiteg Ba E€pouv OTL 0 O£OC e XPNOLUOTOLEL yLa va
Toug eAeuBepWOEL Kal va Toug owaoely. OxL, dev To ékavay!
MdaALoTa TNV EMOUeVN HEPA Bynkav £Ew Kal Tov Koltagav
Kal elrav «Ba Lag OKOTWOELG OTIWG EKAVECG TOV ALYUTTTLO; ».
(Mpagetg 7:25) Twpa, autd mou Sev katdAaBe o MwUGONG
Atav: vat. O Oed¢ EMPOKELTO VA TOV XPNOLUOTIOLOEL YLO VO
eleubepwoel toug lopanAiteg aAAd OxL TOTE. OO TOV
xpnoluomnolovuoe 40 xpoévia apyotepa. O Mwuong £tpete
UTMPOOoTA amo tov Oeo6. Autd kdvoupe cuxva. Maipvoupe
pLa L€a, viwBoupe alyoupol OTL TpENeL va elvat to BEAnUa
Tou OeoU, TeAkd eyw» O ma Christian kol To OKePTAKAUE.
Jiyoupa Aoumov eivatl BéEAnua Ogou. Mpoxwpape pUnpootd
umtoB£tovtag OtL 0 Oo¢ Ba avoifel £va povomart.

OxL 6pwg o Neepiag. Mpoosuxndnke PEXPL TIOU O O£0G
avolée tnv mopta. "Tov pAva Niodv, Tou elkooTtol £ToUG ToU
Bao\ld Aptatépén, otav Tou £bepav Kpaoi, TR To Kpaaot
Kal To €6woa otov BactAld. Asv giya AumtnBei mpwv amnd tnv
napoucia tou. Etol o Boolhdag pe pwtnos: Notl To




Principle

When God opens a door be ready to walk through it.
When God opens a door be ready to walk through it!
Artaxerxes asked Nehemiah, "What do you want?"
Nehemiah didn't say, "Um, well, Artaxerxes, let me get back
with you on that, all right." That wouldn't have worked!
When the door cracked, Nehemiah had his grocery list
ready. He had four months to get his speech ready, and I'll
tell you what, he knew it well.

1. He asked for permission.

He said let me go back so | can rebuild it. Then the king with
the queen sitting beside him asked me, "How long will your
journey take and when will you get back?" It pleased the
king to send me, so | set a time. | want to tell you something,
folks. Some jaws dropped in the court that day. There were
people surrounding that king who had never seen a Persian
king change his mind before. Certainly not about a law! He
changed his mind because of the hand of God and because
of the presence of a man who was willing to be used by the
hand of God. That's why! Artaxerxes asked, "What do you
need and when do you get back?"

2. He asked for is protection.

Once he asked for permission, he says now he needs
protection: "l also said to him, if it pleases the king may |
have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates." (v. 7)
Does Trans-Euphrates ring a bell with you? They are the
same men who said, "Stop these Jews from building this
city!" Nehemiah asked "Can | have a letter so that they will
provide me safe conduct until | arrive in Judah?" Nehemiah
has received permission to go; now he's asking for
protection. It's a thousand-mile journey. He's got to go
through a lot of provinces. People didn't travel freely in
those days. You had to go through proper precautions. This
request tells us that Nehemiah had thought this out, prayed
for this opportunity and is confident that God would allow
him to go. Managers focus on solving today's problems and
leaders focus on solving tomorrow's problems. Now you
need both.

3. He asked for is for provision.

Look at verse 8. He said, "And may | have a letter to Asaph
the keeper of the king's forest so that he will give me timber
to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple
and for the city wall and for the residence that | will occupy,
and because the gracious hand of my God was upon me,
the king granted my request." (Nehemiah 2:8)

Nehemiah said, "King, you have issued a decree that the
city of Jerusalem couldn't be rebuilt. | want you to change
that law, | want to rebuild that wall and | want you to pay
for it. While you are at it, throw in enough materials to build
me a house and to fix the temple back up, too." Don't you
love that? He said, "l want you to give me lumber from the
forest, | want you to give me soldiers from the army, | want

TIPOOWMO oou dalvetal Téco Aumnuévo otav Sev eioal
appwatog; PoBopouv moAl». (Neguiag 2:1-2) NnoteUeL Kal
TIPOCEUXETAL TWwpPaA £6W Kal TEOoePLC UNveC. Mpodavwg,
Kaveig 6ev to yvwplle auTo.

Mou Bupilel auto mou eine o Inooug otnv Ent tou Opoug
OutAia. Eime, "Otav vnoTelELg Kal OTaV MPOCeVXEDTAL, LNV
TIAPOUOPPWVELS TO MPOOWNO cou, PNV Pyaivelg otoug
Spopoug mou €pyovtal Kal kKAaive. Mrmeg otnv viouldmo
oou Kot kKave tn Souleld ekel." O Neepiag dev emudeikvue
TNV €UOEPeld Tou. AAAG pLOl PEPO PETA ATIO TECOEPLS
oTaBepoUG UNVEC TPOCEUXNG KoL TTOU GAKWOE To BAPOG yLo
v lepoucalniy, dev pmopolos mopd vo ¢GOpPECEL TV
KapdLd Tou oto MPOcwTo Tou. O BactAldg Tov Koltate kot
elne: "Negpla, oe &pw. Natl eioat tOco Aumnuévog
onuepa;" O Neeulog PpoPnbnke. MNati ¢ofotav; Hrav
KebOAALWEEG EyKANUA Vo Eloal AUTINUEVOC UMPOCTA OTOV
Bao\ld tng MNepoiag. Av cuvodpuwbeic mapoucia Tou
Baoc\ld, Ba pmopoloeg va cou KOYouv To KepdAl. O
Neepiag poBotav mpwta ylati n 6dn tou £6ste TN {wn TOU
oe kivbuvo. Eheye amd to BAéppa oto mMPOowmnd Tou:
«Baol\a,

Ol EBpaiot NTav aypdAwToL eMeldr] Toug eixov TAPEL oL
BaBuAwvio;, AMG n BaBuAwviakr Autokpatoplo eixe
Eenepaotel anod tnv Mepotkn Autokpatopia. Ot Népoeg dev
evlLadpEPONKAY TOCO VO KPATAOOUV OUXUAAWTOUG OTNV
e€opla. Etol, und tnv kuplapyia Twv MNepowv BacAladwy,
tou Kupou, tou Aoapeiou Zé€pén kalL Tou Aptaépén,
EMETPANN O peyaleg opadeg EPpaiwv Kot AAAwv
OLYHOAWTWY va emLoTpEéPouv ota omitia touc. Etol eiyav
noén yuploet ol AA\eg opadec. Mia véa €Bvikr opada nrav
Twpa Tnapovca, oL apapelteg, P GUAR  TIOU
arnotelouvtav ano EBvikoug mou eiyav mavipeuTel e TOUG
umoAounoug EBpaioug. Ol Zapapeiteg katéhafav twpa Tn
yn Kot avtitdxbnkov os kaBe npoomnabeta twv ERpaiwv va
Eavaytioouv TNV lepoucaAn i Toug.

MoAU katpo TpLv amo tov Neepia, o ‘Eadpoc o Lepéag mou
odnynoe 1o deltepo kKU Twv EBpaiwv miow amd tnv
efoplo. Kataypddel plo €mMOTOAN omd €KElvOoug TOU
avtitiBevtal oTic mpoomABeleg avolkodoUNong TNG OANG
npog Tov Baoc\d Aptafépén. «Itov Baold Aptafepén,
artd ToUuG UTINPETEG 00U, TOUG AVTPEG Tou Yriepeudpatn: O
Bao\ag va E€pel OTL oL EBpaiot tou pbav Kovta pag ono
goéva, mnyov otnv lepoucaAnp kat Eavaytilouv autn thv
ETIOVAOTATLKA KoL Ttovnpr TtOAN. ArtokaBLloTtoUv ta TElXN Kot
enokeualouv tnv Bepélo." (Eobpag 4:11-12) Autol ot
avépeg ypadouv otov Aptaeptn Aéyovtag otL ot loudaiot
npoomnaBbolv va favoyTioouv authl TNV Tovnpn Kal
ETIOVALOTATLKN TIOAN.

O Aptatepéng ypadel miow: «H emotoAn mou pog oteilate
Slapaotnke kal PeTadpdoTnke Tapoucia pou. Edwoa
Slatayn Kal €ywve €peuva Kal Slamotwlnke OTL auth N
TIOAN €XEL HaKpd LoToplia e€€yepaong evavtiov BacAéwy Kal
unnpée eféyepon kaL eféyepon H lepoucalnu eixe




you to give me money to pay for this thing." Nehemiah was
ready to walk through a door God had opened. Nehemiah
had been praying for four months but as he was praying he
had been preparing. He was sure that God was going to
honor his request, that he had his plan of attack ready.
God was the one who opened the door. Nehemiah said so
acknowledging "Only by the hand of a gracious God could
this have happened." But revival still waited on Nehemiah
to walk through that door. Just like revival waits for you and
me to walk through.

Essential lessons about faith and preparation.

Faith is instigated by prayer. Prayer is our only affective
response to a closed door especially when that door is in
the form of another person. Those, by the way, are usually
the hardest closed doors to deal with. | propose to you that
really the greatest problems in your life, right now,
yesterday or tomorrow, are problems that deal with a
relationship strain. You cannot physically, intellectually, or
emotionally change another person. But our God can for He
masters in changing hearts.

Nehemiah didn't do what we sometimes think we'd do. He
didn't try to manipulate the king present some phony story,
deceive him, trick him, or play games with him. He first
talked to God about him. For four months, he prayed, God,
you've got to do something with this king. "The king's heart
is in the hand of the Lord. He directs it like a water course
wherever he pleases." (Proverbs 21:1)

That's true not only for kings; it's true for bosses, spouses,
parents, children, and co-workers. God can change hearts.
Sometimes He changes circumstances to change hearts. |
don't really know how He goes about doing that but He can
through prayer, patience and planning.

1. Prayer

The greatest need of the church today is a recovery of a
belief in the power of prayer. Too many of us have given up
in the church and in our personal lives. We think some
doors are permanently closed and we've given up. We've
not put those doors before God. God, you've got the power
to open them.

Sometimes | think we are like elephants at a circus. Have
you ever gone to the circus and seen the elephants that are
tethered to those little bitty stakes? I've never seen an
elephant rip that stake up and run amuck and tear the tent
down, have you? Do you know why? Because when they
were little they tethered them to those stakes. When they
were babies, they tried to break away but couldn't move.
After they tried for a few days or a few weeks, they assumed

navioxupoug BactAladeg mou kuBepvoloav oAOKANPO ToV
Ynepdg Eudpdrn, kat toug katafdarloviav ¢popot, ddpot
Kot popotL. pExpL va to Statdlw.» (€8. 21) Autog elval €vag
ard Toug KUPLoug AGyou¢ yLa Toug omoioug n lepoucainu
ATAV OKOUO Of EPEUTWHEVN KOTAOTAON TNV €MOXf Tou
Neepia». To eixe mapayyeilel o Aptaépeng. Exete akoUoEL
TIOTE TNV €kdpaon «eival TOco olyoupo 660 0 VOUOG TwV
Mndwv kal Twv MNepowv» 1 «eival 16oo otabepdg 600 o
vOuHoG Twv MAdwv kal twv Mepowvy; Av €XeLg EEPELG TL
onuaivel. Autd onualve OtL 0 VOUOG Twv Meads Kol Twv
Mepowv 6ev dMae moté. MOAG to €otnoav, Htav
otnuévo!

Otav o Poaoldiag Aptagépéng pwtnoe "Neegpla, T
oupBaivey" @ofdral ylati empokelto va {NTHOEL ATO TOV
BagolAld va eMaveEETAOEL TOV AUETABANTO VOUO TOU. AUTOG
elval oxedov o Adyog yla to dyxog. Elvar AdBog va
umoBécoupe OTL oL peydlol nyéteg Sev poPouvtal. Kabe
peyahog nyEtng poPartat! Kabe avBpwmog dpofdrtat! ANG
oL peydloL nyéteg eival oe Béon, otav yvwpilouv tnv
nopeia kot PAémouv TNV TOPTA va  avoiyel, va
TIPOXWPNOOoULV TopA Toug pOBouc Toug.

Agite Aountdv pali pou toug atiyoug 3 kat 4 (twpa nicw otov
Neepia 2, to Keipevo pag). Aapaloupe tote: «ANG eina
otov Baci\id, ag (ot o BactALldg yla mAvTa: ylatl va pn
daivetol AUTINUEVO TO TPOCWIO HOU OTOV N TOAN Omou
glval Bappévol ol MOTEPEG MOV €lval EPELMWUEVN Kal Ol
TIUAEC TNG €xouv KataoTtpadel and dwtid. O BaclAdg ine
otov Eyw: TiL BéAelg; Tote mpoosuxnbnka otov Oed ToUu
Oupavou." ZTaBnKaTE TOTE EVWITLOV LAG TIPOCEUXAG TTOU
ELOOKOUOTNKE; OEAW va Tw, OUECWCG HETA KOLTAC Kol
okédteoalt, "MpoosuxnOnka yia autd!" (Negpiag 2:2-3)

O Neguiag MPOCEVUXETAL Yla TOV OO va KAVEL KATL Yl Vol
owoeL TNV lepoucaAni. Twpa o BaclAldg pwtd: "Evidtel,
Neepla, Tu BéAelg;" O Neepiog Eekabapilel Tov Adyo NG
TIEOUEVNG TOU OYPNG Kol TIPOodEPEL AUTO TIOU QATIOKOAW
«mpooeux He odaipec». AMAWC to BoAwvel Kol TO
ektoeVel kateuBelav otov MNapadeloo. Tote gime: «AoLmov,
TipoosuxnNOnka otov Oed Tou oupavoU, KoL ATTAVTNOO OTOV
Baol\Ld, av sival apeotog oTov BactAld Kal av 0 UTINPETNG
00U BPNKE XApn OTA LATLA TOU, A€ E OTEIAEL OTNV TTOAN TOU
lovda, Omou sival oL MOTEPEG pou. BAPUEVO yla va TO
Eavadtiafw». (Nespiag 2:4)

Mapepmuntdoviwg, pmopeite va kdavete SU0 mpaypato
tavutoxpova. MTMopeite va TEPTIATIOETE KOL VO POOATE
TolYAa KL UTMOPELTE VA TPOCEVXEOTE KAl VO AGTE aKOUN
Kal toutoxpova. Ymip&ov OTWHEC TOU NUOUV O ML
kplowun ouvavtnon, £€tol dev ival, Otav £0Tela pLa amod
QUTEG TIG TPOOEUXEC e odaipeg Kat lma, "Oeg pou, BAAe
TG OWOTEC AEEELG 0TO oTOpa Hou TQPA! NMupoBoAnoa pia
oo QUTEG TIC TIPOCEUXEG HE 0daipeEG OWOTA EKEl 0 AUTO
1o otaoidL kabs Kuplakr mpotol mepnathow £dw. Exw
Bpebel otn oknvr pag tpaywdiag Omou KAmowog nrav




that for the rest of their lives, they could never uproot that
stake. Those multi-ton behemoth don't even try. | wonder
how many times as Christians we forget the immense
power of Heaven at our disposal, but we have just given up
asking. Faith is instigated by prayer. What doors need to be
opened here? What doors need to be opened in your life?
You start by bowing your head and your heart.

2. Patience

People are an impatient lot. Some may pray about
problems and challenges. But we see a closed door and pray
about it a day or two. Then we set our plan in motion. There
is not a single model of faith in the Bible that didn't have to
wait a long time. How about Moses in Midian for 40 years?
How about Elijah down by the Cherith Brook where for the
better part of three years, he was fed by birds. How about
David in a cave as he fled from Saul for a decade? How
about John the Baptist in the desert?

For four months, Nehemiah had the same entry in his
journal. He could have written down "prayed again today-
nothing happened." I've come to begin to learn that God
uses waiting for us to abandon our self-willed solutions.
Nehemiah learned what God wants to teach us, that He will
keep the door closed until there is no doubt who opened it
so that he will receive the glory. Faith is improved by
patience.

3. Planning

It is inclusive planning. Some people assume that faith
requires a think nothing and do-nothing mindset that just
sits back and says, "Okay, God, | know it's unspiritual to have
goals. You do it!" Well, quite candidly | don't see faith as
being synonymous with disorganization. To the contrary,
Nehemiah's faith was strengthened by his planning and by
his preparation that he had done when there was no reason
to make any preparation. When God opened the door, he
was going to be ready to walk through it.

That does not mean God honors man's wisdom. It means
God is honored by a thoughtful eagerness to fulfill His
wisdom. | think that's critical. In management circles, the
adage is "failure to plan is planning to fail". But that's also
very Biblical as long as God is the ultimate architect in the
plan. "Faith is praying for rain and then carrying an
umbrella." That's exactly right. It is planning and preparing
for God's possibilities.

Reasons we don't pray for God to open doors in our lives,
in our churches or in our nation are:
1. We're afraid He won't open them. So, we don't pray.

telelwg BUPWUEVOC Kal o Koltdlouv yUpw-yupw yla va
TOUG el oodia, Katl Sev £xelg Mia L6€a Tt va nw. Eotela
HLO OO QUTEG TLG TPOOEUXEG HE odaipeg Kal elna, «Oeé
pou, Sev £xw O€a. AMAG pnv To KAvelc va PByaivel cav
avonTto. BaAte katL ekel mou Ba £xeL KAmoLo vonua Kot Ba
ooc BonBnoew.

To mpoPAnua eival OtL oL Teplocotepol avBpwrot Sev
TEPVOUV TEGOEPLG UAVEG OTNV TIPOCEUXH ONwg o Neeguiag.
MepLuévouv POV HLa TIPOCEUXN UE odalpeg yla va Yivel n
Souleld. OL TPOOEUXEC UE OPOipEG Elval ATIOTEAECUATIKEG
HOVO OTAV £XOUV QUTO TO BEUEALO TNC TPOCEUXNG TILIOW TOUG
omwc o Negpiag. AAA o Negpiag sime, "Oe€ pou, Avoléeg
auTtnv Ty opta. Me pwtdel Tt BEAw. ATAQ KAVE LLE VAl TIW
TO owoTO". BAénete, 0 Negplag EMPEME VoL TEPLUEVEL TOV
@ed yla va avoifel pla mopta, aAdd Twpa avolée, Ba
Enpemne o Oe0¢ va meplpével Tov Neeplia;

Apxn Otav o O0¢ avolyeL pa nopta, va eioTe

£TOLHOL VAL TNV TIEPTIATI OETE.

Otav 0 ©e6¢ avoifel pla mopta, va €l0Te ETOLUOL VA ThV
niepnatoste! O Aptaépéng pwtnoe tov Neepla: «Tu
B€AeLg;» O Negpioag Sev sine: «Ep, kald, Aptaépén, dos pe
va emavéABw pall oou yla auTo, evtatew». Autd dev Ba sixe
Aettoupynoet! Otav payloe n mopta, o Negplag gixe £toun
™ Alota pe ta mavionwAeia tou. Eixe T€ooeplc UNAVES yLa
VOl ETOLUAOCEL TNV OpAla Tou, Kot Ba oag nw, To REepe KaAa.

1. ZAtnos adela.

Mou eine doe pe va yupiow yla va to favadtiaéw. Tote o
Baoc\ldg pe t™n Pacilicca mou kdABetal SimAa Tou e
pwtnoe: "MNooco Ba Slopkéoel to TaldL ocou kal mote Oa
eruotpedelg;" Euxaplotnoe o BaotAldg va pe oTellel, £ToL
opLoa wpa. OEAw va oo mw KATL, tadld. Kamolo cayovia
£€nMecav OTO OLKOOTAPLO €KElvn TNV nuépa. Ymipxav
avBpwrol yUpw amod autov tov BactAd ou Sev eixav Set
noté MNépon BactAld va aAAalel yvwun mpv. Ziyoupa oOxl
yla vopo! AAage yvwpn Adyw Tou XeploUu tou Oeol Kal
AOYw TNG mapouciog evog avBpwrou mou NTav mpodupog
va xpnolpomnotnBel and to xépL tou Oeou. Na yuati! O
Aptaépéne pwtnoe: «TL xpeldlecol kat mote Ba
ETUOTPEYPELG; ».

2. ZAtnoe gival npootacia.

MOAL {ntnoe adela, Aéel Twpa OTL XpeldleTal mpootacia:
«Tou elma KL eyw, av 0pECEL 0TOV BACIALA OG EXW YPALMATA
0TOUC KUPBEepPVATEC TOU Yrepeudpdtn». (oT. 7) Tag XTUTIA N
Kaumava o Ymepsudpdtng Eival ot iSlol mou elmav:
«ITOHATAOTE auTtouc Toug EBpaioug va xticouv autn tnv
nioAn!». O Negpiog pwtnos "Mmopw va €Xw £va YpOoppa
WOTE VO HoU TtopEXouv aodadr cuumepldpopd UEXPL va
dtdow otov lovda;" O Negpiog €xel AdBeL adela va TdeL.
Twpa {ntael npootacio. Eivatl éva tafidt xALladwv pikiwy.
MpémneL va iepdoet amd moAAEG emap)ieg. Ol avOpwrol dev
ta&ibevav ehelBepa ekelveg TG pépeg. Empene va Adfete
TIG KaTtdAANAeg mpoduldtelg. Autd to aitnuo pag AésL otLo




2. We're afraid He will.

As a body of people, we need to be preparing for God's
possibilities. He has wonderful opportunities for you but
you must be prepared to take advantage of them when they
come. Lesson #1326 August 10, 1997

Chapter 4
FROM IDEA TO ACTION

You may never have heard the story about Hans Bablinger,
a fellow who wanted to fly. The problem was he lived in
16th century Germany, and nobody was flying. But Hans
was a pretty creative fellow. He was one of the first that we
know of in history to fashion artificial limbs and he was
doing that when amputation was the first prescription
rather than the last resort.

One day Hans fashioned two wings and he went up to the
top of the Bavarian Alps. He decided he would try to coast
down to the plain below. He made a good choice because
in the Alps there were some strong updrafts and it worked.
News got all over Bavaria that Hans Bablinger had flown,
and the king came to see him. When the king and his
entourage came, they tried to arrange a more convenient
place to let Hans show his flight so they went up just to the
cliff over the river. That was a bad choice because, instead
of updrafts, there were downdrafts over the river. As he
dove off, he fell like a rock—straight down into the river. The
king was disappointed, the bishop was mortified. The next
day in church, the bishop got up and pronounced that it was
never God's intent for man to fly. So, Hans threw away his
wings. He died a few months later. But not long afterwards
the church died. The irony of it is today it is the sight of a
museum. Ninety percent of the people who go to see that
museum get there by airplane.

The book of Nehemiah is the story of how God brought
revival to His people through the heart of a godly and caring
man. He had a vision and could see beyond what was to
what was to be. Vision is an essential and a vital part of
spiritual life for God's people. The Proverbs say that without
vision the people perish. But sadly, some people not only
have no vision, some even seek to kill what vision there is.
(Proverbs 29:18)

Nehemiah's didn't just have a dream. He was able to get his
people to embrace his dream. | believe that God is honored
when His people have dreams about things to please Him.
Nehemiah had received permission, provision, and
protection to go to Jerusalem and rebuild the wall. He
arrives in Jerusalem. It's the first time he has ever been in
that great city. He had prayed for four months. He'd been
dreaming about this for years. What's the first thing he's
going to do? Is he going to hit the ground running? Is he
going to call a great meeting? Will he take out a hammer
and saw and begin building right from the get-go? "l went

Neepiag 1o eixe okedtel autod, mpooeuynOnKe yla autAv TNV
gukalpla kot eival BEBalog OtL 0 Oo¢ Ba Tou EMETPETE va
¢dUyel. OL SleuBUVTEG emIKeVTpwVOVTAL OTNV eniAuch Tou
onuepo» To MPOPAAMATA KAL OL NYETEG ETULKEVIPWVOVTOL
otnv emiluon Twv auplavwy TipoPAnudatwy. Twpa
Xpelaleote Kot ta Suo.

3. ZATtnoe gival ywa mapoxyr).

Kowta&te tov otiyo 8. Eime: «Kat va €xw €va ypappa otov
Acdad, Tov dpUAaka Tou SAcouC Tou PaciAld, WOTE va HoU
Swoel Eulela ya va Pptiafw Sokapla yla TIG TIUAEG TNG
aKpOTIOANG SUMAa 0TO VAo KAl yLa TO TElX0G TNG TOANG Kol
yla To TNV Katolkia mou Ba kataAdfw, kal €meldn TO
EUYEVIKO X€PL TOU @gol HOU ATOV MAVW HOoU, 0 BAcIALAG
6€xBnkKe 1o altnua pou». (Neguiag 2:8)

O Neegpiag eineg, "Baow\la, e€€dwoeg Siataypa OTL n MOAN
¢ lepoucainu 6ev Ba pmopouce va avolkoSounOei.
O¢éAw va aM\déelg autdv tov vouo, BEAw va Eavaytioslg
QUTO TO Teixog Kkal B£Aw va to MAnpwoelg. Oco eloal os
QUTO , pi€e apKETA UAIKA yLa va pou TLAEELC val OTTITL KoL
va TLAEELC KOl TOV VOO ». AEV 00U 0p£0EL aUTO; Elme, «BEAw
va pou dwoelg Euleia amd to §acog, BEAW va pou SwoEeLg
OTPOTLWTEC o TO 0TPATO, BEAW va pou SWoELg XpApata
Y10 VOL TTANPWOW AUTO To TPaypay. O Negpiag ATay £TOLUOC
Vo TIEPACEL amd pla mopta mou eixe avoifel o Oedc. O
Neeplag mpoosuxotav yla TECOEPLG MAVEC OAAA KaBwG
T(POCEUXOTAV TiposToLpalotay. ‘Htav alyoupog OtL 0 Oedg
ETPOKELTO VO EKTTANPWOEL TO AlTNUA TOU, OTL (Y€ £TOLUO TO
ox€610 emibeong Tou.

O Oeb¢ NTav autog mou dvolée thv mopta. O Neeguiog To
elne avayvwpilovtag «MoOvo He TO XEpL EVOC EUYEVLKOU
@eoU Ba pumopoloe va oupPel autdo»n. AAA n
avalwnupwon akopa nepipeve Tov Neguio va mepaoel ano
auTh Thv opTa. AKpLBWE OTIWG N AVAYEVVNON TIEPLUEVEL VA
TIEPACOULE ECEVA KL ELEVAL.

Baolkd padbipata ywa tnv miotn Kol thv
NPOETOLLaCLAL.

H miotn unmokweital anoé tnv npooeuyr. H mpoosuyn eivat
n KOVN MG oUVALOONUATIK OmoKPLON Of Hla KAELOTA
nopta, €L6IKA OTAV QUTN N TOPTA £XEL TN Hopdr AAAou
atopou. Mapeumumtoviwg, autég eival ouvnBwg oL o
SUOKOAEG KAELOTEC TIOPTEC. 20U TIPOTEIVW OTL TPAYMATIKA
Ta peyaAltepa poBARpata otn {wr oou, aUTH TN OTUN,
xBec 1) avplo, eival mpoPAnuata mou adopouv TV €vtaon
pHlOC oxéong. Aev pmopeite va oAANGEETE CWUOTIKA,
Slavontkd 1 ouvalcOnuatikd évo GAAo dtopo. ANAG o
Oedc¢ pag propel ylotl eivat kUplog otnv aAhayn KapdSLwv.

O Neegpiag 6ev €kave auTtd TOU UEPLKEG HOPEC VOUI{OUUE
otL Ba kavape. Aev mpoonmdadnos va XEPAYWYHOEL TOV
Bao\ld ou mapouciale kamola PeUTIKN LOTOPLA, VA TOV
e€amatnoel, va tov feyehdosl | va maifel matyvidio padl
Tou. MNpwta piAnoe otov B0 yLa auTov. Mo TECOEPLC UAVEG,




to Jerusalem and after staying there three days, | set out
during the night with a few men. | had not told anyone what
God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem." (Nehemiah
2:11-12) In three days, he doesn't do a thing. Now what's
he doing during those three days? Do you suppose he's just
getting some rest? Was he spending time "alone" with
God?

Principle 1. A person cannot sustain in public what he is
not in private.

As Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem, God was still working on
his heart. God was putting in his mind exactly what he
needed to do now that he was there. Some Type A
personality would read verse 11 and say “Nehemiah didn't
do anything for the first few days.” Instead, this was the
most important work of all. He was making sure that he was
doing what God wanted him to do. He hasn't laid a single
brick, but these first few days are as valuable as any because
they were spent seeking a clear confirmation from God.
“I've not told anyone what God had put on my heart for me
to do for Jerusalem." You see, as Nehemiah got there and
continued his prayer time, God was giving him the wisdom
to do exactly what needed to be done. | think he was
obeying what we read in James 1:5; "If any of you lack
wisdom, just ask for it. I'll give it to you."

Remember that Nehemiah was not just in Jerusalem to
build a wall so much as he is there to build a people. He was
a spiritual leader, but you cannot be a spiritual leader
without first being a spiritual man or woman. This
generation needs to learn that busyness is not always
godliness. That it is in solitude that a person receives the
right to lead in public because a person cannot sustain in
public what he or she is not in private.

Principle 2. Prepare well.

"I went out to examine the wall." The word "examine" was
a Hebrew medical term that used to describe probing the
wound. He wanted to see just how bad it was. He wanted
to get a clear picture in his mind. He had heard it was bad.
It was so bad that he couldn't ride his mount around the
wall. | think it is at that point that the size of the project
really sinks in. The whole wall is destroyed, the gates have
been burned. Seeing the scope of the work to be done,
Nehemiah knows it can't be done alone.

"There were no mounts with me except the one | was riding
on. By night, | went through the valley gate toward the
Jackal Well and the Dung Gate, examining the walls of
Jerusalem which had been broken down and its gates which
had been destroyed by fire. Then | moved on toward the
Fountain Gate and the King's Pool, but there was not
enough room for my mount to get through. So, | went up
the valley by night examining the wall. Finally, | turned back
and re-entered through the Valley Gate. The officials did not

TIPOCEUXOTAY, OEE IOV, TIPETIEL VA KAVELG KATL L€ QLUTOV TOV
Bao\ld. «H kapbLd Tou BaciAld sival oto xépt Tou Kupiou.
Ekelvog TNV kateuBUvVeL cav USATVO peUpa OToU BEAELY.
(Mopotuieg 21:1)

AuTO &gv LoyVEeL povo yla Toug BaotAlddeg. eival alnBela
yla Ta adeVTIKA, Toug oulUyouc, TouC YOVelg, Ta matdid Kat
Toug ouvaderdoug. O Oeodg pumopel var aAAGEEL TIG KOPSLEG.
Mepikég dopéc aAldlel TG ouvlnkeg yla va oAAAEEL
KapOLEG. Aev EEpw TIPAYMATIKA TWE TO KAVEL QUTO, AN
UTtopEel LEOW TIPOGEUXNG, UTTOUOVIA G KOL TIPOYPOA U LATLOMOU.

1. Mpooeuyn

H peyaAltepn avaykn tng ekkAnoiag onuepo eival n
OVAKTNOoN TG miotng otn duvaun tng mpoosuyng. Mapa
TtoANoL amo A T £XOUE MOPATACEL OTNV EKKANGia Kot
OTNV MPOOWTILKN Hag {wn. MoTteVoupe OTL KATIOLEG TIOPTEG
elvol OpLOTIKA KAELOTEG KAL TOL MOPOTHOAUE. Agv €XOUUE
B£0EL AUTEC TIG MOPTEG EVWTTLOV TOU OeoU. Oeé pou, EXELG
™ Suvaun va ta avolelc.

Mepikég dopég vouilw OTL eipacte cav eAédavteg o éva
toipko. Exete mdel mMOTE OTO TOLPKO Ko £XETe Oel TOUG
eAédavteg Tou eival Sgpévol 0 AUTOUC TOUG HLKPOUC
TIooAAoUG; Aev €xw el OTE €vav eAédavta va oyilel kal
Vo TPEXEL Kal vl YKpeUilel tn oknvn, £€tolL Sev eival; Z€pelg
ylati? Mot otav Atav pikpol toug €6scav o AUTOUC TOUC
nacodlouc. Otav Atav pwpad, mpoonadnoav va Eepuyouv
oAAdG Sev pmopoucav va kouvnBouv. Adou mpoonabnoav
YL LEPLKEC NUEPEC N LEPLKEG EBSOUASEG, UTEBETAV OTL YL
To uTdAouno NG {wn¢ toug, dev Ba pumopoloav MOTE va
Eeplwoouv autov Ttov macocalo. Autd Ta peyadbhpla
oA WV ToVwv Sev mpoomabouv kav. AVapwTLEPAL TIOCEC
dopéC wg Xplotlavol Eexvape tnv anépavin duvaun tou
Oupavol Tou €xoupe otn OLdBeon) pag, aAAd HOALG
otapatioape va {ntape. H miotn umokweltal amo tnv
nipooeuyn. Moleg moOpTeg MPEMEL va avoitouv edw; Moleg
noptec TpEMEL va ovoifouv otn lwh oag ZeKWAC
okUBovTag to KedpAAl Kal tnv kopSLd cou.

2. Yriopovi

OL avBpwrtol givat MoAU avumopovol. MepiLkol pmopst va
TipoosuyovTal yla TipoBARpaTa Kal TIPOKANCELS. AMAG
BAEMOUUE pLa KAELOTH) TOPTA KOl TIPOCEUXOUAOTE L' QUTHY
pLo ) Suo pépeg. Itn ouvéxela BEoape o kivnon to ox€dLo
pog. Asv urtapyel oUte £va povtélo Tiotng otn BifAo mou
VO LNV XPELAOTNKE va TtEPLUEVEL TTIOAU. Tt Ba Aéyarte ylo Tov
Mwuon otn Madwap yio 40 xpdvia; Tt Ba Aéyate ylo Tov
Elijah katw amoé to Cherith Brook émou yia To peyaAutepo
MEPOG TWV TPLWV ETWV, ToV Tailav TouALd. Tt Ba Aéyarte yla
Tov NTELBWT ot pLa omnAld kabwg édeuye and tov ooUA




know where | had gone or what | was doing because as yet
| had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or
officials or any others who would be doing the work."
(Nehemiah 2:13-16)

Reconfirmed by his time with God, Nehemiah surveys the
situation. Keep in mind that everything that Nehemiah has
learned about the wall at this point, he has learned through
hearsay. So, after three days he goes out in the middle of
the night with a small band of men. He just wants to scout
the wall without bringing undue attention to himself or his
dream.
Remember Nehemiah is coming from Persia where he was
the number two man in charge. He is arriving with an
entourage from King Artaxerxes. Everybody knows he is
coming. Opposition was beginning to swell when they just
heard that Nehemiah was on his way, (At the close of this
lesson we're going to see that that opposition crystallizes
and it surfaces.) So, Nehemiah is getting a plan together as
quietly as possible to minimize the opposition because this
wise man didn't want his plan stalled in the starting gate.
Great leaders protect their plans from premature death. It
is easier to kill a good idea than to promote a good idea.
Principle 3. The greatest ideas are not yours or mine. They
are ours
e Get involved with your people.
Once having a dream, it's critical to have a following. The
wall could never be built unless the people embrace his
dream. Nehemiah speaks to them. "Then | said to them,
you see the trouble we are in?" These are the first words
to the people who would be his followers, "Jerusalem
lies in ruins and its gates have been burned with fire.
Come let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and we will no
longer be in disgrace." (Nehemiah 2:17) He didn't walk
in there and say, "You bunch of losers. Why hasn't this
wall been rebuilt? You've been here for over 90 years.
You've had every opportunity in the world. I've been
sent by God to get it done and I'm going to stay on your
case until it’s rebuilt." That's not what he said. Instead,
he identified with his people and with the need. He said
“We, Us, and We.” Those are the most important things
that Nehemiah said. “We are in disgrace, come let us
rebuild the wall, and we will no longer be in disgrace.”

e Get the people motivated to attack the problem.
Nehemiah not only identifies with it. He motivates the
people. He said, "Do you see the trouble we're in?
Jerusalem lies in ruins and its gates have been burned
with fire. Come let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and
we will no longer be in disgrace." (Nehemiah 2:17)
Nehemiah does a masterful job here. The wall has been
in ruin now for decades and decades. People have
walked by it every day of their lives and after a while they

yla o Sekaetia; TLOa Aéyarte yia tov lwdvvn Tov Bamtioti
oTNV £pNO;

Mo téooeplg punveg, o Neegpiag eixe tnv dla kataxwpnon
OTO NUEPOAOYLO TOu. Oa pmopoUce va eixe ypayet
"mMpooeguxnBnke fava onuepa - dev éylve Timota". Eptaca
va apyiow va paBaivw OTL 0 Oed6¢ Ypnoldomolel tnv
QVOOVH Yl va €YKATOAEWPOUME TI( OUTOTIPOAIPETEC
Aooelc pag. O Negpiag €uabs autd mou B€Asl va poag
S16a&eL 0 Oe0C, OTLBa KPATAOEL TNV TTOPTA KAELOTA HEXPL VA
pnv uTtapyxet apdBoria molog TNV avolée yla va AaPeL t
606&a. H miotn BeATLWVETAL LLE TNV UTIOUOVH.

3. NpoypappaTIoNEG

Elval mpoypappoTiopos Xwplg omokAelopouc. Mepikoi
avBpwrol UTtoBEToUV OTL N TLOTN AMALTEL pla vooTtporia va
KNV oképteoal TUmoTa Kal va NV KAVELG TimoTta mou armAd
KaBetal kat Aéel, "Evtatel, Oeé pou, &pw OTL eival
OVTLTIVEUATLKO VOL €XELG 0TOXOUC. EoU To Kavelg!" Aoumov,
g\lkpwva Sev BAEMW TV TOTN va €ival cuVWVUUN UE TNV
anodlopyavwon. AvtiBeta, n niotn tou Negpia evioxBnke
oo ToV MPOYPOUUATIONS TOU KOl Ao TNV MPOoEToLHacia
Tou elxe kavel Otav Oev umnpxe Adyog va KAvel
omoladnmote mpoctolpacia. Otav o Oeo6¢ Avolée tnv
nopta, Ba NTov £TOLUOC va TNV TIEPAOEL.

AUTO bev onpaivel 0TLo OO¢ TLUA T codia Tou avOpwrou.
Inuaivel 0Tl 0 OgdC TIHATAL ATTO L0 OTOXAOTLKA TtpoBbupia
va eKAnpwoel tn codia Tou. Nopilw OTL autd eival
Kplowo. Ztoug SloknNTkoUG KUKAOUG, N Ttapolpia eivat
"amotuyio oto oxéSlo eival oxedlaopog yla amotuyia'.
AN\ autd elvat emiong moAU BLBALKOS, eddoov o Oedg elval
0 amoAutog apxLtéktovag oto oxedlo. «Miotn elval va
TIPOCEUXECOL Yl Bpoxn KoL HETA va KOUBQAAG M
oumpéla». Auto  akplBwg elval.  Ixebualel kot
TPOETOLUALETAL YLa TIG SUVATOTNTEG TOU Oe0U.

OuL AdyoL TIou 8V MPOCGEUXOMAOTE VO AVOIEL 0 Oelg
nOPTEC 0T {WN MG, OTLG EKKANGLEG Hag 1 oTo £€Bvog pog
glvaw:

1. ®oPoduaocte o1
TIPOCEUYOUAOTE.

2. ®oPBopaocte OTL Ba TO KAVEL.

Q¢ oUvolo avOpWMWV, TIPETEL VO TIPOETOLUOOTOULLE VLA TIC
Suvatotnteg Tou Oeol. EXEL UTIEPOXEG EUKALPLEG YLa ECAC,
oMG TpEMEL va  €l0TE  TPOETOLUOOUEVOL VO TIC
eKpeTOAAeuTelte Otav €pBouv. Mabnua #1326 10
AuyouUotou 1997

6ev Ba Tta avoifel. Apa, bev

Kedpalaio 4




got used to it. It's not so bad. It's not so ugly. It wasn't
such a big deal anymore. In fact, the people really didn't
even see the dilapidated wall. Nehemiah makes them
see it again. He does it by using words and phrases to
stress the needs. He said that this place lies in ruins,
gates burned with fire, we are in disgrace.
Change never occurs until people are discontent with the
current state of affairs. That's true in your business, school,
church, family and life. As long as one is content to just go
along with whatever, things will never change or improve.
Nehemiah said, "l want you see how bad it is." As bad as
the situation was in Jerusalem, the Jews had grown
apathetically content with it. Nehemiah takes off their
blinders and says, "Hey, get a good look at where we are
and where we need to be."
Notice the motivation he uses. The whole world was
laughing, "Those poor Jews, they say they worship the true
God, they can't even rebuild the wall around their city. They
say their God is all-powerful, He can't even protect their
holy place." When Nehemiah said we are in disgrace, it's a
commentary not only toward the people, but on their God.
His ultimate appeal in his little speech was appealing to the
glory of God.
The greatest motivation in life is not external, it is not
internal. It is eternal.
The lowest and most temporary form of motivation is ex-
ternal motivation, the lowest: If you will do this, | will give
you this. We use that on our children, don't we? They are
so immature—if you'll be good, I'll give you this. Nehemiah
didn't use any external motivation.
Internal motivation is a little bit more noble. Nehemiah uses
that "We are in disgrace. Doesn't that hurt your heart?" But
what he is really calling on them to do is to remember their
eternal motivation. He says, "The wall of Jerusalem is in
disgrace." It was no longer us but Jerusalem, "the dwelling
place of God". He said, "Let's rebuild the wall for the glory
of God so that God's name is not held in disgrace."

The highest motivation for you to be involved in is to do
work for God, remember whatever you do, you do it as unto
the Lord. Anything you say or do, you do for the glory of
God and as unto the Lord. If you can keep that paramount
in your mind, you will do more than you ever thought you
could have done otherwise. The greatest motivation is not
internal or external, it's eternal.

e Get and give a personal story or testimony
Look at verse 18: "I also told them about the gracious
hand of my God upon me, and what the king had said
to me." (Nehemiah 2:18) "l heard the report about how
bad things were. | prayed about it for four months. The
more | prayed, the more God put it on my heart to be
part of the answer. He called me to this project. He

AlO THN IAEA 2TH APAZH

Towg &ev €xete oKoUOEL TOTE TNV LoTopia yla Ttov Hans

Bablinger, évav ¢iho mou nBeke va netatel. To mpoBAnuUa
Arav ot €lnoe otn MNeppavia tou 160U alwva Ko Kaveig dev
netoloe. AANA o0 Xavg ATaV €vag apKETA ONULOUPYLKOG
avBpwrog. Htav évag amod Toug MPWTOUE ou yvwpilou e
oTnVv Lotopla mou dnuLolpynoe TexVNTA LEAN KAl TO €KOVE
OTOV O AKPWTNPLACUOE ATAV N TPWTN CUVTOYH KoL OXL N
televtaio Avon.

Mia pépa o Xavg £dtiafe Vo Ptepd kal aveéPnke otnv
Kopudn Ttwv Bavopkwv AAmewv. Anoddoloe oOtL Ba
nipoomnaBnoet va kotéRel otnv medlada and Katw. Ekave
pLo KA eTtthoyn ylati otig AATeLg umtipxav KAmola duvatd
avoSlka pelpaTa Kol Aswrtoupynoe. e OAn tn Bauvapia
KukAodopnoe n €idnon otL o Hans Bablinger sixe metagel
Kal o Baothlag npbe va tov deL. Otav npbav o BactAldg Kot
n ouvodela Tou, Mpoomdbnoav va Kavovioouv €va Tilo
BoALkO HEPOG yLa Vo adriocouV Tov Xave va Seifel Tnv T on
TOU, £T0L aVEPBNKAV aKPLBWE OTOV YKPEUO MAVW amd TO
TIOTAL. AUTA ATOV pLa KaKn ethoyn ylati, avti yio avoSika
pevpaTa, UTHPXOV KotndoplkA pelpaTa MAVW Ono TO
motapLl. KaBwg £Byalve, émeoe ocav Bpdxoc — kateuBeiav
oto motaul. O BoaolAdg amoyontelTNKE, O EMIOKOMOG
otevoxwpndnke. Tnv emoOpevn HEpa OTNV €eKKANOLA, O
ETLOKOTIOC ONKWONKE KL £iTte OTL SV NTav TTOTE N MpoBeon
Tou OeoU va Tetdéel o avBpwmog. Etol, o Xavg mEtage Ta
dtepa tou. MéBave Alyoucg pnveg apyotepa. AAA Alyo
opyotepa n ekkAnoia mébave. H slpwvela tou eival otL
onuepa eivat to afloBéato evog pouoeiou. To evevavia
TOLG £KATO TWV AvOpwMwV mou mnyaivouv va §ouv auTto To
pouoeio ¢ptavouv ekel pe agpomAdvo.

To BLBAio Tou Neepia eival n Lotopio Tou Mwe o Oed¢ £depe
avalwoyovnon oto Aad Tou HéOw TNG KAPSLAC £VOC
guoePoug Kol otopykoU avBpwrou. Eixe éva opaua Kot
propoUoe va SeL MEPA Ao AUTO TIOU ETIPOKELTO Va YiIVEL.
To Opapa eival ouclaoTIKO Kol TWTKO HEPOC TNG
TIVEUMATIKAG {wNG yLa To Aao tou Oegou. OL Napotuieg Aéve
OTL XWwpLg Opapa ol dvBpwrol xavovtat. AAG SucTtuywec,
pepKol avBpwrol OxL Hovo Oev €Xouv Opapd, KATIOLOL
EMULSLWKOUV QKON KAl VO OKOTWOOUV QUTO TIOU UTIAPXEL.
(Mopoluieg 29:18)

O Neeplog bev eixe amiwg éva dvelpo. Katdadepe va KAveL
TOUG OavVBpWIMOUC TOU VO OYKOALAOOUV TO OVELPO TOU.
Motebw OTL 0 OO TIHATAL O0Tav 0 Aad¢ Tou KAVEL OVELPA
yla paypato tou Tov suxaplotouv. O Neepiog gixe Aapet
adela, mpounBeleg Kol TMpooTaoia ylia va TAEL oTnV
lepouocaAnu kot va favoytiost to teiyog. Ptdvel otnv
lepouvocaAn. Eival n mpwtn dopd mou Bpioketal og autr Tn
HeYAAn TOAN. Eixe mpoosuxnBel yia técoeplg pnveg. To
OVELPELOTAVY YLa Xpovia. MoLo gival To TPWTO MPAYHA TTOU
TIPOKELTAL VA KAVEL, Oa XTuTtoeL To £8adoc tpéxovtag; Oa
KaA£OEL pLa LeydAn ouvavinon; Oa Bydlet éva odupli, Ba




opened the door with the King, even supplying me with

provision and protection."
Principle 4: People follow people, not programs.
By themselves, programs are cold and sterile, but put
people with them and suddenly you've got purpose and
passion. When Martin Luther King gave his tremendous
speech that changed the course of America, he didn't stand
up and say, "l have a program," or "I have an organization,"
or "l have an agenda." If he had, we would never have heard
of him. Instead, he said, "I have a dream," his own personal
story, "that my children to walk hand in hand with white
children in the red clay hills of Georgia." When people
heard this story, they listened and they followed.

If you need volunteers for a ministry in your church, the
surest way to get no takers is to get up and just announce
"we have a need for volunteers to help in this ministry." It
sounds so cold and so clinical, but you put a person whose
heart is in that ministry in front of folks, and let that person
tell why they are involved and what they get out of it, and
folks will line up to help. Because people follow people, not
programs.

Nehemiah stood up and said, "Let me tell you my story."

The people were ready to follow. In fact, verse 18 closes,

they replied, "Let us start rebuilding, so they began this

good work."

"But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite

official, and Gesham, the Arab, heard about it, they mocked

and ridiculed us. What is this you are doing, they asked? Are
you rebelling against the king?" Why were Sanballat,

Tobiah, and Gesham opposed to Nehemiah? What was the

big deal about them rebuilding the wall? Sanballat and

Tobiah are war lords. They've got their own little cities and

states they rule over. They've got their own little economic

empire. If Jerusalem becomes a major force, particularly a

major economic force, it's going to hurt their business. In

another lesson we will discuss the different times
opposition rears its ugly head

If Satan doesn't try to hinder your dreams, your dreams

are too small. If he doesn't try to hinder you, you are not

dreaming nearly enough. Part of the unwritten job
description of any godly leader is the inevitability of
dealing with criticism.

a) Nehemiah_considered the track record of his
detractors. "I answered them by saying the God of
Heaven will give us success. We his servants will start
rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in
Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to it."
(Nehemiah 2:20) He asked the question: Did these
men have a history of helping the people of God? Did
these people have a history of wanting to support the
things that God supports? When he considered the
source, he became more resolved than ever to let no

el6¢e kal Oa apylosl va xtilel amo v mpwtn oTyun; «MAya
otnv lepoucoAnu kat adol Epewva ekel TPELC UEPEC,
Eekivnoa tn vuxta pe Alyoug avdpec. Aev elya meL o€
Kavévay TL ixe BAAel 0 O£0¢ oTNV KAPSLA OV VA KAVW yLa
v lepouoaAnu». (Negpiag 2: 11-12) 3e tpelg pépeg, Sev
Kavel timota. Twpa TL KAVEL OUTEC TIG TPELC MEPEG;
YroBétete O0tL Eekoupaletal Alyo; Nepvoloe XpOVO « LOVOGH
LLE TOV O€0;

Apxn 1. Eva atopo dsv pnopet va diatnpnosl dnupooia
oUTO 1OV SV €ival LBLWTIKA.

KaBw¢ o Neegpiag édtace otnv lepoucaAny, o Oeo¢g
epyalotav akoua otnv kapdld tou. O BOeog €Bale oto
HUOAO TOU TL OKPLBWG EMPETIE VO KAVEL TWPO TIOU ATAV EKEL.
Kamola mpoowrnikdtnta tunou A Stafale to edadlo 11 kot
€leye «O Neegplag dev €kove TLUMOTA TIG TIPWTEG HEPECH.
AvtiBeTa, QUTO NTAV TO TILO ONUOVTIKO €py0 amo OAa.
JlYyOUpEUOTAV OTL €KAVE QUTO TIOU NBehe 0 OedC va KAVEL
Aev €xel BAalel oUTe €va ToUPAO, aAAG QUTEC OL TIPWTEC
HEPEG elval e€ioou TMOAUTIUEG Ue OAEG, emeldr) €odelTnKAY
avalntwvtog pa Eekdbapn enBepaiwaon anod tov Oco.
«Aev £Xw TEeL og Kavévay TL eixe PAAEL 0 O0¢ otnv Kapdld
HOU yLla va KAvw yla Thv lepoucaAnu». BAénete, kabwg o
Neepiag édrooe ekel Kal cuvEXLIE TNV WPA TNG TIPOCEUXNG
Tou, 0 Oeb¢ Tou £61ve TN codia vo KAVEL akpLBWE auTo TTou
€npemne vo yivel. Nopilw OTL UMAKOUE Of QUTO TIOU
Slapaloupe oto lakwpo 1:5. "Av oe KATIOLOV ATO £0AC
AelmeL n oodla, amAwg {ntiote tn. Oa cog tn dwow."

QuunOBeite otL 0 Negpiag Sev ATav povo otnv lepovcainu
yla va xtioel éva telxog t0co oAU 600 eival kel yla va
Xtioel évav Aao. Htov TMVEUHATIKOG NyEtng, alld Oev
UTTOPE(G va eloaL MVEUHOTLKOG NYETNG XWPLC TTpWwTa va slooit
TIVEUMOTIKOG Avépag N yuvaika. AUTh n yevid MPEMEL va
HABeL OtL n amacxoAnon Sev elval mavta sucéPfela. OtL
glvol otn povagLd mou éva atopo AapPAavel To Sikailwpa va
nyettot dnuoolo emeldn éva ATopo 8ev  pmopel va
Slatnpnoetl SnuocLa UTO Tou Sev elval LOLWTLKA.

Apxn 2. NMpoetoaoteite KAAQ.

«Bynfka va e€eTtdow Tov Toixo». H Aé€n "e€etdlw" Atav évag
€BPAiKOC LATPLKOG 6pOC TTOU ouvNBLlE va TteplypadeL TNV
aviyveuon tou tpauvpatos. ‘HBeAe va SeL moco Aoynua
nrav. HBeAe va €xel pia kaBapn ewdva oto LUalo Tou. Eixe
OKOUGEL OTL ATaV KAKO. HTav 1000 Kako Tou Sev unmopoloe
va KaBaAnoel t Baon tou yupw amod tov toixo. Nopilw ot
oc ekelvo to onuelo 1o pé€yeBog tou Epyou Pubiletatl
npayuatikd. Olo¢ o Toixog €xeL kataotpadel, oL TUAEG
€xouv kael. BAémovtag to e0PoG TNG SOUAELAC TIOU TIPETTEL
va yivel, o Negpliog Eépel OTL Sev pumopel va yivel HOvog Tou.
"Aev umtipxav BAoelg pall Lou €KTOG Ao AUTO OTO OTOoLo
KaBala. Tn vixto, épaoca amno tnv mUAN TG KOAASag pog
TO TNYadL tou TtoakoAloU Kot TNV TUAR TNG KOTPLAG,
g€etalovtag to Teiyn TG lEpOUCANAL TTOU XAV YKPEULOTEL




one stop the work except God Himself. One response
to criticism of work you are doing for God is “You
show us your track record. We don't have all the
answers. We're doing the best we can. Are you
somebody who is doing what God wants done? If so,
show us how to do it. Don't tell us!”

b) He considered the track record of his God. He knew God
wanted him to have success. He had heard stories
about great men of God being ridiculed, about 1) Noah
having spent over a hundred years building an ark and
all along the way people stood out and just laughed; 2)
Moses walking into Pharaoh’s court and saying “let my
people go” and the giggles that must have filled that
court the first day; Samson whose eyes had been put
out being made sport of in a sideshow while enslaved
and chained saying "Put me to where my hands can
touch the pillars;" and Goliath mocking the little boy
who had come out with the stones. So when these
fellows ridiculed Nehemiah, he said, "Our God will give
us success. He's got a track record of doing what the
world says can't be done." That's the perspective that
kept him from giving up on his dream.

The single greatest problem of Christ's church today is not
her problems but what she thinks about her problems. Too
many churches think the problems are greater than their
God. That is never the case.
Principle 5: Opportunity is always accompanied by
opposition
"But | will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost. Because a
great door for effective work has been opened to me, and
there are many who oppose me." Now look at that. Doesn't
that sound like a contradiction? He says, "l have to stay
here, why, because there's this great door opened." (1
Corinthians 16:8-9) How do you know? "There are all kinds
of people who are opposing me." Most of us say, "People
are opposing me. Shut the door. Let's go. Let's move out of
here." Paul says he can't leave yet because God has opened
a door. That is often the way it works. Whenever somebody
really gets concerned about people, those who are not too
concerned will get upset. Whenever somebody wants to do
something, those who are doing nothing will want to throw
stones. That is why we must not be quick to interpret
problems and opposition to be an indication that we are
outside God's Will. That has nothing to do with whether you
are in or out of God's Will.

The ultimate example of those steps of putting ideas in

action is found in Jesus Christ Himself. There has been no

greater work, no greater movement, and no greater project
than that which we call Christianity. It all started when man
was created. God said, "lI've already got in mind how
humankind will be redeemed." (Genesis 3) So God looked
at the scope of the picture. He got involved with His people
by sending His own Son to take on flesh. He has motivated

KaL TG TTUAEG TNG TIoU giyav Kataotpadel PeTd amo ¢wTLd.
3TN CUVEXELA TIPOXWPNOCa TIPOog TNV MUAN Tou ZwvtplBaviov
Kal tnv MNwoiva tou Bacilid, al\d 8ev UTHPXE APKETOC
XWPOG yla va Tiepdow to Pouvd pou. Etol, avéBnka tnv
Kow\ada tn vuyxta efetalovtag tov Ttoixo. TeAkd, yuploa
Tilow Kal Eava- pnnke péoa amo tnv MUAn tng Koltadag. Ot
aflwpatouyol Sev NEepav mou eixa TAEL ) TL EKAVA, EMELSN
Sev giya meL akdun tinota otoug ERpaiouc i otoug Lepeig n
OTOUG EVYEVEIG I 0TOUG afLwaTOUXOUC I O€ OmoLlovdNToTE
AaAAov Ttou Ba ékave tn douleld». (Negpiog 2:13-16)

EruBeBatwpévoc and Tov Xpovo Tou Ue Tov B0, o Negpiag
€PEUVA TNV Kataotaon. AdBete umoPn OtL OAa 6oa £XEL
pabel o Negpiag yia Tov Toixo o auto to onpeio, ta €xel
HABeL péow Ppripeg. EToL, LETA amo TPELS LEPES Byaivel otn
HETN TNC VUXTOG LE L0 ULKPN opada avopwy. OEAeL amAwg
va  aviyveUOEL ToV TOXO XWPILG va EMLOTACEL TNV
aS1kaLloAOYNTN TIPOCOoXH OTOV EQUTO TOU I) OTO OVELPO TOoU.
QuunBeite OtL 0 Neegpiag £pxetal and tnv MNepoia Omou
Atav o vouuepo SVo unelBuvog. Otavel ue cuvodeia and
tov PBachiad Aptagépén. OhoL Epouv OtL €pyetal. H
avtiBeon eixe apylosl va Sloykwvetal étav LOALS dkouoav
o0tL 0 Neegpiag Atav kaB' o0ddv, (Ito TéAOG autoU TOU
paBnuatog Ba Solpe otL auTr N avtiBeon kpuoTAAAWVETOL
Kal Byaivel otnv emudpaveta.) Onodte, o Negpiog etolpdlet
éva. oxéblo 6oo To Suvatdv mo abopufa  va
e\aylotonolnoel tnv avtibeon ylati autd¢ o codog
avBpwrog dev rBele va oTAPATIOEL TO OXESLO TOU OTNV
TIOAN TN eKKivnong. OL PEYAAOL NYETEG TPOOTATEVOUV TO
oX€S81d Toug amo tov Mpowpo Bavarto. Eival o evkoho va
OKOTWOELG LA KaAR W&€a mapd va MPowBnoeLg ula KoAn
Oea.
Apxn 3. O peyalitepeg WO€eg Sev ival SIKEG oag ) SLKEG
pov. Eival Sika pog
e AoyoinBeite pe tovg avBpmmovg cag.
ATIO TN OTLYUN TIOU €XETE VAl OVELPO, EIVAL GNUAVTLKO VOl
£xete évav akolouBo. To teixog Sev Ba pmopouoe moté
Vo XTLOTEL 0V 0 KOGHOC Sev ayKaALAOEL TO OVELPO Tou. O
Neegpiag Toug pIAGeL. «Tote TOUC €ima, BAEMETeE o TL
uneladec Bplokdpaote;» Autd eival Ta mPwTta Adyla
mpo¢ toug avBpwrmoug mou Ba rtav onmadoi tou, "H
lepoucaAn L BplOKETOL OE EPELTLO KOl OL TTUAEG TNG £XOUV
Kael pe ¢pwtid. EAdte va favaytiooupe to TEXOC TNG
lepoucaAnp kat 6ev Ba eipaote ma vtpomoopévol.”
(Neepiog 2:17) Aev pmnke ekel kal gime: "Me pdtoo
Xopévol. MNati dev xetl Eavoytiotei autod to teiyoc; Elote
ebw yla meploootepa anmd 90 xpodvia. Eixate kdbe
gukalpia otov k6opo Me €otelle 0 OedG va to PTLalw
Kal 6o mapapeivw otV TEPUMTWOr) O0OU HEXPL va
Eavaytiotel." Aev elval auté mou eime. AvrtiBeta,
TAUT{OTNKE LLE TOUG AVOPWITOUG TOU KAL E TNV AVAYKN.
Eine «Epelg, epelg, kar epeic." Autda elvat ta mo
ONUOVTIKA TpAyUata Tou eime o Neegpiag. «Eipaote




us to see the problem of sin in our lives. He is compelling us
each day to turn to Christ as the answer. He has put people
there who have strong personal testimonies like Paul—
really, any Christian whose life has been changed. Then the
work of Christianity has been opposed more than any other
force or any other movement in the history of the world. It
really follows the same pattern—anything worthwhile
when you get an idea into action, will follow the format
we've looked at today.

Have you made the decision to commit your life to Christ?

If you have not, you need to do it today. AG Lesson #1327 August
17, 1997 by Steve Flatt

Chapter 5
DEALING WITH DISCOURAGEMENT

When a good work for God is in progress, you can be sure
that Satan is going to do absolutely everything he can to
defeat it. Now what better way to defeat than by simply
getting God's people to quit. Nehemiah has been praying
about this. He has prepared the people. He has organized
the people and great things are happening. "So, we rebuilt
the wall until all of it reached half its height: for the people
worked with all their heart (had a mind to work —NKJV)."
(Neh. 4:6)

Isn't that amazing? Fifty-two days into the project, it's
halfway finished. Incredible progress! You can be sure the
old devil won't leave them alone. He is going to try to get
them to throw in the towel, or in their case, throw in the
trowel. How did Nehemiah respond to get the people out
of that discouragement?

Catalyst for discouragement—these things the devil uses
to bring it on.

1. Ridicule. "When Sanballat heard that we were
rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly
incensed. He ridiculed the Jews and in the presence of
his associates and the army of Samaria, he said, 'What
are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their
wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day?
Can they bring the stones back to life from these heaps
of rubble, burned as they are?' Tobiah the Ammonite
who was at his side said, 'What they are building, if
even a fox climbed up on it, he would break down their
wall of stones.'." (Nehemiah 4:1-3) Did you notice that
they were ridiculing a) the people themselves — "those
feeble Jews," those people who have come from
slavery; b) their religion — "will they offer sacrifices"?
You may wonder what that has to do with sacrifices.
He's saying, "Aw, they are sacrificing people—they are
so religious. Maybe they think they can burn some calf
or some lamb and the wall will be rebuilt;" and c) their
work — “if a fox were to walk up on top of what they
were building, it would crumble underneath."

VTPOTILACUEVOL, EAATE Va EQvayTiooUu e To TelXog kot Sev
Ba elpaoTE LA VIPOTILAGEVOLY.

e Amcte kivtpo otovg ovOpdmovg va emtedodv GTo
TPOPAN QL.
O Neepiag oxL povo toutiletal pe avuto. Napakivel Tov
Koopo. Eime, "BAfmelg to mMPOPANUa oTO omoio
Bplokopoote; H lepouoalnu sival epetmwpévn Kal ol
TWUAEG TNG €XOUV KOl pe PpwTid. EAdte va Eavaytiooupe
TOo Teixog NG lepoucaAnu kat 6ev Ba eipaocte mia
vtporaopévol." (Neguiag 2:17) O Neguilag KAveL pLo
aplototeVikn Souleld edw. To Telxog eival epemwuEVo
Twpa yla dekaetieg kal dekaetieg. OL avBpwroL £xouv
niepnatoet SimAa Tou kABe pHépa TNG LW G TOUG KOl LETA
amno Alyo 1o €xouv ouvnBioel. Aev gival T0G0 KOKO. Agv
glval T600 doynuo. Aev NTav Mo TO0o KUeYAAn undBeon.
JTNV TPAYUOTIKOTNTO, O KOOopog Oev eibe kav Tov
epemwpévo Ttolxo. O Neeplog TOUG KAVEL va TO
Eavadouv. To KAVEL XpNoLUOTIOLWVTOC AEEELC kal HPpAOEL
yla vol TOVioEL TG avaykeg. Elre 6Tl auto to PEpOC ivalt
gpelmia, MUAEG KOUEVEC e PWTLA, ElHAOTE O vIpOomH).
H aAhayn Sev cupBaivel mMoTE £wg 0Tou oL avBpwrol sival
duogapeotnuévol HE TNV TPEXOUOCA KOTAOTAON TwvV
TiPAyUATwy. AUTO LoXUEL aTnV EMLXEIPNON 00C, 0TO OXOAE(O,
oTNV eKKANola, otnv olkoyEvela kot otn {wn oog. Ao tn
OTLyMN TIOU KATOLOC €(vol LKAVOTIOLNUEVOG HUE TO va
TtNyaivel KaAQ pe OTOATIOTE, Ta pAypata dev Ba aAAdfouv
ouTe Ba BeAtlwBouv moté. O Neepiag eine: «OEAwW va Selg
TOoo KakO eilvawy. Oco doxnun KL av ATV N Kataotoon
otnv lepoucainy, oL EPpaiot eiyav yivel amabwg
Kavorotnpuévol pe autnv. O Neeplag toug PByalel Tig
noapwrnideg kat toug Aéel: «leln, Koita KaAd ToU
BPLOKOUOOTE KoL TTOU TIPETIEL VAL ELHOOTE Y.
MapatnproTe To KivnTpo mou xpnotpomnotel. OAog 0 KOGUOG
vehouaog, «Autol oL dptwyoi EBpaiot, Aéve 6tL Aatpeliouv Tov
oAnBwo Oeo, Sev umopolv Kav va EavoxTioouv To TELXOC
YUpw amod tnv TOAn toug. Aéve OTL 0 Oe£0¢ TouC eival
navtoSUvopoc, Sev YUmopel Kav va TPOooTATEUCEL TOV LEPO
Toug Ttomo. " Otav o Neegpilag eime ot eipaote
VIPOTILAOMEVOL, €lval €va OXOAL0O OXL HOVO TIPOG TOUC
avBpwrmoug, ald kot Tpog tov Oed Toug. H amdAutn
€KKANON TOU OTN KPR OUIALG TOU ATAV EAKUCTLKH TPOG TN
80&a Tou OeoU.
To peyaAUtepo kivntpo otn {wr dev sival eEwteplko, Sev
elval ecwtepko. Elval alwvio.
To XouNnAOTEPO KOl TILO TPOCWPLWO KivnTpo elval TO
€€WTEPLKO KIvNTPO, TO XAUNAOTEPO: AV TO KAVELG AUTO, Ba
ooU SWow auTo. To XPNOLUOTIOLOUE OTA TTALSLA MG, £TOL
Sev eival; Elval tooo avwplpol — av sioal Kahog, 6a cou
Sdwow outd. O Neegpiag 6ev xpnolpomoinoe kavéva
£€WTEPLKO KivnTpoO.
To eowteptkd kivntpo eivat Alyo 1o guyevég. O Neeplog
xpnotporolei 0t "Eipaote o€ vrporr). Auto Sev BAAmTEL TNV




What does ridicule do? It makes one doubt who they
are and what they can do. Ridicule is always the
substitute for reason. If people cannot reason you out
of a position, then they will just fall back to something
more primal. They will just make fun of you. They'll
ridicule you. People who ridicule are always afraid. They
are afraid you will succeed and they won't. It's Satan's
tool.

2. Resistance. "But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the
Ammonites, and the men of Ashdod heard that the
repairs to Jerusalem's wall had gone ahead and that the
gaps were being closed. They were very angry." You see
the ridicule didn't stop them. "They all plotted together
to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble
against it." (Nehemiah 4:7-8) Now the idea here is not
an all-out war. What Sanballat, Tobiah, and all the
enemies have in mind here is terrorism—guerilla
warfare. It's like a couple of you may be working on the
wall and on your way home one night, lo and behold,
somebody comes out of the bushes and you don't see
those workers anymore. So be on your guard because
we are going to send snipers to pick you off one at a
time. It is a psychological warfare. In a moment we are
going to see what Nehemiah did to counteract that.

3. Rumor. "Meanwhile the people in Judah said, 'The
strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so
much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall'. Also, our
enemies said, '‘Before they know it or see us, we will be
right there among them, and we will kill them and put
an end to the work. Then the Jews who lived near them
came and told us ten times over wherever you turn,
they will attack." (Nehemiah 4:10-12) Oh, two
characteristics about rumor jumped off those pages at
me:

a) Rumors are spread by those who are closest to the
enemy. "The Jews who lived near them said."
Whenever you encounter one who spreads rumor to
thwart or to dismantle a great work of God, you can be
confident that they're not far from the enemy camp,
spiritually as well as logistically.

b) Rumors are always exaggerated as they repeat it.
"The Jews told us ten times over." They just get bigger
and bigger and bigger and out of control.

So, these are the things that Satan uses to start up
discouragement, ridicule and resistance and rumor. Isn't it
interesting that Satan's tactics haven't changed very much,
have they? He really doesn't have any new weapons. It's the
same old stuff he uses today. We'll see that the Jews
became quite discouraged. Why? Why were they so
susceptible to these old tricks of Satan?

Circumstances were right for discouragement.

Kapdld oag;" AMA QUTO TIOU TIPAYUATLKA TOUG KOAElL va
KAvouv eival va BupolvTtal To alwvio Kivntpo Toug. AgeL:
«To Teiyo¢ tNG lepoucaAnu elval vipomiacpévor». Agv
Auaotav MA£ov epeic aAAd n lepoucalnp, «n Katolkio Tou
@eoUy. Elne: «Ag Eavaytiooupe to Telxoc yla tn 66€a Tou
Qeol, woTe TO OvVopo Tou Oeol va pnv  eival
VTPOTILACLEVO Y.

To uPnAdTEPO KivnNTpo yla va eUMAOKELTE glval va KAVETE
SoUAeld yLa Tov B0, va BUPAOTE O,TL KAVETE, VO TO KAVETE
omw¢ otov Kuplo. OTdAmote AETE 1 KAVETE, TO KAVETE YL
™ 866 Tou OeoU Kal w¢ tpog tov Kuplo. Eav pmopeite va
KPATNOETE AUTO TO UYPLOTO OTO HUaAO oag, Ba KAvete
TIEPLOOOTEPA ATIO O0A TILOTEVATE MOTE OTL Ba pmopouvoate
va Kavete SladopeTikd. To peyalutepo kivntpo dev eival
E0WTEPLKO N EEWTEPLKO, elval alwvLo.

o [lapte Ko dDOTE U0 TPOCHOTIKY 1GTOPiC. 1 popTUPia
Kowtaéte tov otiyo 18: «Toug eima emiong ywa to
EUYEVLKO XEPL TOU Ogol POV EMAVW HOU, KOL Yl TO TL
Hou eixe et o BaoAac». (Nesuiag 2:18) "Akouaoa tnv
avadopd yla to MOCO ACXNUA HATOV T TIPAYHUATA.
Mpoosuxououv yl' autd ylo TEOOePL; UAves. Oco
TIEPLOCOTEPO TIPOCEUXOUOUV, TOCGO TIEPLOCOTEPO O
©e6¢ 1o €Bale otnV KaPSLA POV yLa va ElpaL LEPOG TNG
anavtnonc. Me KAAeoe og AUTO AvVoLEE TNV TOPTO UE
ToVv BOoIALG, TOPEXOVTAC HOU UAALOTA TIPOUNBELa Kal
TipoaTaciay.

Apxi 4: Ou avBpwrnotL akoAouBoUv avOpwroug, OxL

TPOYPALLOTAL.

Amo poéva Toug, TA TPOypAupaTa sival Puxpd Kal

omootelpwHEVa, 0ANA BAATe Toug avBpwriouc poli Toug Kat

Eadvikad amoktdte okomod kal maboc. Otav o Maptwv

NoUBep Kivyk €dwoe tnv Tpopeph outAia Tou ou aAAate

NV mopeia tNg ApepLkng, Sgv onkwONKe Kal lme, «Exw &val

TIPOYPAUHOY, N «EXW £VaV OpPYyaVIoHO» N «E€Xw L

otlévtor. Av eixe, 6ev Ba Tov elyape oKOUOEL TOTE.

AvtiBeta, eime, «Exw &va OVELPO», TN SLIKI TOU TIPOCWITLKN

Lotopia, «ta MALSLA HOU va TEPTATHOOUV XEPL-XEPL HE

AgUKA TALSLA OTOUG KOKKWVOUG THAWVOUG AOGOUG TNG

Fewpylag». Otav ol avBpwrol dkoucav auTh tnv Lotopla,

Aakouyav Kal akoAouBnoav.

Eav xpeldleote €Belovieg yla pLa Slakovia otnv ekkAnoia
00C, 0 TLo olyoupog TPOTOG yLa va NV AABETE KavEvav
elval va onkwOeite kol amAwG va AVOKOWWOETE "EXOUE
avaykn amo eBeloviéc va Ponbrocouv oe auth TN
Slakovia". AkoUyetal TO0O Puxpo Kol TOOO KALVIKO, aANd
Balete €va Atopo Tou omoiou n kapdld eival os avtd To
UTIOUPYELD UTTPOOTA 0TOUC avOpWIoUC Kal adroTe auto to
ATOLO Va TIEL yLatl eUmAEKeTaL Kot TL ByAlel amo auto, Kot
ol avBpwrot Ba mopataxBolv yia va Bondricouv. Mati ot
avOpwrot akoAouBoUv avBpwmoug, OXL TPOYPAUUATOL.




1.

They were near_exhaustion. "The strength of the
laborers is giving out." (Nehemiah 4:10) They were
haggard, they were worn out. Situations always seem
more hopeless when you are dead tired. They were near
the point of exhaustion and they were nowhere near
completion.

Elijah the great prophet of God, in one of the great
chapters of the Bible, does battle with Ahab and Jezebel
and over 800 prophets are wiped out. Then Elijah
comes down off Mt. Carmel and he tucks his cloak up
into his belt and he outruns Ahab (who by the way was
on a chariot). Eighteen miles to Jezreel. "Elijah goes out
under a tree for no apparent reason and he says God,
there's nobody but me, just take my life. | don't want to
live." He's as depressed as all get-out. Do you want to
know the great spiritual counsel that God gave Elijah on
that occasion? He says, "Elijah, get up, get something
to eat, and take a nap." Elijah did and when he got up
God told him the second time "Elijah, get something
else to eat. Go sleep some more." (1 Kings 19) Satan
knows a tired worker is more easily discouraged and
that's where the Jews were.

"The people in 52 days built the wall to half its height."
But you know what | think the key is there? Half its
height! You know, those first bricks were easy. But now
the new had worn off and this place was a mess. | don't
know if you have noticed it or not, but | find that half
way is a hard place in life. Some of you may be runners
so you know the hardest time in a race is the half-way
point. You've not gotten your second wind yet, you are
as tired as can be and it can't help but cross your mind
"I've got as far to go as I've already come." It's a terribly,
terribly depressing moment. If you're not a runner,
surely, you've been on a family vacation and almost as
soon as the car gets out of the driveway, the kids are
asking, "Are we there yet?" They ask you all along the
way, but the worse point is when you have driven for
hours and it comes again, "Are we there yet?" "No,
we're about half way." Oh, no—half way? Hey, Satan
knows that half way is a psychologically difficult time
and you want all the rubble taken away. It just doesn't
work like that!

The Jews got discouraged because the circumstances
were right. Satan saw it and sent those little catalyst
units to ignite the real causes of discouragement,
ridicule, resistance and rumor. They are the external
forces. The real cause for discouragement is not
external. It is internal. Satan will use external things to
prime the pump, but our discouragement comes from
inside. The Jews had two internal things that caused
their discouragement.

O Neegplog onkwbnke Kal eine: «Ace Pe va 0OU TWw TNV
Lotopia pou». O KOOUOC ATAV E£TOLUOG VO akoAoUuBnoEL.
MdaAwota, o otixog 18 kAelvel, amdvinoav, «Ag apyxlooupe
va Eavaytiloupe, 1ol Eekivnoav auTd To KaAo €pyo».
"Otav 6pwe To dkouaoayv o avBaAdt o Xopwvitng, o ToBlag
o Appwvitng kat o Feody, o Apafag, pag xYAsLooav Kol Hag
yAevooav. Tu elval outdO TIOU KAVETE, PWTNOAV;
Enavaotateite evavtiov Tou BactAld;" Mati o Tavpaldr, o
ToBiag kot o Meoap Arav avtibetol pe tov Neeuia; MNola
Atav n peyain unéBeon nou avolkodopnoav to Tteixog; O
Sanballat kat o Tobiah eival dpyovteg tou moAépou. Exouv
TG OLKEG TOUG UKPEG TIOAELG KOl TIOALTELEC OTLG OTOLEG
kuBepvouv. Exouv TN O&lKA TOUG HMIKPH OLKOVOWLKNA
outokpatopla. Eav n lepoucalniu yivel peyain duvaun,
Wdlaitepa onpavtik owkovoulk duvaun, Ba PAAPEL v
ETIXELPNON) TOUC. Z€ éva A0 HaBnua Ba culnNTHOOUUE TIG
Sladopetikég GOPEC TIOU N AVILTOAITEUGN ONKWVEL TO
aoxnUo KepaAL Tng

Av o Zatavag dev mpoonaBdnost va epnmodiosl Ta dvelpd

oog, ta Ovelpd oag eivat TMOAU pikpd. Av  Sev

npoonabnosL va oag epnodioel, v ovelpeleote oxedOV

OpKETA. M£pog Tng dypadng meplypadng epyaciog kabe

guoePfolc nyétn  eival  TO  avamodeukto NG

OVTLUETWITLONG TNG KPLTIKAC.

a) O Neepiog e€€taoe TO LOTOPKO TWV ETLKPLTWV TOU.
"Toug amdvtnoa Aéyovtag otL o Oedg tou Oupavou
Ba pag dwoel smtuyia. Epeic ol unnpéteg tou Ba
EeKLVOOUUE TNV avolkodounaon, aAAd 000 yLa 04,
Oev €xeTe KaVEVA PEPLSLO OTNV lEpOUCAANU I KoL
aflwon n wtopkd Sikaiwpa oe autnv." (Neegpiag
2:20) EBece 10 egpwtnua: Eixav autol oL avtpeg
LOTOPLKO va BonBouv Tov Aad Tou Oeou; Eixav autol
oL avBpwroL LoTopLko va B€Aouv va untootnpiouv ta
TPAYHATA TIOU uTtootnpilel o Oedc; Otav oképtnke
™V Tinyn, €ywe o anodacloPEVOC Ao TOTE va
adroeL Kavévay va OTOUATAOEL TO €pY0 EKTOC amd
ToV 1610 ToV O£6. MLa AmAvTNon oTNV KPLTLKA YLa TO
€PYO TOU KAVETE yLa Tov O€0 eival «Mag Selyvete To
LOTOPIKO Oag. Aev £XOUME OAEC TIC QMAVINOELG.
Kavoupe 0,tt koAUtepo pmopoUpe. Eiote kdAmolog
TIOU KAVEL aUTO Ttou BEAeL 0 Oedg; Av va, Seifte pag
TG VA TO KAVOUUE. Mn pog meite!»

B) Oewpnos to WoToPKO Tou Oeol Tou. HEepe OTL 0 P0G
NBele va £xeL emtuxia. Eixe axkouoesl otopleg yla
HEYAAOUC AvTpeg Tou Oeol Ttou yeAolomololvTay, yLa
1) O Nwe eixe mepdosl mMAvw omd €eKATO XPOVIA
Xtilovtag pa KIBwto kot o OAn tn Sladpoun ot
avBpwrol fexwpllav kol amAw¢ yelouoav. 2) O
Mwuorn¢ Tou pmnke otnv auAn tou Qapaw Kal EAeye
«A0E TOV AaO HOU va TTAEL KoL TA YEALQ TTOU TIPETIEL VAL
VEULOE eKkelvn TNV aUAR TNV pwtn pépa. O Tapdwy,
TOU omolou Ta patia eiyav ofroel, tov kopoldeuayv ot
HLO TTOpEQ, EVW NTaV OKAAPWHEVOG Kal aAUcOSENEVOC,




2. Inappropriate fear. The Jews had allowed themselves to
become bewildered and intimidated. They allowed the
seeds of doubt to be sown and when the seeds of doubt
are sown, a harvest of despair is inevitable. "What |
feared has come upon me." (Job 3:25) From the begin-
ning of time, God knew the problem that fear would
pose for all humankind. That may be the reason He put
350 verses in the Bible that begin with the words "Fear
not.” If you are a child of God, the only thing you really
have to fear is fear itself. It will destroy you. Those Jews
had an inappropriate fear.

3. Inadequate faith. The real source of the problem was
they were trying to build this wall without an
awareness of spiritual realities. They got tired, worn
out, and discouraged because they were trying to build
a great wall instead of trying to build a wall for a great
God. There is a big difference. They made a big mistake.
You see, this was not their wall. This was God's wall.
When God owns something, even the gates of Hell can't
prevail against it. If they had kept those two things in
mind, they would have had nothing to fear. Our God is
for us, and this is His wall. Their discouragement would
have been at a very low level.

The cure for discouragement

We've all been there and done that. Some of you are in the
depths of discouragement right now. The crucial test of
leadership is keeping momentum through the valleys. That's
true when you are talking about the business you may run,
the team you coach, the school you operate, the church over
which you are an elder over or the family of which you are
a parent of. The real test of leadership is how you keep the
momentum going when everybody seems to be getting
discouraged around you.

1. Adjusted their focus. The Israelites are scared, they are
discouraged, they are ready to quit. In verse 14, he said,
"After | look things over, | stood up and said to the nobles,
the officials and the rest of the people, 'Don't be afraid of
them, remember the Lord, who is great and awesome."
(Nehemiah 4:14) Good speech Nehemiah! Great first line.
You see, Nehemiah knew that the real problem wasn't
Tobiah. The real problem wasn't Sanballat or Geshem. The
real problem wasn't the rubble, the spears or the sword.
The real problem was that they forgot to remember the
great and awesome Lord. That's why they became afraid.
Nehemiah said, "Take your eyes off the rubble, take your
eyes off the enemy and fix your eyes on God." The lesson
for us is this: You can either have an awesome problem or
you can have an awesome God but you cannot have both.
Did you hear that? Now you can have an awesome problem
and a small impotent God and, by the way, your problem
will stay awesome. It won't get any smaller and it won't go

Aéyovtag "BAATE e Kel TTOU TO XEPLA LOU HITOPOUV Val
ayyi€ouv TIC KOAOvec". kal o MoAldB kopoidevel TO
QyopaKLTIoU £lXe Byel He TIg METPEC. ETOL, 6Tav auTtol ol
AaAAot elpwvelTtnkav tov Negplia, gine, "O Ogd¢ pag Ba
pog Swoel erutuyia. EXeL LOTOPLKO va KAVEL AUTO TIOU O
KOOopOG AéeL OtL Sev pmopel va yivel." Ot
To povo peyalutepo mpoBAnUa TG ekkAnaotag tou Xplotol
onuepa dev ivat ta mpoBARUATA TNC AAAA TO TL OKEPTETAL
yla ta tpoBARata tng. MNapa moAAEG ekkAnoleg motevouy
OTL Ta TpoPANRpata eival peyaAutepa amd tov Oe6 Tou .
Auto dgv oupPaivel oOTE.
Apxn 5: H eukaipia ocuvodevetal mavia and aviibeon
"AAMG Ba nmapapeivw otnv Edeco pExpL tnv Nevinkootn.
Emed) pou €xel avoifel pla  peyain mopta yla
oanoteAeopatIK SOUAELA, kol UTIAPXouV TIoAAOL TTou pou
avtwtiBevral." Twpa 6&¢ To. Aev akouyetal cav avtidpaon;
Néel, «MNpémel va pelvw 6w, ylati, ylatl elval avtq n
unépoxn mopta avoltn». (1 KopwbBioug 16:8-9) Mwg to
yvwplilete; «Ymapyouv kaBe eidoug avBpwrol Tou pou
gvavtiwvovtaw. OL Teplocotepol amo £updg Aépe, "O
KOOUOG pou evavTiwvetal. KAelos tnv mopta. Mape. Ag
dUyoupe and edw." O MavAog Aéet O0tL Sev pumopet va pUyel
oKOpa emeldn 0 Oe0¢ dvole pia mopta. AUTOC lval cuxva
0 TpoOmo¢ Tou Aswtoupyel. KaBe dopd mou kamolog
ovVNOUXel TPOAYUATIKA Yl TOUG avBpwroug, ekeivol mou
Sev avnouyxoUv oAU Ba avaotatwBouv. Omnote KAMoLog
BeAeL vau KAvVeL KATL, €kelvol ou &gv KaAvouv timota Oa
B£houv va metafouv mEtpeg. MU' autd dev mpémel va
Blalopoote va €PUNVEVCOUUE Ta TPOBAAMATA KAl
avtiBeon wg €vdelfn OTL €lpaoTe €KTOC TOU BEANUA TOU
@e0oU. AuTO eV €xeL va KAVEL e TO av eloTe péoa n €€w amo
To OéAnpa Tou OeoU.
To amoAuto MopASelyUa QUTWY TwV BnUAtwv epappoyng
Wbewv PBploketal otov i6lo Tov Incol XpLoto. Aev umipée
MEYOAUTEPO £PYO, LEYOAUTEPO KIVNLA KAL LEYAAUTEPO £PYO
ard auto Tou ovopdloupe Xplotioviopo. OAa Eekivhoav
otav dnuoupyndnke o avBpwrog. O Oedc eime: «Exw noén
0TO HUAAO pou Twe Ba AutpwBel n avBpwrdtntar. (Féveon
3) Etol 0 Oedg Koitate to eUPOC TNC €lkOVAG. AcXOANONKe
e o Aad Tou otéAvovtog Tov 8ikd Tou Y16 va TapeL oapKa.
Mo £xel TapakLvAoeL va SoU e To TTPOPANUA TG apoptiog
otn {wn pag. Mag avaykdlel kdBe pépa va otpadolpe
otov Xplotd w¢ amavtnon. ERale skel avBpwrmoug mou
£XOUV LOXUPEC TIPOCWTILKEC HapTUpPleC 6w o MovAog—
TIPOYHOTIKE, KaBe Xplotlavo Ttou omoiou n Twr £xel
oAAdGEeL. TOte To €pyo TOU XPLOTLAVIOHOU €XeL avtitaxOel
TEPLOOOTEPO  amo  omoladnmote AMn  Suvaun N
omolodnmote GAAO Kivnua otnv Lotopla Tou KOoUOU.

‘Exete mapeL tnv anodaon va adplepwoete Tn {wr o0¢ oToV

XpLoto; Eav Oev €xete, MPEMEL VO TO KAVETE ONUEPO.
MaBnua AG #1327 17 Auyouotou 1997 amnd tov Steve Flatt




away. Or you can have an awesome God and you will have
problems; they will be nowhere nearly as large as those of
the unbeliever. You can have an awesome God or you can
have an awesome problem—but you can't have both. One
of the most encouraging things that we can do is to do what
Nehemiah said, "Remember how awesome your God is,
remember how great He is, and remember He is for you and
He fights for you.

"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" "Will
death, or famine or nakedness or peril of the sword?"
(Romans 8:35) Paul names the worse things that could
possibly happen to anybody. "No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors." More than conquerors "through
Him who loved us." (Romans 8:37) You can have an
awesome God or you can have an awesome problem.
Nehemiah said remember you've got an awesome God. He
adjusted their focus.

2. Advanced their fortifications. "Therefore, | station some
of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the
exposed places, posting them by families with their swords,
spears and bows." .... "From that day on, half of my men did
the work while the other half was equipped with spears,
shields, bows, and armor. The officers posted themselves
behind all the people of Judah who were building the wall.
Those who carried materials did their work with one hand
and held a weapon in the other. And each of the builders
wore his sword at his side as he worked." (Nehemiah 4:13,
16)

Now, someone may have the question: "Doesn’t arming the
people show a lack of faith? Nehemiah has already prayed,
God, take care of us. Don't let anything happen to us. Why
on earth would he arm all of his people? Didn't he trust God
to take care of him?" There are a lot of people who think
that way. Nehemiah was showing his faith by his works, his
actions.

Jesus said "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into
temptation." (Matthew 26:41) Did you hear that? Watch
and pray! Paul wrote "Devote yourselves to prayer being
watchful and prayerful." (Colossians 4:2) You see what is
being said in those two verses? Pray—oh, absolutely. But as
you pray, be on your watch for the enemy.

Peter put it this way: "Be self-controlled and alert. Your
enemy, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion looking
for someone to devour." (1 Peter 5:8) It is faith to pray to
God for protection, then to put your armor on and be on
guard against the devil.

In fact, to pray for protection and to leave vyourself
vulnerable to the enemy, that's not faith, that is foolish
presumption. For example, if you pray saying, "Now, Lord,

Kepahato 5

ANTIMETQMIZH THZ ATTOGGAPPH2HZ

Otav éva KahO €pyo yla tov Oed Pploketal os £€EALEN,
propeite va eiote PePalol OtL 0 Zatavag Ba KAvel
aIoAUTWG O,TL Uropel yla va To VikRoet. Twpa, TLKAAUTEPOC
TPOTIOG YLA VAL VIKNOETE ad TO VO KAVETE AMAWG TOV AaO
Tou OeoU va napattnBei. O Negpiog mpooeUxeTal yL' auTo.

‘EXEL TIPOETOLUAOCEL TOV KOOWMO. EXEL OPYAVWOEL TOV KOGHO

Kal yivovtal onoudaia mpaypata. «Etol, favayxticaue to
TelXog HEXpL VA PTAoEL TO pLoO Tou UYPOG: yiati ol dvBpwrtoL
SoUAgvav pe OAn Toug TNV Kapdld (sixav HUOAO va
SouAéPouv — NKJIV).» (Nee. 4:6)

Aev gival KatamAnKtiko; Mevrivto 600 LEPEG LETA TO £pYO,
£XEL TEAELWOEL 0TA HLod Tou dpduou. Anticteutn mpoodog!
Mropeite va elote olyoupol OtL 0 yépog SlaBolog dev Ba
Toug adnoeL noLYouq. Oa POCTIABNOEL VA TOUG KAVEL val
piéouv TNV neto€ta, n otnv Mepintwaon toug, va pifouv to
puotpl. NMwg avtédpaos o Neegpiag ywo va ByaAsl toug
avBpwrmoug and autr tnv anobdppuvaon;

KataAUtng amobdppuvon¢—autd To XPNOLIOMOLlEl o
Slapolog yla va ta GépeL.

2. Tlelowomoinon. "Otav o ZavBoAdt dkouoce OTL
Eavaytilope to TelXog, BUMWOE Kal e€opyloTnKe TOAU.

Eyeholos Ttoug loudaloug Kkal, Eevwmov Twv
OUVEPYATWY TOU KAl TOU 0TPATOU TNG ZaUdpEeLag, elme:
"TL kavouv autoli oL oadUvapol EPpaio; Oa

anokataotioouv To Telxog toug, Oa mpoodEpouv
Buoieg; Oa teAewwoouv oe pla pépa; Mrmopouv va
EavalwvtaveéPouv TIg METPEC Ao AUTOUG TOUG CWPOUG
epemiwy, KopEVeS omwg eivat;» O TwRlag o Appwvitng
TIOU PpLOKOTOV OTO TAEUPO TOU Eime: «AutO TOU
XTilouv, av £0Tw Kol pia aAsmol avéBalve avw Tou,
Ba Toug ykpEULle Tov Tolxo amo nétpegy. (Neepiog 4:1-
3) Npoo£€arte 6tL yeholomolovoav a) tov i6lo tov Aad —
«autolg toug aduvapoug loudaioug», ekelvoug Toug
avBpwrmoug mou £xouv £pBeL amd tn okAaPud. B) n
Bpnokela Toug — «Ba mpoodépouv Buoiegy; Towg
OVOPWTLECTE TL OXE0N €XeL oUTO Ue TI¢ Buaiec. Autod
Aéel, "A, Ouowalouv avBpwrouc—eival TG00
Bpnokevopevol. lowg vouilouv OTL urmopouv va Kaouv
KAmolo HooxapL 1 Kamow opvi kat o Toixog Ba
Eavaytiotel." kat y) Tn SOUAELA TOUG — «aVv pLa AAETIOU
avéfalve mAvw amdé autdo Tou  €xtilav, Oa
BpuppoTiloTay and KATw».

TLKAveL n yeholomoinon; Kavel kamolov va apdBAarAeL
Ttolot eivat Kat TL Prmopouv va kavouv. H yeholomoinon
elval mavta 1o umokatdotato tng Aoywkng. Eav ot
avBpwrol dev pmopolV va oag €Enynoouv amo o
Béon, tote amAwg Ba emotpéPouv O KATL TUO
apxéyovo. Amlwg 6Oa oe kopoidelouv. Oa o€
glpwveutolv. OL AavBpwrmolL Tou yeAolomolouy




tonight | want to go a movie and, boy, it's filthy and violent,
it's filled with sex and immorality and violence. | hear it's
got a great plot, so God just protect me from all that other
stuff." Friends, that's not a prayer God will honor. How
presumptive it is for you to say, "God, | want to go dance
with the enemy but You take care of me, OK?" It's just as
presumptive as the father who prays, "Now, Lord, you know
| need to work these 80 hours for the next many, many,
many weeks. | just got to do it to bring home more bacon.
But, God, you take care of my family and make sure those
kids turn out right." How presumptive! Do we expect God
to answer that prayer? Or you may say, "God, | know you
want me to marry a Christian. | know that it is important,
but, you know, there's this person and | know they don't
care about you. I'll tell you what. God, you can change their
heart." If you go dance with the enemy, don't you expect
God to protect you. What Nehemiah said here is absolutely
right. He said we're going to pray to God, and we're going
to post a guard. It's like the old saying in a revolution "Trust
in God and keep the powder dry." It's exactly what God
would expect us to do. He advanced their fortifications, and
we need to be doing the same thing in our personal lives.
3. Advocated their future. "Don't be afraid of them.
Remember the Lord who is great and awesome and fight
for your brothers, your sons, and your daughters, your
wives, and your homes." (Nehemiah 4:14) Nehemiah said,
"We're not just building a wall here, we're building a
future." What a great statement to a discouraged people.
He said for them to have a long-term perspective. What
we're doing here is bigger than the moment.

4. Accentuated their fellowship. "Then | said to the nobles,
the officials, and the rest of the people, the work is
extensive and spread out and we are widely separated from
each other along the wall. Whenever you hear the sound of
the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us."
(Nehemiah 4:19-20) "At that time, | also said to the people,
'Have every man and his helper stay inside Jerusalem at
night so they can serve us as guards by night and workmen
by day." (Nehemiah 4:22) You see, Nehemiah had the
fellowship drawn in tighter. He said, "We're going to have a
trumpeteer and whenever you hear that trumpet,
everybody come together because we need to be together
for safety." Then he said, "Those of you who have been
living outside the wall, you come and live inside." He did
that for their protection and to keep them from hearing all
that awful propaganda the enemies are spreading.
Nehemiah had all the people come together because he
knew that fellowship is a great antidote for
discouragement.

Like those Jews 2,500 years ago, all of us have trouble with
rubble. I'd like to tell you that all of our problems would go
away. They won't. We can hang in there together and we

¢doBouvrat mavta. PoPouvrat OTL Oa ta kKaTadEPELG Kat
Sev Ba ta katadépouv. Eival To epyaleio Tou Zatava.

2. Avtiotaon. "Otav 6pwe o ZavBalar, o ToBilag, ot Apapeg,
ol ApwVITEG Kot ol avdpeg Tng Acdwd dkouoav OTL oL
ETLOKEVUEG OTO TelYo¢ 1TNG lepoucalnu  eixav
TIPOXWPNOEL KAl OTL TA KEVA elxav KAeloeL. ‘Htav moAu
Bupwpévol." BAfmete n yelolomoinon 6&ev TOUG
eunodioe. «OAol pall cuvwpotnoav va €pbouv va
TIOAEUoOUV TNV lepoucOAAp Kol va TPOKOAECOUV
nipoBAfuato evavtiov tney». (Negpiag 4:7-8) Twpa n
6éa edw dev elval Evag OAOKANPWTIKOG TTOAEOG. AUTO
TIOU £X0UV OTO HUOAO Toug o Sanballat, o Tobiah kat
OloL oL exBpoi edw eilval n Tpopokpatia — o
ovtaptonoAeuog. Eival ocav éva {euydpl amo £04G Vo
G0oUAeVETE OTOV TOlXO KOL va Tnyaivete omitt éva
Bpadu, dou, kamolog Byaivel amd Toug BAUVOUC Kol
Sev BA€nete ma autolG Toug epyatec. M auto va eiote
oe empuloky yurl Ba  oteiloups  elelBepoug
OKOTIEUTEG va oo¢ mapaldBouv evav kabe dopa. Eival
£vac PUXOAOYLKOG TTOAEHOC.

3. OAun. "Ev Tw petagy, o Aaog otov louda gine: "H Suvaun
TWV EPYATWY UTIOXWPEL, KoL UTIAPXOUV TOoA UTtAla TToU
Sev umopoupue va favayticoupe To teixog". Emiong, ot
gxBpot pog eimav: "Mptv to kataAdBouv A pag dSouv, Ba
elpaote akplPwe ekel avapeod toug, kot Bo TOug
OKOTWOOUE Kol Ba teppatiooupes to €pyo. Tote ApBav
ot loudaiot mou {oVoav KOVTA TOUG Kal Hag eimav S€ka
dopEg omou KL av otpadeite, Oa emiteBolv.» (Negpiag
4:10-12). Q, U0 XOPAKTNPLOTIKA OXETIKA UE TIC PHUES
Eemndnoav amno auteg TG oeAibeg:

a) OAuec Sladidovtal amd ekeivoug mou Bpiokovral
TILO Kovta otov €xBp0d. «Eimav ot EBpaiol mou éuevav
KOVTA TouG». KaBe dpopd ou ouvavtATe KATIOLOV TIOU
SLabidel prApEG yla va poTalwoeL i va SLaAUoEL éva
HeYAaAo £pyo Tou Oeou, unopeite va siote BEPalot OTL
Sev améxel moAl amd to £XOplKO OTPATOMESO, TOCO
TIVEUHOTIKA 000 KoL UNLKOTEXVLKAL.

B) OL ¢nueg eival mavra umepBoAikéc kabwg To
enavalopPBavouv. «Ou EPBpaiol pag to eimav Seka
dopégy. AMAWG yivovtal OAo kol peyoAUTEpaA Kol
HEYOAUTEPQ KAl EKTOG EAEYXOU.

‘ETol, auTd £lval Ta TPAYHATO TIOU XPNOLLOTIOLEL O ZOTaVAC

ylo va Egkvosl tnv amoBdppuvan, tn yelolomoinon kat
v avtiotaon kat Tt dApes. Asv sival evdladépov OTL ot
TOKTIKEG TOU Yatavd Sev £€xouv oAAdgel oAU, £tol Sev
elvay; Npaypoatikd dev €xel véa omAa. Elval ta dla maAld
TIPAYHATA TIOU XPnOolUoTolel ofpepa. Oa SoUpe OTL ol
EBpaiol amoBappuvOnkav apketd. MNati; Mati Atav téco
ETUPPETEIC O QUTA TA TTOALA TEXVAOLOTO TOU ZOTAVA;

Ot ouyKupieg Tav KataAAnAeg ya anobdppuvon.




can build a great wall for God. "Let's encourage each other
as long as it’s called today." ... "And let us not forsake the
assembly." (Hebrews 10:24-23) Let us be together
whenever we possibly can.

Ministry is messy. Isn't that profound? Deep, isn't it?
Ministry is messy. Ministry is getting out there in the name
of God where things have been destroyed and where things
need to be built and lives need to be repaired and families
need to be put back together. You can't have ministry
without rubble. It's going to always be messy. And if Heaven
had been afraid of getting messy, we'd sure be in a mess,
wouldn't we? Because Jesus never would have come to this
earth and packaged Himself in flesh. Ministry will always be
costly, make us tired, and get us discouraged. We will
always need to be motivated and pumped up to do more.
You can't build something great for God without getting
your hands dirty.

Faithfulness means finishing. Satan's aim is to make the
Christian a quitter. He just wants you to quit. He wants you
to come down off the wall. “Therefore, my dear brothers,
stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your
labor in the Lord is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Are you discouraged? Have the catalysts of Satan been
working on you? Have the circumstances been right for
discouragement in your life? Have you allowed those
internal causes to take root? You've got an awesome God,
far more awesome than whatever problem you might have.
Put your trust and faith in Him today.

AG Lesson #1329 August 31, 1997 by Steve Flatt

Chapter 6

THE INFLUENCE OF MONEY

The book of Nehemiah is more than the story of a city in
need of a wall. It is the story of a people in need of revival.
It's a story worth our study because it tells us what we need
to do in order to stay on fire or to get back on fire for God.
As it does that, the book of Nehemiah warns us that if we
are revived to do a great work for God, be ready! Satan is
going to do absolutely everything he can to thwart us. He
will raise up external opposition, people like Sanballat, and
Tobiah, and Geshem and all of their allies. He will use
ridicule, rumor and finally physical resistance in the form of
terrorism to try to intimidate us from doing their work.
The best way Satan thwarts a great work of God is not from
the outside but from the inside. Just get the followers to
fight among themselves. Have you ever stopped to think
about the number of diversities and differences that Satan
has exploited to get God's people not to get along? For
example, he has used racial differences, -cultural

1. 'Htav kovtd otnv £€avtinon. «H duvaun twv gpyatwv
unoxwpet». (Neguiag 4:10) Hrav tadatmwpnuévol, Atav
$Oapuévol. OL katoaotdoel daivovtal mAvia TLo
OMEATILOTIKEG OTav eloal vekpoOg koupaopEvog. Hrav
Kovtd oto onpeio e€davtAnong kal dev rtav moubevd
KOVTA TNV oAoKAnpwon.

O HAlag o peyahog mpodntng Tou O£oU, o< £va Ao T
peyala kedalala tng BifAou, paxetal pe tov Axadp
KaL tnv leldBel kot mavw and 800 mpodnteg
e€adavitovtal. Tote o HAlag kateBaivel amod 1o 6pog
KapunAog kat Balel Tov pavdua tou otn {wvn Tou Kal
Eemepva tov Axadf (Tmou TOPEUTMTTIOVIWG NTAV Of
appa). Aekooxtw MiAta péxpl tnv lepaél. "O HAlag
Byaivel katw amod éva 6évipo xwpig mpodavr Adyo Kkal
AéeL @€ pou, Sev UTIAPYEL KOVEVAG AANOG EKTOG ATO
gUéva, amAa mape tn {wn pou. Asv BéAw va {now."
Elval 1600 KaTaBAUTTIKOG 600 OAoL Pyaivouv €fw.
O¢Aete vo pABete TN PeYAAn TIVEUMATIKA GUUPBOUAN
Tiou £8woe 0 Oo¢ otov HAla ekelvn TNV eukatpia; AéeL:
«HAla, onkw, mape KATL va oG KoL TIAPE EVAV UTIVOKOY.
O HAlog To €kave kal 0tav onkwlnke o Oedg Tou eime
™ Oeltepn dopd «HAla, mape katt dAho va dag.
MAyawe va kolunOeic Alyo akOpa».

«OL avBpwroL og 52 pépeg £XTLOQV TO TELXOC OTO HLOO
oG Toun. AANAG E€peTe TL vopillw OTL gival to KA£LSL
ekel; To wod tou UYPog! Zépets, autd Ta TMPWTIA
TouBAdKLa ATaV eUKOAa. AMNA TWPO TO KALVOUPYLO £ixe
$Oapel koL auTtd To PEPOC ATAV EVal XAOG. Agv E€pw av
TOo €XeTe MPOOELEL N OXL, aAAd Bewpw OTL O ULOOC
Opouog eival duokolog otn lwn. Mepikol anod €0dg
propel va elote dpopelg, wote va EEPeTe OTL N TUO
6UOKOAN OTwyun ot évav aywva eival to pod Tou
Opopou. Aev €xelg mApel akOpa tov SeUTEPO AVEUO
ooU, €l0al 600 KOUPOOUEVOG UTOpPELG Kat Sev pmopet
TIOPA va TEPAOEL amd 10 pUaAd oou «Exw va maw 600
éxw nén ¢rtaocew. Eivalr plo Tpouepd, TPOUEPA
KataOAUTTIKA oTyun. Edv Sev siote Spopcac, aiyoupa,
£XETE KAVEL OLKOYEVELAKEG SLAKOTIEG KOl OXESOV LOALG TO
outokivnto Byel amd to Spopo, Ta maAldld pwTtoulv,
"Elpaote akopa ekel;" e pwtave g 6An tn Stadpopn,
OAAG TO XELPOTEPO CGNELD lval OTav 08nNYEiTe Yo WPEG
Kal akouyetal fava, "Eipaote axkopa ekel;" «Ox,
elpaote mepimou ota pLod tou §popoux. Q, OxL - ota
HLoG Tou 8popou; Tela 0ou, 0 TaTavag EEPEL OTLTA ULod
Tou Spopov eivatl pia PuyoAoyka SUCKOAN OTLyUn Kal
Bélelg va mdapouv OAa ta epelmia. AmAwg Sev
Aettoupyel €tol!

Ol EBpaiol anoBapplivBnkav emeldr oL cuVONKeG NTav
Kat@AAnAec. O Zatavdg To €ide Kal £0TEINE €KEIVEG TIG
MLKPEG KATOAUTLKEG MOVASEC yLA VA TIUPOSOTICOUV TLG
TIPOYHOTIKEG altieg amoBdppuvong, yelolomoinong,
avtiotaong kat pnuwv. Eivat ol e§wteplkég SUVAUELG.




differences, differences in educational levels, generational
strife and just about everything you can think of to divide
God's people. But one of the oldest tensions that has
existed among God's people is the difference between the
rich and the poor. In fact, | believe the love of money has
stalled more walls for God than all the hatred and
opposition of the enemy put together. The love of money
has hampered God's work more than any external force
that you can name. One of the amazing things about life is
we don't particularly want God to tell us how to do it; it's
with the realm of finances.

"Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against

their Jewish brothers. Some were saying, we and our sons

and daughters are numerous. In order for us to eat and stay
alive, we must get grain. Others were saying, we are
mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and our homes to get
grain during the famine. Still others were saying, we've had
to borrow money to pay the king's taxes on our fields and
vineyards. Although, we are of the same flesh and blood as
our countrymen and though our sons are as good as theirs,
yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to slavery.

Some of our daughters have already been enslaved but we

are powerless because our fields and vineyards belong to

others." (Nehemiah 5:1-5)

This may be the first recorded labor strike. "We're not

building the wall, we're stopping, and we’ve got a real

problem."

Basic complaints:

1. Thelandis over-populated. They say we now have sons
and daughters and refugees are moving in now that the
wall is going up, they want to be a part of Jerusalem,
and it's just harder to get food because there are too
many people.

2. We're having to mortgage our homes to get grain. We
don't own our property anymore, and because we need
grain and we are going into debt to survive.

3. We are having to sell our children into slavery. We do
not have food. Our property has been foreclosed
because of debt. The only remaining option is to sell our
children into slavery rather than let them starve along
with us.

I don't believe that God intends for every one of His children

to be rich in worldly goods. Neither does He want them to

be in financial bondage.

Causes:

1. Famine. | don't know if drought was the problem. | don't
know the circumstances, but there was a famine. Isn’t it
interesting that Nehemiah had to build during tough times?
Nehemiah had to build during a famine. Remember that the
next time you have to do your ministry during difficult

H mpayuotikr awcia tng amoBappuvong dev eival
efwtepkn. Eival  eowtepikd. O Zatoavdag 6Oa
Xpnoljomolnosl  €€wTeplkd  MPAyHOTA  yld  va
TIPOETOLUACEL TNV avtAia, aAAd n amoBdppuvor pag
Tipogpxetal anod péoa. Ol EBpaiot eiyav SUo ecwtepikd
T(PAYHATA TIOU TipokaAoloav Thv anoBdppuvar) Toug.

2. Avappootog ¢oBog. Ol EBpaiol eixav adrosl Tov eauto
Tou¢ va umepdeutel kal va ekdpoflotel. Adnoav va
omeipouv tou¢ omopoug TG apdlBoAiag kal otav
OTIEPVOVTAL OL OTIOPOL TNG apdLBOALAG, N CUYKOMLEH TNG
andyvwong sivat avanodeuktn. «Auto nou pofopouy
NPBe mavw pouy. (lwp 3:25) Ano tnv apxr Tou xpovou,
0 Oe06¢ yvwplle To MPOoBAnua ou Ba dnpLoupyovoe o
d6Bog ya 6An tnv avBpwrodtnTa. AutOg Umopsl va
elval o Aoyog mou £Bale 350 otixoug otn BifAo mou
Eeklvouyv pe TG Af€elg «Mn doBacawy. Av sioal maldi
TOU Oe0U, TO HOVO TIPAYHA TIOU TIPETEL TIPAY LOTLKA VOl
doBaocal sivat o iblog o doPoc. Oa oe KATAOTPEYEL.
Autol ot EBpaiot gixav évav akataAllnio ¢opo.

3. Avemapknc miotn. H mpayatikn mnyn Tou mpoBARUOTOG
Atav otL mpoomnabovoav va XTioouv autd To TElXOG
xwplc va €xouv emiyvwon TG  TIVEUUATIKAG
mpayuatikotntag. Koupdotnkav, eéavtAndnkav Kot
anoBappuvOnkav ylati mpoomabovoav va xtioouv Eva
peyalo telyog avti va mpoomabouv va xticouv éva
telyog yla évav peydlo ©gd. Yrapyel peyain dtodopd.
Exavav peydlo AdBoc. BAémete, autog dev nrav o
Toilxog Toug. AuTdg rtav o Toixog Tou Ogol. Otav o
Oed¢ KATEXEL KATL, AKOUN Kal oL TIUAeC TG KOAaong Sev
prmopoUV va to umeploxloouv. Av sixav autd ta uo
Tipayata oto HUoAd toug, Sev Ba eiyav timota va
doBnBolv. O Oedc pog eival ylo ERAg, kKol ouTog eivat
o toixo¢ Tou. H amoBdppuveon toucg Ba ntav og oAU
XOUNAO eminedo.

H Ogpameio g amodappuveng

‘Hupootov 6lot exel ko to kévape. Mepikoli omd €odg

Bpiokeote ota Badn ¢ amobdppvvong awt) ™ otryun. H
Kpiown doxyocio myeciog eivor mn datipnon  Tng
duvapkng péca omd Tig Koadeg. Avtd 1oydel Otav [AdTe
Yl TNV ETMXEIPTON TOV UmopEl va dlevBvvete, TV oudoa
OV TPOTOVEITE, TO GYOAEID TOL AgtTOLpYEitE, TNV EKKANGiO
oTNV omoia £ioTe TPEGPVUTEPOG 1 TNV OIKOYEVELN TG OTTOL0G
glote yoveic. H mpayuotikn doxuacio nyesiog eivol mmg
dwmpeite T duvopkny  Otav  Olol  QaiveTtonl  va
amofapphvoviol YOp® Goc.

1. PUBuLoe tnv eotiaon toug. O lopanAiteg dpofouvtal,
armoBappuvovtal, €ival €Toluol va Ta TAPATHOOoUV. 2TO
edadlo 14, eine: «AdouU koitafa ta mpdyuata, onkwonka
Kot elma otoug euyevelg, TOug AflWUATOUXOUG Kal TOV
umoAoLno Aaod: Mnv toug dpoPdote, BupnBeite tov Kuplo,




times. Don't whine about it, don't think God's not for it just
because there are difficulties surrounding it.
2. Taxation. They are still under the rule of Artaxerxes and
so they are still subject to the king's tax. (v. 4) Nehemiah
does not say one word about trying to get the tax lifted,
does he? Scripture makes it clear that God's people should
meet their obligations to government. "Render unto Caesar
that which is Caesar’s."

3. Exploitation. Now the wealthy Jews would have resented

that word. They would have claimed that they were just
being good businessmen. In fact, they would have claimed,
"Why, we're just being benevolent! We are finding ways to
finance our brothers." They claimed that they were being
benevolent. The fact is they were charging an exorbitant
annual interest rate and some of the poor among the Jews
had to sell their sons and daughters into slavery. “We are
only charging the standard business practice rate. There's
nothing wrong with a fellow making a buck, is there? In fact,
we find that age-old adage, "the rich are getting richer, and
the poor are getting poorer." (Nehemiah 5:7) The rich are
the ones responsible.
Nehemiah can't do anything about the famine—God will
have to take care of that. Nehemiah's not going to do
anything about the taxation, but he will do something
about the exploitation. "When | heard their outcry and
these charges, | was very angry." (Nehemiah 5:6) Look at
that! Why is he so angry? It really was common business
practice among the people. You lend money, you charge
interest rates. So, if they have to sell their kids into slavery,
it's their problem, not mine.

Reasons for outrage:

1. The wealthy Jews were violating God's law. God had
said, "If you lend money to one of my people among
you who is needy, do not be like a moneylender, charge
him no interest." (Exodus 22:5) It was the law of God
that an lIsraelite could not charge interest to money
loaned to a fellow Israelite in need. That was the law.
No ifs, ands and buts! It was repeated in Leviticus and
again in Deuteronomy 23:19-20 "Do not charge your
brother interest, whether on money or food or
anything else that may earn interest. You may charge a
foreigner interest, but not a brother Israelite. So that
the Lord your God may bless you in the land you are
entering to possess." Now, you may not understand the
differentiation. But God said, "l am intentionally setting
up a very peculiar economic system. For one thing, I'm
telling you not to work on the seventh day. | want the
whole world to notice that you can just take it easy. You
rest, you relax, and you praise me. | want the world to
notice that you don't even charge interest to your own
brother. Then | bless you far more abundantly than all
those other nations. They'll sit up and say, '"How on
earth do you figure that?" It must be the power of an

Tou eival peyalog kal ¢poPepog .» (Negpiag 4:14) Kahog
AOyoc Neegpia! Yriépoxn mpwtn ypappun. BAénete, o Negpiag
néepe OTL TO TMpaypaATIKO MPOPAnUa Sev rtav o ToBlag. To
TIPOYHATIKO TPOPANpa dev ntav to Sanballat ) to Geshem.
To mpaypatiko mpoPAnpa dev ftav ta epeimia, Ta dopata
1| To omaBi. To MpayHATIKO TPOBANUA NTaV OTL E£xaoav va
Bupouvtal Ttov peyaho kot ¢ofepo Kiuplo. MU' autod
doPndnkav. O Neepiag eine: «MNdpe Ta PATIO COU ATO TO
epelmia, mape Ta pdtio cou amd tov €xBpo Kal koltage Ta
pATI oou oTov @gbd». To HABnua yLa eRAg lval to €€NG:
Mmopeite eite va €xete éva ¢oPepd mpoPAnua eite va
€xete évav ¢poPepd Ocod, ahAd SV UTIOPEITE VA EXETE KaL T
SU0. To dkouoeg auTto? Twpa UMopEeig va £XeLg Eva doPepod
MPOPANUA Kol évav  HIKPO  avikavo BOegd  Kay,
TIAPEUTILITTOVTWG, TO TMPOBANUA ocou Ba mopapeivel
doPepd. Aev Ba yivel pikpotepo kat dev Ba ¢puyel. H
puropeic va €xelg évav ¢oPepd BOed kalL Ba  EXELg
nipoBAnuata. ev Ba sival mouBevad 1déo0 peydha 600 auTtd
Tou armwotou. Mmopeicg va €xelg évav poPepd Oed | punopet
va €xelg éva poPepd mpoPAnua—oaAAd Sev pmopeic va
€XeLC Kal Ta SVo. Eva amd ta 1o evOOpPUVTIKA TPAYHATA
TIOU UITOPOUE VAl KAVOULLE €lval voL KAVOULE aUTO TTOU €lrme
o Negpiag: «Na Bupdaocal moco ¢oPepog eivat o Oedg cou,
va Bupdoat mooo omoudaiog eivat kat va Bupdaoal otL elval
yla oéva Kol ToAeVEL ylo oéva. To mPOPAnud cog Ba
napapeivel doPepod. Aev Ba yivel pikpdTeEPO Kal v Ba
dUyel. H pmopeic va €xelg évav dpoPepod Od kol Ba €xelg
nipoPAnuata. dev Ba eival mouBevad TG0 peydAa 600 aUTA
ToU amwotou. Mmopeic va £xelg evav poPepd Oeo ) umopet
va €xelg éva poPepd mpoPAnua—oaAAd Sev pmopeis va
€XELG Kal Ta SVo. Eva amd ta 1o evOapPUVTIKA TPAYHATA
TIOU IMOPOULE VAL KAVOULLE lval vol KAVOUE QUTO TTOU €lme
o Neepiag: «Na Bupdoal moco ¢oBepog eival o Oeodg cou,
va Bupaocat moéoo omoudaiog elvat katl va Bupdoal otL eival
yla oéva Kol TIAAEVEL yla oéva. To TMPOPANUa ocag Ba
napapeivel doPepod. Aev Ba yivel pikpdTeEPO Kal v Ba
dUyeL. 'H pmopeig va €xelg Evav doPepod Ood kal Ba €xelg
nipoBApata. Sev Ba gival mouBeva tdéc0 peydla 600 autd
Tou amwotou. Mmopeicg va £xelg évav poPepd Oeod | pumopet
va €xelg éva poPepd mpoPAnua—oaAAd Sev pmopelg va
£xelg Kal Ta SVo. Eva amd ta 1o evOOpPUVTIKA TTPAYHATA
TIOU UITOPOUE VAl KAVOULLE €lval VoL KAVOULE aUTO TTOU €ime
o Negpiag: «Na Bupaocal moco doPepog eivat o Oedg covu,
va Bupdoat mooo omouvdaiocg sivat kat va Bupdoat otL elval
yla oéva Kol TTaAgVEL yLo oéval.

«Molog Ba pog xwplosl amd tnv ayamn Tou XpLotou;»
"@abavoc | melva f yupvotnta f kivduvog tou Eidoug;"
(Pwpaioug 8:35) O TMavAoG ovopdlel TO XELPOTEPA
TipAyHaTa Tou Ba propoloav evEEXOUEVWE va CUPBOUV e
omotlovénmote. «0xL, o OAa QUTA TO MPAYUATO ELLOOTE
KATL TOPOMAVW amod  KOTOKINTEGY. [leploocdtepo amod
KotakTnTeG « &L AUTOV TTou pag ayamnoe». (Pwuaioug 8:37)




awesome God. They would be so genuinely benevolent
and yet they would have the greatest return among all
peoples. That was the law!

Hundreds of years after that law had been written, the
Jews were ignoring it. Nehemiah was angry because
they were violating God's law,

2. God's people were also being violated. It was just

simply abuse of the Golden Rule. Nehemiah realized it
wouldn't do much good to build a wall to protect the
people from the enemy if the enemy were on the
inside. Nehemiah was angry because he knew God was
angry. So, what does he do?
He says, "I pondered them in my mind." (v. 7) He
doesn't just immediately get mad and go blow off
steam. He follows James' and Paul’s admonition "Let
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to
wrath." (James 1:19) "Be angry and sin not." (Ephesians
4) Slow to wrath, slow to anger and not sin. He stops
and considers the best thing to do. “l pondered them
in my mind and then accused the nobles and officials. |
told them you are exacting usury from your own
countrymen. So, | called together a large meeting to
deal with them and said, 'As far as possible, we have
bought back our Jewish brothers who were sold to the
Gentiles. Now you are selling your brothers only for
them to be sold back to us.' They kept quiet because
they could find nothing to say." (v. 7-8) You see what
Nehemiah is stating about the problem? He said,
"When we came back here to rebuild this wall one of
the things, we wanted to do is free our own brethren,
and so we bought back those who were enslaved. Now
because of the burden you are putting on your fellow-
countrymen, they are having to sell their children again
to these foreigners and now we are going to have to buy
them back again." Notice the end of verse 8, they
couldn't say anything because it was true. It's the truth!
No excuse, no defense.

Corrective action:

1. Stop extracting usury. "So, | continued. What you are
doing is not right. Shouldn't you walk in the fear of our
God to avoid the reproach of our Gentile enemies? |
and my brothers and my men are also lending the
people money and grain, but let the exacting of usury
stop." (v. 9-10)

Nehemiah says, "You are deliberately disobeying the
will of God." The issue here isn't interest rates, the issue
here is your lack of interest in the word of God.
"Shouldn't you walk in the fear of God?" One of the
great temptations in any generation is allowing the rich
and the powerful among God's people to live outside
His will and just letting it ride because we are afraid. We

Mropel va éxete évav ¢poPepd Oeod 1 Unopel va €xete Eva
doBepo mpoPAnua. O Neepiag eime va Bupdooal OTL EXELG
évav ¢oPepo Oco. MpocApOCE TNV €0TLOCT TOUG.

2. MpowBnoav TG OXUPWOEeLS TOuG. «Q¢ €Kk TOUTOU,
oTaBuelw HePKOUC amd Toug avBpwroug Tiow amd Ta
XounAdteEpa onpela Tou telyoug ota ekteBelpéva onpeia,
OVOPTWVTOC TOUG OO OLKOYEVELEG LE Ta &ldn, Ta Sopata
Kal Ta Tofa Tougy. .... "ATO eKelvn TNV NUEPQ, OL pLool amo
TOUG Avdpeg Hou €kavav Tn 60UAELd, evw ol dAAoL ool
Atav efomAlopévol pe Oopata, aomideg, TOfa Kal
navomAieg. Ou afuwpoatikol TomoBetnBnkav micw amo
OAoUG TOouG avBpwroug Tou lovda mou €xti{av To TELXOC.
Autol mou petédpepav UALKA Ekavay Tn SOUAELA TOUG LE TO
€val X€pL Kal kpatoUoayv €va 0mAo oto dAho. Kat o kabévag
oo toug olkodopoug popoloe to omabi Tou oto MAEUPO
Tou KoBw¢ SoUAeven. (Negpiag 4:13, 16)

Twpa, KATolo¢ pnopet va €xel TRV epwtnon: "O omALoUOG
Tou Aaov Sev Seiyvel EMewpn miotng O Neepiag €xel Nén
nipoosuxnBei, Ocg, ppovtios pag. Mnv adnoelg Timota va
pog oupPel. Nati oto kaAd va omAiost 6Aoug Aev eixe
gumotoolvn otov Oed va tov ¢dpoviicel» Ymapyouv
rioAoi avBpwrot tou okédtovral €tol. O Neegpiag €6elyve
TNV TioTN TOU UE Ta £pya TOU, TIG TIPAEELG TOU.

O InooUlg¢ eime: «AypUTVEITE Kal TTPOOEVXECTE yLO. VA KNV
TIEOETE O€ MELPOOUO». (MatBalog 26:41) To AKOUOCEC QUTO;
MNapakohouBriote kot mpooeuxnBeite! O Mavlog ypae:
«AdLlepwOTE TOV £QUTO 0AG OTNV IPOCEUXI HE AYPUTIVO KalL
nipooeuyouevo». (Kodoooaeic 4:2) BAEmete TL Aéyetal o€
autd ta duo edadla; Npoosuxoou—a, amoAUTwS. AAAG
KaBw¢ MpooeUXeaTE, va l0Te O€ gypryopon yLa tov ex6p0.
O NéEtpog To €0e0e we €€NG: "Na eloal eykpaTHG Kal o€
gypriyopon. O exBpog cou, o SLapolog, Tplyupva cav
Alovtapt mou Ppuxdtal kot payvel KkdAmolov va
katoPpoxBiost." (1 Métpou 5:8) Eivalr miotn va
T(POCEUXECOL OTOV OL0 YL TPOCTAGLO Kol LETA va HOopAg
TNV TTAVOTALOL 0OU KoL VoL TIPOGEXELG amtd Tov SLdBolo.

ITNV MPAYUATIKOTNTO, TO VO TIPOCEVXECAL yla tpooTacia
Kal vat adprVELG ToV E0UTO 00U EUGAWTO oTov gxOpo, autd
S6ev eival miotn, auto eivat avonto Ttekunplo. la
napdadewypa, av mpooslyxeoal Aéyovtoc: "Twpa, Kuple,
andPe BéAw va maw pa towia Kot oyopt pou, eivot
Bpwuiko kat Biato, eival yepdarto pe oef, avnOLkOTNTA KoL
Bia. AkoUw OTL €XEL pLa UTEPOXN TTAOKI], OTIOTE 0 O€0C val
TIPOOTATEVEL EYW Ao OAA UTA Ta AAAa pdypata». Oihot,
Sev elval pla mpooeuyn mou Ba Tnosl o Ogdc. Nooo
TuBavo elval yla oéva va neLg, "Oeg€ pou, BéAw va mdw va
XopEPw He tov €XOp0O, aAAd g0l pe dpovtilelg, eviatel;"”
Elval e€loou umoBeTIkO e TOV MOTEPA TIOU MIPOCEVXETAL:
"Twpa, Kople, E€pelg OTL pEmel va SoUAEPwW auTég Tig 80
WPEG YLO TG EMOUEVEC TTOAMEC, TTOAAEC, TTOAAEG eBSopAdEC.




2.

tend to change that to “shouldn't you walk in the fear
of the wealthy?”

That wasn't Nehemiah's mindset. Nehemiah
remembered this one key fact we all need to
remember. He remembered it was all God's money. He
remembered that God's the one who owns the cattle
on a thousand hills. Nehemiah knew where the power
was and he would not wink at the sin of those who
deliberately disobeyed the Lord regardless of the size of
their bank account.

Some people, when they see someone doing
something wrong are tempted to coddle, counsel,
nurture, or look the other way. They didn't want to run
them off or make them mad. Our God is not pleased
when we take our time dealing with wrong that way.
“Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are
spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself,
or you also may be tempted.” (Galatians 6:1) But many
of us say, "Look, you know it's wrong, | know it's wrong,
God knows it's wrong, so just stop it! Just quit!" When
we make long-range plans to deal with wrong, we set
ourselves up for moral failure.

You give any one long enough and they will find a way
to rationalize that whatever they are doing is right. The
sands of time will erode the fine edge of God's sword,
and we will wallow in our sin. Nehemiah knew there
wasn't time to set up a commission or a committee to
come up with a solution. It was time to step up and grab
the bull by the horns and just say, "STOP"! It's wrong!
Make it right. "Give back to them immediately their
fields, their vineyards, olive groves and houses and also
the usury you are charging them. The hundredth part
of the money, grain, new wine and oil." (Nehemiah
13:11) He says | want you to give back what you took
that deliberately violated God's law. Repentance
demands the righting of wrong whenever that is
possible. Remember the story of Zacchaeus? He was a
tax collector and undoubtedly took money he shouldn't
have taken. He declared, I'm going to give back four
times to those | have wronged and half of what is left
over, I'm going to give to the poor and Jesus told him,
"Today, salvation has come to this house."

Make a promise. "We will give it back they said and we

will not demand anything more from them. We will do
as you say. Then | summoned the priests and made the
nobles and officials take an oath to do what they had
promised." (Nehemiah 5:12-13) Once you stop and
make it right, you need to make a vow to stop doing it.
Nehemiah had these officials make a public statement
of their intent to do what was right. It was valuable then
and it is just as valuable today. It's not to say that we'll
never fall a victim to temptation again, but it is saying it
is my absolute intent that it will not happen again.

ATAWG €mMpene va To KAVW Yyl va GEpw TIEPLOCOTEPO
UMEKOV OTO OTitl. AA\Q, Osgé€ pou, ¢povtilelg TNV
OLKOYEVELA HOU Kol ¢povtilelg autd ta madld va eival
owota». Moéco unobetikd! Nepluévoupe and tov Od va
OTTAVTAOEL O€ QUTH TNV TPoaeuxn; H pumopeic va nelg, "Océ
Hou, £€pw OTL BEAELG va TTOVTPEUTW £vav XPLoTLOVO. Z€pw
OTL glval oNUOVTIKO, aAAd, EEPELG, UTIAPXEL OIUTO TO ATOUO
Kal EEpw OTL Sev voldletal yla o€va. Oa cou Tw TL O€ povu,
UTTOPELG va Toug aAAAEELG TNV KapdLa». Av oG va XOpEWYELG
LLE TOV £XBPO, LNV TIEPLUEVELG VA OE TTPOOTATEPEL 0 O0C.
AUTO Tou €ime o Negpiag edw eival amoAUTw¢ owoTo. Eine
otL Ba mpoosuxnBoupe otov Oed Kal Ba TomoBeTooLE
dpoupd. Eival cav to TOALO pNTO OE HlA EMOVACTOON
«Epmiotevoou otov Q€6 KAl KPATNOE TN OKOVN OTEYV».
Elval akplBwg auto mou Ba mepipeve o OOC va KAVOULLE.
MpowBNoE TIG OXUPWOELC TOUG KOl TIPETEL VO KAVOUUE TO
(610 MpAyUo OTNV MPOCWIILKA Hag {Wwr). Z€PELS, UTIAPXEL
OUTO TO ATOHO Kol EEpw OTL ev volaleTal yla o€va. O@a oou
Tw TL. O£, pnopeic va Toug aAlGEelg Tnv Kapdid." Av mog
va XOpEWYELG LEe Tov eXOp0, LNV EPLUEVELG OTL 0 Oed¢ Ba g
npootatevoel. Auto mou elme o Neepilog 6w eival
amoAUTwWG owoTd. Elne otL Ba mpoosuxnBolpe otov Oo
Kal Ba mpokeLtal va tonoBetriow €vav ppoupod. Eival cav
To MaALO pNTO o€ pLa emavdotaoh "Epnioteuteite otov Ogd
Kol KpOTAOTE TN okovn oteyvr)." Elvat akplBwg auto rou Ba
niepipeve o Oedg va kAvoupe. MNpowbnoe TIG OXUPWOELC
TOUC KOl TIPEMEL VA KAVOUUE TO (610 Tpdyua O thv
TIPOOWTTILKA MOG {wh. Z€PELG, UTIAPXEL QUTO TO ATOMO Kol
E€pw OTL bev voldletal yla ofva. Oa cou Tw Tl OEE,
MIopeig va Toug aAAAEELG TNV KapSLa." Av TtaG va XopEWELg
ME TOV €XBpO, upnv Tepluévelg OTL o Oeog Ba ot
TipooTatevoel. Auto Tou elme o Neeplag edw elval
amoAUTWG owoTod. Eime otL Ba mpoosuxnBoulpe otov Oeo
Kal Ba mpokeLtal va tonoBetriow €vav dppoupo. Eival cav
TO MAALO pNTO o€ pia emavdotaon "Eunioteuteite otov Ogd
Kol KpaTAOTE TN okovn oteyvr)." Elvat akplBwg auto rou Ba
niepipeve o Oedg va kavoupue. Mpowbnoe TG OXUPWOELG
TOUG Kal TIPETEL VO KAVOUUE To (610 mpdypa oe tnv
TIPOOWTILKA pHag {wr). Ba mpoosuxnBolpe otov Oed Kot Ba
tonoBetriooupe ppoupod. Elval cav To MaAd pnto os pio
enavaotaoh «Eumnioteloou otov Ogd Kal KpATNOE T OKOVN
oteyvh». Eival akplBwg autod mov Ba mepipeve o Oedg va
Kavoupe. MpowBNoe TIG OXUPWOEL TOUC KOl TIPETEL VAl
KAVOUUE TO (6L0 TPAyHd OTNV TPOOWTLKA poag {wh. Ba
nipoosuxnBoupe otov Oed kal Oa tomoBetricou e ppoupd.
Elval cav to maALo pntod o€ pla emavaoctoon «Epniotevoou
oTov O€gb Kal KpATNoe TN oKovn oteyvn». Elval akplpwg
oUTO Tou Ba mepipeve o Oed¢ va KAvoupe. NMpowbnoe Tig
OXUPWOELG TOUG KOl TIPETIEL VA KAVOUE TO (6lo Tpayua
OTNV MPOCWTTLKH Hag Lwh.

3. Ynootnplée to HEAAOV TOUC. «Mnv Toug ¢oPdote.
QuunOBeite tov Kuplo mou eival peydhog kat poBepog kat
TIOAEUNOTE yla Toug adeAdoUc 0ac, TOUG YLOUG OaG KoL TLG




4, Make yourself a personal example. Nehemiah was
appointed governor over Judah. (v. 14) The prior
governors had placed these heavy burdens on the
people. (v. 15) Nehemiah did differently. He didn't even
accept a salary. He said he would not take the money
that was allotted to him for the king's table. "But
despite that, | still fed daily a hundred and fifty Jews
plus others that came from the surrounding
territories." (Nehemiah 5:17-18) He said | just did that
on my own. He did that not to brag, but simply to say
I'm making myself an example of a charitable and
generous non-exploiting person. He made himself an
example.

Principles:

1. Itis easier to criticize than to confront. It's a challenge

face to face to tell the sinner to quit sinning. We know
people who are not living according to God. I'm not
talking about people just falling victim to temptation.
Some people say, "let him who is without sin cast the
first stone." I'm not talking about all of us who struggle
daily, fall, repent and we confess and by God's grace get
back. I'm talking about people who are spitting in the
face of God. They know it, we know it, and God knows
it. Our silence allows their lives to be destroyed and
allows God's name to be slandered. It is a lot easier to
gossip about folks we think are doing wrong than to
confront; but, we sin against them and God.
Back in 1894, the Baltimore Orioles were playing the
Boston Red Sox in Boston. John McGraw played for the
Baltimore Orioles. You may have heard of him. He went
on to become a famous manager later, but he got in a
fight with the third baseman from Boston. The fight
escalated and the benches cleared and there was a big
brawl. Then a fight broke out in the stands and the fans
began to fight, it even spilled over into the field.
Somehow, in the midst of that melee a fire got started
and burned the stadium to the ground. In fact, before
they could get it under control, it burned down 107
buildings in downtown Boston. It all started when two
guys got into a fight and nobody said, "Stop It." That's
how sin works. The Bible can't take place where sin is
ignored.

2. ltis easier to confess sin than correct it. It's easier to
confess wrongs than it is to be driven to change it for
the better. The word "repentance" means "turn." It
means to turn 180 degrees. It means to change
direction and as you change direction, you go back and
make it right. If you are guilty of gossip, stop gossiping.
Turn and apologize to those you have offended. Retract
what should not have been said. If you are guilty of
fraud, stop, turn around and return that which you have
defrauded to your victims. Don't misunderstand. | have
a great appreciation for confessing sin. It's not an easy

KOPEG 0ag, TIC YUVALKEG oag Kal Ta omitia oag». (Neguiag
4:14) O Neepiog elne: «Agv xtiloupe amAwg evay tolxo edw,
Xtiloupe €va péMov». Tu umépoxn SnAwon yua évav
amoBappupévo Aad. Eime va €xouv HOKpOmpoBeoun
T(POOTITLKN. AUTO Tou KAvou e edw gival peyoAUTEPO Ao
TN oTyun.

4. Tovioe tn ouvavaotpodry toug. «Tote elma oToUug
EUYEVELG, TOUG AfLWUATOUXOUG KAl TOV UTIOAOLTTO Aao, n
GOUAELA elval eKTETAPEVN KAl OTMAWLEVN KOL ELLOOTE TTOAU
XWpPLopEvoL PeTafl Mg KATA HUAKOG Tou Toixou. Omote
OKOUTE TOV X0 TNG OAATILYYaG, eEAdTe padl pag ekel. O Oeog
pog Ba moAspnosl ya gpdcy. (Nespiag 4:19-20) «Ekeivn
TV wpa, sina eniong otov Aaod: “Kabe avBpwrog kot o
BonBaoc¢ tou va peivouv péoa otnv lepoucalnu tn vuxta,
WOTE VO LTTOPOUV VAL LOG UTINPETOUV WG Gpoupol TN vuxTa
Kal epyateg tn pHépa.” (Negpiag). 4:22) BAémete, o Negpiog
elxe ™ ouvavaotpodn mio otevh. Elne, «Oa £xoupe évav
TPOUTMETIOTA KOl OTIOTE OKOUTE QUT TNV TPOUTIETA, OAoL
palevovtal yloTl mpenel va elpaote podl ylio achaieia».
Tote eine: «Oool {eite £€w amod Tov ToiXO, eAdte Kal (eite
péoa». To €KaVe ylo TNV MPOOTACIA TOUC Kal yla vo pnv
oKoUGOUV OAn aut TV amaiola mpomoyavéa Tou
Slabidouv oL exBpol. O Neepiag €Bale OAoug TOUC
avBpwmoug va ouykevipwBoUv eneldn néepe OTL N
ouvavaotpodr eival éva peydlo avtiboto yla TNV
anoBappuvon.

Onwg ekeivol ot ERpaiol mpv amod 2.500 xpovia, OAot pog
£€YOUUE MPOBANUa e Ta epeimia. Oa RBeAa va oag nmw otL
oAa ta mpoPARuatd pag Ba efadaviotolv. Aev Ba To
Kavouv. MrmopoUue va Tmapapeivoupe ekel pall Kot
UIOPOUE va XTIOOUHE €va Heyalo TelXog yila Tov Ogd. «Ag
evBappuvou e 0 évag Tov GAAov 60 AéyeTal onpepa. ...
«Kal ag pnv eykotaleiPpouvpe tn ouvéleuony». (ERpaiouc
10:24-23) Ag elpoote pall OToTe PUMOPOULE.

To umoupyeio eival akatdactoto. Asv eivol Babu; Babia,
€10l Sev eival; To umoupyeio eival akatdotato. H Stakovia
Byaivel ekel 0To Gvopo Tou G0l OOV Ta TIPAYHATA £XOUV
Katootpadel Kol OTIOU TO TPAYHOTA TIPETEL VA XTLOTOUV KOl
oL {wEG IPETEL VOL ETILOKEUAOTOUV KOlL OL OLKOYEVELEG TIPETTEL
va  favaouvappoloynBoulv. Aev umopeic va  €xelg
umoupyeio xwplic pmala. Oa sival mavta akataotato. Kot
av o Napadeloog pofotav uAMwe yivel akataotatog, Oa
AUaoTav olyoupa o€ Xaog, £Tol Sev eivat; MNati o Incolg dev
Ba epxotav moté o autr Tn yn Kot Sev Ba elxe ouokevaoTel
oe oapka. H dlakovia Ba elval mavta damavnpr, 6a pog
Koupalet kal Ba pag anoBappuvel. Oa XpelalOLOOTE TAVTA
Kivntpa kal wlnon yla va KAVOUHE TMePLOoOTEpA. Agv
pmnopeic va ¢tiagelg kattL omoudaio yla tov Oed Ywpic va
AEPWOELC TO XEPLOL GOU.

Mototnta onuaivel tedetwvovtag. O okomog Tou Iatava
glvol va kdvel tov Xplotlavo va mapaltnBei. Amhwg O€AeL




thing to confess and the first step in turning around,
repenting, is confession. But it takes more.

It takes courage, conviction and accountability. That's
why Nehemiah made those nobles and officials make a
promise in front of all those people. You need people
who love you that you trust enough to say this is the sin
| am struggling with. | want to make it right by God's
power and grace. Would you hold me accountable? |
think that is at the heart of James 5:16 about confessing
your sins one to another.

3. It's easier to stay with the program than to focus on
people. A church work or program is almost a dirty
word. Let me tell you something, programs are worth-
while. They are wonderful. Going back to Nehemiah,
chapter 3, organization is essential to God's work. But
programs are useful only as they benefit and bless
people. Nehemiah believed in the value of this building
program, didn't he? Remember at the very threat of
death to some of the workers, what does Nehemiah
say? "The program is not going to stop. We'll work with
a spearin one hand and a shovel in the other. Let's keep
going. Nobody's going to stop us from building this
wall." Why? Because he knew that that was best for the
people. If they were intimidated and paralyzed by their
fear, that is the worse thing that could happen to them.

But construction on the wall stopped because of the
grievances of the people. Nehemiah called a meeting
because the one thing that could stall the rebuilding of
the wall was hurting people. Does your heart hurt over
the things that break God's heart? Do you grieve over
that which grieves God? Are you hurting because of sin?
The Lord invites you to come to Him, put your trust in

Him and obey His Word. AG Lesson #1330 September 7, 1997
by Steve Flatt

Chapter 7
OPERATION INTIMIDATION

Back in 1975, one of the scariest movies | ever saw came
out called "Jaws", a great white killer shark. The
newspapers recorded that beach tourism went way down
during the popular run of the movie. The next year
everybody went back to the beach, everybody was fine. But
three years later, they came out with "Jaws 11", the sequel.
The advertisement for that movie said, "Just when you
thought it was safe, terror returns to the beach."

VO TOL TTAPATNOELS. OEAeL va KOTERELG amo Tov Toixo. «It
ouTO, ayamntol pou adepdol, peivete otabepol. Adriote
TUmota va Unv oag ouykwnoel. Na Sivete mavta tov €autd
oo MANpwG oTo £pyo tou Kuplou, ylati E€pete OTL 0 KOTIOG
ooc otov Kuplo dev eivat patatogr. (1 KopvBioug 15:58)

AmnoBappuveoat; OLKATAAUTEC TOU Zatava £xouv SOUAEPEL
nmavw oag Ol TEPLOTACELG NATAV  KATAAANAEG vyl
anoBdppuvon otn {wn oag; Emurpédare o AUTEG TIG
EOWTEPLKEC autieg va plwoouv; Exete évav ¢poPepod Oeo,
TIOAU 1o poPepo amod omolodnmote MpoBAnua pnopel va
€xete. BAAte TNV gumiotoolvn Kot tnv miotn oag og Autov
onuepa.

MaBnua AG #1329 31 Auyouotou 1997 amd tov Steve Flatt

Kepahalo 6
H EMIPPOH TOY XPHMATO2

To BBAio tou Neepia eival kATl MEPLOCOTEPO OMO TNV
Lotopla pLag mOAng mou xpelaletol €va teixog. Elval n
Lotopia evog Aaol Ttou €xeL avaykn amo avayevvnaon. Eival
pLa Lotopia mou ailetl va tn PEAETAOOUUE ylaTi poG AgeL TL
TIPETIEL VAL KAVOULE YLO VO TTOPAUEIVOUE 0T PWTLA 1 yLa
va favarmnapoupe dwTld yla Tov Ogd. KabBwg to KAveL auTo,
0 PPAlo tou Neegpia pag mposibomotel oOtL av
OVOBLWOOUE Yla va KAVOUWE €va PEYGAO £pyo yla Tov
O¢0, va eiote £totpot! O Zatavag Ba kavel O,TL pnopel yla
va pag epnodioel. Oa eysipel €wteplkn avtutoAitevon,
avBpwmoug 6nwc o Sanballat kat o Tobiah kot o Geshem kau
oMol oL cUPpaxol Toug. Oa xpnoLpomoLnosL yeholomoinon,
bNUEG Kol TEAKA OWMATIKA avTiotaon HE T Hopdn
TpopoKpaTtiog yla va mpoomnadrosl va pog ekdopioet and
TO VO KAVOUE TN SOUAELA TOUG.

O KaAUTEPOG TPOTOG LIE TOV OTIOL0 0 ZaTavac epnodilet éva
peyaho €pyo tou Oeol dev eival amo to eEWTePLKO aAAA
anod TO €0WTEPLKO. AMAWG KAVTE TOUuG akoAouBoug va
ToakwBoUV peTafl TOuG. EXETE OTAMOTAOCEL TOTE va
okédteote ToV aplOud Twv Sladopwv Kkal Twv Stadopwv
TIOU €XEL EKMETAANEUTEL 0 ZOTAVAG YLa VO KAVEL TOV AQLO TOU
Oeol va pnv Tta mAael koAd; la moapdadelypa, €xel
Xpnolhorotjoel  GUAETIKEG  SLadOpPEG,  TIOATIOMLKEG
Sladopecg, Sladopég oto popdwTikd eminedo, SLAPAXEC
YEVEWV Kal oxebov OAa 6oa pnopeite va okedteite yla va
S1xdoel Tov Aad Tou OgoU. AANA La oo TIG TTaAALOTEPEC
EVTAOELC TTOU £XEL UTIAPEEL LeTa€V Tou Aol Tou OeoU eival
n Oowdopd petafd mAouciwv kKot  TwYWv. TNV
TPAYHOATIKOTNTA, TIOTEVW OTL N AYATn Lo TO XpHpo £XEL
TIAYWOEL TEPLOCATEPOUG TOlXOUG yLa Tov Oed amod 4,TL To
ploog kat n ovtiBeon tou gxBpol pall. H aydmn yla to
XpNHo £xeL epmodioel To £pyo Tou O£oU MEPLOCOTEPO ATIO
orotadnmote efwtepikr) Suvaun TOU WmMopelte va
ovopdoete. Eva amd ta eKMANKTIKA Tpaypota otn {wn




It seems like in our lives sometimes, just when everything
seems to be going well, disaster hits. Someone or
something threatens you.

Jerusalem is the city where God chose to dwell. God's
temple was there. God's people were there. Nehemiah had
come from Babylon intent on rebuilding the wall because
God had called him to do so. The wall around the city not
only fortified the city and protected it from the enemy
attacks, but it symbolically stood for something. It stood for
strength and it stood for the honor of the people there—in
fact, the honor of God. So, for the wall of Jerusalem to lie in
ruins was an insult to God's people and as far as they were
concerned, that was an insult to God Himself.

Nehemiah wept and prayed that God would use him to go
and rebuild the wall. God answered that prayer and
Nehemiah rallied the people, he motivated them, he organ-
ized them and got to work about 450 B.C or so. Everybody
was working well together and getting along good,
enthusiastically doing the work of the Lord. Everything was
going along great until Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem came
and tried to undo Nehemiah's plan.

These guys ridiculed the workers, made fun of them, and
dampened their spirits. In fact, they threatened to storm
the city and attack them and kill them. They tried to scare
them to death. So, Nehemiah prayed to the Lord for
strength and he prepared the people for battle. He
prepared them to defend themselves. When those enemies
saw how strong an army God's people made, they backed
off. They said that they'll not attack those people. So,
everybody got back to work and everybody was fine and all
was well. Right?

The wall is almost finished. In fact, the only thing left to do
is to hang the doors and the gates. But guess who comes
back for the sequel? That's right! Those same three guys.
Just when it appears to be safe, here come these enemies
again ready to attack again and to try to undo God's plan.
Our world today has enemies of God. God still has his
enemies and always will until Christ comes back to judge
the world. Everybody who's an enemy of God is an ally of
Satan. That's right! They are an agent of Satan. Satan has
influence in our world today. Don't mistake that fact. And
he uses that influence against us.

"Put on the full armor of God". In other words, prepare to
defend yourself. Why Paul? Take your stand against the
devil's schemes, as “Our struggle is not against flesh and
blood. Our struggle is against the rulers and authorities and
powers of the dark world, and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 6:12) The pages of
the New Testament are filled with the reality of spiritual
warfare. God says to prepare yourself for that kind of battle.

elvat otL ev Béhoupe blaltepa va pag mel 0 O£6¢ Mwe va

TO KAVOUE. glval pe Th odaipa TwV OLKOVOULKWV.

"Twpa oL AVIPEG Kol Ol YUVALIKEC TOUG EgonKwaoav HeyAAn

Katokpauyn evavtiov Twv EBpailwv adeddwv toug. Kamotot

€leyav, €pelc KoL oL yloL Kal oL KOpeC Hag elpooTte

nohuadpiBuot. Na va ¢dpe koL vo pelvoups lwvtavol,

TIPEMEL va TIAPOUME oltnpd. AAoL éAeyav, elpacte

urnoBnkevovtag Ta XwPAdLa, TOUG AUTEAWVEG KOLL TA OTTITLOL

HOG YLO VO TTAPOUE OLITNPA Katd Tn SLdpKeLla TG TEvVAC.

AMoOLTIAAL EAeyav, EMPETE VA SOVELCTOUUE XPHLOTA YL VA

TIANPWOOUUE Toug dpOpoug Tou BactAld ota xwpddLla Kot

TOUG OUIMEAWVEG HOG. Av Kal elpaote amo v (Sla odpka

KOl 00TA WE CUUTIATPLWTEG O KL OV KOl OL YLoL g gival

TO00 KaAol 660 oL SLkol TouC, TPETEL OWG VO UTIOTAEOUUE

TOUC YLOUG KOl TIG KOPEG HaG o€ OKAOPLA. MEPLKEG amod TIG

KOpeG HaG €xouv NnN6n umodouAwBel, oAAd eipaote

avioyupol ylati Ta ywpdadla Kol To OUIEALN LOG OVKOUV

og GAAouc». (Negpiag 5:1-5)

Auth pmopel va silval n mpwtn KATOYEYPOUUEVN EPYOTIKN

amepyla. «Agv XTi{oupe TOV TOiXO, OTAUOTAUE KAl EXOUME

TIPOYLLATIKO TIPOPBANUA».

Baowd napamnova:

4. H yn eival untepmAnBuopévn. Aéve OTL TwWPO EXOUUE
YLOUC KOl KOPEG Kal oL TtpOodUYEG HeTOKOU{ouV Twpa
Tou 1o telyog aveBaivel, BEAoUV va elval pHEPOC TNG
lepouocaAnu kat sival amAwg mo Suokoho va Bpouv
daynto eneldn undpyxouv napa moAhot avBpwrol.

5. MNpéneL vo umoBnkeUOOUUE TO OTITLO POCVa TIAPEL
owtnpad. Aev €xoupe TAEov TNV LSlokTnola HOG KO
eneldn XpelalOUaoTe olItnPa Kol XPeLalOpaoTE yla Vol
ETUBLWOOUE.

6. [MNpémnel va mouhnooupe ta mawdid pag wg okAaBoug.
Aev €xoupe daynto. To akivntd pag £xel kotaoyedel
AOyw Xp€ouc. H povn emthoyn mou amopével sival va
TIoUuARooupe Ta mMaldld pog w¢ okAdPouc avti va ta
adrooupe va ALLOKTOVAGoUV pall pag.

Agev miotelw OTL 0 O0¢ oKoTeVEeL KABOe éva amd ta TodLd

Tou va eival MAolaolo o eykoopla ayabd. Oute BEAsL va

elvol og owovoutkr Soulsia.

Artigg:

1. Anoc. Aev E€pw av To MPOPANUa ATav n Enpacia. Aev
€Epw TLG oLVBNKEG, AAAA €yve ALUOC. Aev elval eviladEpov
otL 0 Neeplog €npene va xtioel o dUOKOAEG OTIyuEG; O
Neeplag émpemne va XTloEL KATA Tn SLapKeLa evOg Ao, Na
Bupaote OTL TNV eMOPeVN Popd Tou Ba PEMEL VAL KAVETE
T Slakovia oag og SUCKOAEG OTIYUEC. MnV YKPWVLALETE yLa
QUTO, KNV Vouilete OTL 0 Oe06¢ Sev elval yla auto POVO Kol
HOVo emeldn undpyouv Suckolieg yUpw amo auTo.

2. ®opoloyia. Bpiokovtal akoun Umo Tnv Kuplapyia Tou
Aptafépén Kal €TOL UMOKEWVTOL OKOUN otov ¢$Opo Tou




But what are the motives of Satan? a) He wants to deny God
the glory that is due his name. Our purpose on this earth,
as Christians, is to bring glory to God. But the devil wants to
stop that. One thing you know from studying the origin of
Satan is that he is very egotistical, and he wants all of the
glory to himself. So, anything he can do to take glory away
from God, he is going to do it even if he has to use you to
do it. That's kind of a scary thought, isn't it? b) His motive is
to frustrate God's will in the world. Anything that God wants
done, Satan wants undone. c¢) To win converts. That's right!
Satan wants to win converts. Satan is evangelistic, did you
know that? He wants a bigger army all the time. He wants
to enlist you.

The previous time Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem were in
Jerusalem they attacked the people. This time they
focused their attack on Nehemiah. This time it's personal,
and they've got three more tricks up their sleeve. But God
wants us to keep working for Him in spite of personal
attacks.

God wants you to keep working in spite of distractions.
Nehemiah 6:1 states that word got to Sanballat, Tobiah and
Geshem and the rest of the enemies that Nehemiah had
rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it except for the
doors and the gates. They sent this message, "Come, let us
meet together in one of the villages on the plain of Ono.
They are scheming to harm me. So | sent messengers to
them with this reply, 'l am carrying on a great project here,
and | cannot go down. Why should the work stop while |
leave it and go down to you?'" (Nehemiah 6:2) Now at first
thought, their invitation to meet with Nehemiah might not
seem so suspicious. What's wrong with that? Sounds like
they want to have a little peace talk, you know. But
Nehemiah knew these guys. He knew how dangerous they
could be. In fact, they didn't offer to come to Jerusalem.
They wanted Nehemiah to leave Jerusalem and go some
twenty miles away to a place or region where Nehemiah's
enemies were known to be where they could either kidnap
him or assassinate him. He knew how dangerous it would
be. But a two-day journey would take him off that wall,
away from the work that God gave him to do. They tried to
lure Nehemiah away four times. He resisted and stayed at
his task. He was going to do what God wanted done not
what God’s enemies wanted done. He was able to do this
by continuing to:

1. Stay focused. Nehemiah was focused. He knew his
priorities. He knew the commitment that he had made
to the Lord. He kept his eyes on his goal. You can be
assured that our enemy, Satan, wants to distract us from
doing God's will. Satan has put all kinds of allurements
and distractions in our culture today. Many of them
wicked. Like Nehemiah, we have to evaluate them in the

BaolAld. (ot. 4) O Neegpiag dev AéeL oUTe pLa AéEn yla TNV
npoonadBela dpong tou ¢opou, £tol; H Mpadrn kablotd
oadEG OTL 0 AAOG TOU OeoU TPEMEL VA EKTTANPWVEL TLG

UTIOXPEWOELG TOU ATEVAVTL 0TNV KUBEpvNon. «AwoTe oTov

Kailoapa autd mou eival tou Kaloapa».

3. EkpetdMAevon. Twpa ot mAololol EBpaiol Ba eixav

OYOaVOKTAOEL HE auTh TN AéEn. Oa woxupilovtav OtL ATav

amAwg KoAol emixelpnuaties. Itnv mpaypotikotnta, Ba

oxupilovtav: '"Tati, oamAwg eipacte kaAompoaipetol!

Bpilokoupe TpoOMoOUG va xpnuotodotiooupes ta adépdla

pog". loxyuplotnkav OTL NTav koAompoaipetol. To yeyovog

elval OtL Xpgwvav €va UTEPPOALKO ETOLO ETLTOKLO Kol

HEPLKOL OO TOUC PpTwyoUC LeTalL Twy EBpalwyv Enpene va

TIOUANOOUV TOUG YLOUG KO TI KOPEG TOUC WG OKAABouc.

«XPEWVOULE HOVO TO TUTILKO ETUTOKLO ETILXELPNLATIKAG

TIPOKTLKNAG. AEV UTIAPYEL TUTOTA KOKO L €vav cuvadeAdo va

BydleL Aedtd, €tol Sev eilval, TNV TPOYUATIKOTNTA,

Bpilokoupe autod to TAALO pntd, «olL mAololol yivovtal

mhouaototepol Kot ol dtwyol yivovtal ¢twydtepoLy.

(Negpiog 5:7) OLmAololol ival autol mou euBuvovTal.

O Neeplag Sev pmopel va KAvel Timota yla thv meiva—o

Oedb¢ Ba npémel va to Pppovtiosl. O Negpiag Sev mpokeLTal

va KAVEL TUTota yla th poporoyia, oAAd Ba KAVEL KATL yLa

NV eKPeTAAeuon. «Otav GKOUCO TNV KATOKPOUYH TOUG Kol

QUTEG TLG KaTnyopieg, BUpwoo moAU». (Neguiag 5:6) Aeite

to! lNarti elval tooo Buuwpévog; ‘HTav TPOYUATIKA KOwvA

ETUXELPNMOTLKA TIPOKTIKA HETOED TWV avOpwnwv. Aaveilelg

XPHOTA, XPEWVELCG ETILTOKLA. ETOL, Qv TIPETEL VA TIOUAOOUV

Ta matdLd Toug we okAABouc, ival S1kO Toug mpoBAnua, oxt

OLKO Hou.

AdyolL ayavaktnong:

1. OL m\ouotol EBpaiol mapaBialav to vopo tou Oeou. O
O¢edb¢ eixe meL: «Av daveloelg xprinata og évav amno Toug
avOpWMoU¢ UOU QVAPECA COU TIOU €XEL AVAYKN, KNV
eloal oav TokoyAUdOG, UNV TOU XPEWOEL TOKO».
(E€oboc 22:5) TUpdwva pe to vOpo Tou OeoU, £vag
lopanAitng 8ev pmopoloe va XPEWOEL TOKOUG OF
xpnuota mou eiyav Savelotei o £vav Ao lopanAitn
TIOU €lxe avaykn. Autoc NTav o VOUOoG. Xwpig av, Kot Kot
oAAa! EmavalapBavotav oto Asuttikd kot Eava oto
Asutepovoplo 23:19-20 «Mn XPEWVELC TOKO OTOV
abeAdo oov, eite yla xprpota site yla ¢aynto n ya
otldnmote GAAo mou propei va kepSioel toko. MTopeig
va Xpewoelg tOko ot €évo, al\d OxL os adehdo
lopanAitn. o KUplog o Oedc ocou pmopsl va oe
€UAOYNOEL OTN yn TOU Ba PMELG YL VA KATAAABELG».
Twpa, umopel va pnv  kotaloPailvete 1
Sladopomnoinon. ANG o Oed¢ eine: «ItnBw OKOTLUA
€val TIOAU TteplepyO OLKOVOULKO CUOTNUA. 20U Aéw va
pNv 8ouAeVelg TNV €BSouN HEPA. OEAW OAOG O KOOUOG
VO TIOPATNPNOEL OTL WMOPELTE AMAA VA TO KAVETE
XoAapd. Zekoupaleoal, XOAOPWVELC KOL HE ETMOLVELG.
Q&AW VO TTAPATNPHOEL O KOOWOG OTL SEV XPEWVELG TOKO




light of God's calling. Sometimes staying focused on God
and what He wants me to do means saying "no". It's
hard for us to say no. We like to do things, go places and
be involved. But sometimes we just have to say "no" and
be more focused and do the job that God gave us to do.
What is taking your time away from doing God's will,
from the really important things in life?

. Work in spite of defamation. When you defame
someone, you spread lies and rumors about them.
"Then the fifth time Sanballat sent his aid to me with a
message and in his hand was an unsealed letter which
said, 'lt is reported among the nations and Geshem says
this is true, Nehemiah, that you and the Jews are
plotting to revolt and therefore that's why you are
building the wall. Moreover, according to the report, you
are about to become their king, and you have sent
prophets to make a proclamation about you being a king
in Judah. This is going to get back to the king."
(Nehemiah 6:5) In other words, Nehemiah, I'm going to
tell the real king that you are trying to get his job. Well,
it was a lie, wasn't it? You notice that the letter was
unsealed. It was open. This would be like a letter to the
editor and everybody who carried it on its way would be
able to read it and I'm sure Sanballat made sure his
servants and lots of eyes got to see this letter. He wanted
to spread this vicious and false rumor and if Nehemiah's
people found out about this and they thought their
leader was just an opportunistic, self-centered person,
why they wouldn't support him anymore. This could be
a harming thing.

Nehemiah sent this reply, "Nothing of what you are
saying is true, and you’re just making it up out of your
own head. You're trying to frighten me." Then Nehemiah
says, "l prayed to the Lord, now strengthen my hands."
(Nehemiah 6:8) So true to Nehemiah's character, he
simply dismissed the charges as false. He prayed to God
like he always did and then he got back to work. He
didn't waste time defending himself. Have you ever
stopped working on something because someone was
criticizing you and you had to take time to defend
yourself? Well, Nehemiah said that I'm not going to fall
for that. I'm not going to respond to rumors. I'm not
going to respond to gossip and innuendos. The work of
God is too important.

One of the toughest things that any leader has to do is
to respond to false accusations about them, usually
from a jealous source. You want to quit sometimes, but
not Nehemiah. He just trusted in God and he trusted in
the truth. He believed that the truth would prevail and
that's important to remember when someone slanders
you and spreads gossip about you. Truth will win out.
Who was the most falsely accused man in the history of
the world? My Lord, Jesus Christ. What did He say

Kav otov (6lo oou Tov adepdo. Tote oag euAoyw TOAU
mo adbova amdé OAa ekelva ta GAAa €6vn. Oa
kaBioouv kat Ba mouv, "Mwg oto Kald TO
katoAaBaivelg auto;"" Mpémel va eivat n Suvapn evog
doBepol  BOeol. Oa nAtav  TOOO  £LAKpWA
KaAompoaipetol kal Opwg Ba eixav tn peyaAltepn
anddoon peTaty OAwv Twv Aawv. Autd RTav 1o vouog!
Exatovtadeg xpoévio PETA T ouyypodr autou Tou
vopou, ot EBpaiol tov ayvooucav. O Negpiog nrav
Bupwpévoc emeldn mapafialav Tov vopo tou Ocou,

4. 0 Aadg tou Oeov eniong mapaBlalotav. Hrav amiwg
Katayxpnon Ttou XpuooU Kavova. O Neeplag
ouvelbntomnoinoe otL gv Ba ékave Kal TOAU KAAO va
XTloel éva tel)og yla vo TpooTaTEPEL TOUC avOpWIoug
aroé tov exBpo, av o £xBpoc NTav péca. O Negpiag nrav
Bupwpévog ylatl néepe OtL 0 OedC NTaV BUPWUEVOC.
AoUtov, TL KAVEL
Néel: «Ta culMoyiotnka oto HUOAO pouy. (oT. 7) Asv
tpehaivetal apféowg kol oPfrvel. AkohouBel T
vouBeoia tou lokwBou katL Tou MavAou «Kabe
avBpwmog a¢ ival ypryopog oTo va 0KoUEL, apyog oTo
vo. LAQEL Kal apyog atnv opy». (lakwpBou 1:19) «Na
BUMWVELG KaL va LNV apaptavelsy. (Epecioug 4) Apyn
oTNV opyn, apyn otnv opyn Kal OxL otnv auaptio.
JSTOHOTAEL KOl OKEPTETAL OTL KAAUTEPO E£XEL VA KAVEL.
«Ta ouA\oyiotnkat OT0 MUOAO HOU  KOL HETA
KATNyOpNnoo TOUG EUYEVEIG KOl TOUC aflwpaTtoU)OouG.
Toug eima oOtL Intate TtokoyAudia amd TOUug
OUMTATPLWTEG 00¢. ETOL, OUYKEVTIPWOO ML HEYAAN
OUVAVTNON Yla VO TOUG OVTLUETWITIoW Kal gima: «0co
Atav Suvatov, €XoUME ayopaoel iow toug ERpaioug
adeAdou¢ pag tou mouAnBnkav otoug EBvikoug. Twpa
TIOUAGG T adépdla oou POVO yLa va oG TTOUARoOoUY
niiow». Epewvav owwnnhol yati ev Bprkav timota va
miouv.» (V. 7-8) BAémete TL Aéel 0 Negpiag OXeTIKA pIE TO
npoPAnua; Eime, "Otav emotpéPope edw ya va
Eavaytioovpe autd TO TElXOG, €va Ao TA TPAYUATO
TIou BENQE VO KAVOULE NTOV VO EAEUOEPWCOULE TOUG
adeAdoUlc pag, Kal £ToL 0YopACAUE TIIOW AUTOUC TIOU
Atav okAdfol. Twpa Adyw tou PBapoug mou Palete
0TOUC CUVOVOPWIOUC 0OG- CUUTTATPLWTEC, TIPETEL VOl
TtouAfioouv £ava ta TtadLd Toug 0€ AUTOUC TOUC EEVOUC
Kal twpa Ba TPEMEL vo TA OYOPACOUME Eavay.
Mpooéfte 1o T€AOC Tou otiyou 8, Sev pumopoloav va
mouv Timota ylati Atav aAnBeta. Eivatr n aAnbesial
Kapia dwkatoAdoyia, kapio dpuva.

AopBwTtika péTpa:

1. Ztapatrote va e€dyete TokoyAudia. "Aoutdv, cuvexiloa.
Auto mou Kdavete Sev elval owoTto. Aev TPEMEL va
TIEPTIATATE ME TOV POfo Tou OeoU pag ywa va
armodUyeTe TNV Houdn twv EBvikwy gxBpwv pag; Eyw
KaL ol adeAdol HOU KalL oL AVIPEC HOU Emiong




"Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute
you falsely and say all kinds of evil against you because
of me? Rejoice and be glad because great is your reward
in heaven for in the same way they persecuted the
prophet who came before you." (Matthew 5:11) One of
those prophets was Nehemiah and God will protect you
against slander just like He protected Nehemiah.

3. Work in spite of danger. "One day | went to the house of
Shemaiah, and he said, let's meet in the house of God,
in fact inside the temple." He meant by that "in the Holy
of Holies". "And let's close the doors because men are
coming by night to kill you, Nehemiah." Nehemiah said,
"Should a man like me run away? Should a man like me
hide in the temple? | will not go." (Nehemiah 6:10) Well,
what are they doing? They're trying to scare him. They
say, "Nehemiah, there's a hit man out there and he's got
a contract on your life, and the best place for you to hide
is inside the Holy of Holies. The bad guys won't follow
you in there. First of all, only the priests were allowed
into the Holy of Holies, but these enemies of Nehemiah
wanted him to break that law and he would be guilty of
the death penalty.

But even more than that, Nehemiah knew that he was

being set up to look like a coward. The people would be able

to say, "What kind of a leader do we have? He's running and
hiding." Nehemiah said "l realize that God did not send
them, but Tobiah and Sanballat have hired them to
intimidate me so that | would commit a sin by doing this,
and then they would give me a bad name and discredit me."

(v. 12) Oh, I like that. Should a man like me run and hide.

He's not being egotistical there. He's saying, "Look, I'm a

leader and God has chosen me. God has commissioned me.

I'm responsible for all these people. | can't just run and hide

in the face of danger." Nehemiah remembered who he was.

He knew his own God-given character. Because of that, he

could remain strong. The Bible says that our enemy, Satan,

prowls around like a roaring lion just looking for someone
to devour, looking for you and looking for me. You will be
able to withstand the devil if you know who you are and if

you remember that you are God's child. If you are a

Christian, you wear the name of Christ. You have put Him

on in baptism and you wear His name. Christ died for you.

That is your identity. He also equips you.

God helps you withstand the Devil.

1. He gives you a compelling purpose in life. You know the
game Trivial Pursuit; it's kind of a fun thing. You sit
around and answer questions about meaningless things.
It does describe a lot of people’s lives. They are justin a
trivial pursuit. The Bible clearly says that the Christian
life is not to be that way. "Great lives are produced by a
commitment to a great cause." They said, "Nehemiah,
stop what you are doing and come down off that wall
and come meet with us." What did he say? "Look, I'm

Sdaveiloupe otov Aad xpriuata Kal oltnpd, aAld ag
OTaATHOEL N TokoyAudlay. (€6. 9-10)

O Neeplog Aéel, «Eoeic okomipa mapakoUTte 1o BEANUA
Tou OeoU». To B€pa 6w Sev elval Ta emLTOKLA, To BENQ
6w eival n éAewpn evdladépovtog yla Tov Adyo Tou
Oe0U. «Aev IPEMEL va TIEPTATAS e dOBo OeoU; Evag
OTtO TOUG LEYANOUG TIELPACHOUC OE OTIOLASNTIOTE YEVLA
glval vo emtpénoupe otoug TAOUGOLOUG KOL TOUG
LoXUPOUC LeTOEL Tou Aaou tou OeoU va Jouv €€w amod
10 B€ANUA Tou Kot amAwg va To adprAVOULE va UteVEL
eneldn poPopacte. Telvou e va to aAAdfoupe autd oe
"Sev MPEMEL vaL TTEPTATAC E TOV POBO TwV MAouciwy;"
Agv Atav auti n vootportia tou Neeuia. O Neguiag
BuunBnke auTo To £va Baatkd yeyovog Tou OAOL TIPETEL
va Bupopacte. QUUAONKE OTL NTav OAa ta AedTd Tou
OeoU. Ouuntnke OTL 0 Oed¢ eival AUTOC oL €XEL T
Booeldny oe xiAlouc Addoug. O Neeplag néepe mou
Bplokotav n Suvaun kot dev Ba £KAELVE TO HATL 0TV
opaptio ekeivwv TOU okOTMo Sev UTIAKOUQV TOV
Kbplo, avefaptnta amd 1o péyeBog Tou Tpamellkol
Toug Aoyaplacpou.

Mepikol dvBpwrol, otav BALMOUV KATIOOV va KAVEL
KatL AaBog, umaivouv otov nelpoopod va xaidépouy, va
oUUBoUAEPoLY, va Bpédouv N va kottafouv amo v
OAAN mAgupa. Aev nBelav va toug EebUyouv 1 va Toug
TPeA@vouv. O Oedc¢ pag Sev eival euxaplotnuévog otav
OPLEPWVOULE TOV XPOVO HOC VA QVILUETWII{OUUE TO
AdBoc pe autov Tov TPOmo. «ASEpdLla, av KAMOLOC
Tuaotel oe aupaptia, o€l mMou €lote mMveupatikol va
TOV OMOKATAOTAOETE amaAd. AANG TPOCEXE TOV EQUTO
00U, OAALWG UMopEL EMiONG VOl UTEL OTOV TIELPACUOY.
(TaAdteg 6:1) AAAG moAMol amod epdg Aépe: "Koltdtrte,
Epete OTL elval AdBog, E€pw OTL elval AdBog, 0 Oeog
E€pel ot elval AdBog, omdte amAd otapatrote to!
AmAw¢ otapatnote!" Otav kdvoupe pakponpoBeopa
oxédla yw va avilpetwnicovpe Tto  AdBog,
TPOETOLUA{OMOOTE YLl NOKNA armotu)ia.

Alvelg apKeTo Xpovo o onolovénmote kal Oa Bpel évav
TPOMO va ekAOYIKEVOEL OTL O,TL KL av KAvouv eival
owoTo. H appog tou xpovou Ba StaPpwoel Tn Aemth
kKON tou fidoug tou BOeovU, kat Ba Bublotolpe otnv
opaptio pag. O Nesuilag néepe OtL SV UTPXE XPOVOG
VOl CUOTOOEL L0 ETILTPOTTN 1] L0 ETILTPOTLN YLot va BpeL
pLo AVon. HpBe n wpa va onkwOeite Kal va TMLACETE ToV
TAUPO amo TA KEPOTA KoL OMAWG va  TEelte
«XTAMATHSTE»! Eivae A&dBog!

2. KAvTe T0 0woTo. «AWOCTE TOUC APECWE oW Ta YwpdadLa
TOUG, TOL OITEALO TOUG, TOUCG EAALWVEG KOL T OTTiTLA
TOUG Kall eTiong Tnv TokoyAudia mou Toug xpewvete. To
EKATOOTO TWV XPNUATWY, OLTNPA, VEO Kpaol Kot AAdLy.
(Negpiog 13:11) AéeL Ot BEAW va eTLOTPEYPETE O,TL
nnpate mou napaPiale eokeppéva ToV VOO Tou OeoU.




doing a great project. Why should | come down? I'm in-
volved with something great." Do you have a great
project in your life? Do you have a compelling purpose
that motivates you every day? Again, great people are
ordinary people who are committed to a great cause.
That cause draws them out of themselves and makes
them better than they could be on their own. Jesus gives
us our purpose. Several times, Jesus was asked what is
the most important thing. “An expert in the law tested
Him with the question, ‘Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in all the law?’ Jesus said, ‘Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with
all your mind. That's the first and greatest
commandment. ‘And the second is like it: Love your
neighbor as yourself. All the law and the prophets hang
on these two commands.” (Matthew 22) Jesus said.
That is called the great commandment.

A few chapters later, Jesus is about to ascend to the
Father, but He tells His disciples, "All authority in Heaven
and on earth has been given to me, therefore, go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to obey everything that | have commanded you."
(Matthew 28) There is nothing better that you can
devote your life to than the great commandment and
the great commission. These things last forever! They
are our compelling purposes— love God, love people,
tell people the gospel, and disciple them. | challenge you
not to be on the sidelines of the Christian life watching
others. Take ownership of this purpose for your own life.
. God gives you a clear perspective. Did you notice that
every time Nehemiah's enemies tried to trap him, he
sensed it? He could smell a trap a mile away. He had
incredible perception, discernment and wisdom.
Nehemiah had a spiritual radar that enabled him to
withstand his enemies. Now, how do you get that? God
gives it to you. But you do have to ask Him for it. James
talked about how our faith is tested sometimes and how
we're going to go through trials. "If any of you lack wis-
dom, he should ask God who gives generously without
showing favoritism and it will be given to him." (James
1:5) Do you have that relationship? How is your spiritual
sensitivity? Do you know God's word well enough to
know a trap when it comes along?

3. God calls us to continual prayer. That's right: continual

prayer. The Bible says, "Pray without ceasing."
Nehemiah prayed at every turn. Anything that came up,
Nehemiah's first response to that situation was to pray,
to ask God for the strength. Jesus was the same way and
He told His disciples to be the same way. In Luke 18:1,
Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they
should always pray and not give up. So how is your
prayer life?

H petavola amattel tn S0pbwon tou AdBoug omote
QUTO lval Suvato. OuUAoTEe TNV LoTopla Tou Zakyxaiou;
‘Htav edoplakdg kat avapdifola Ematpve xprpata mou
Sev €nperne va napel. AnAwoe, Ba Swow Tiow TECCEPLG
bopEg og autoug Tou adiknoo Kal To ULoo amo o,Tl
neplooevel, Ba Swow oToug PpTwyoUC Kat o Incoug Tou
eine: «Inuepa, npOe n cwtnpia og AuTod TO OTiTLY.

3. AwoTte pa utooxeon. "Oa to SWooUUE Tiiow Tou elmav
kal 6ev Ba amaltioouue Timote dAAo amo autoug. Oa
KAVOULE OTwG A£TE. TOTE KAAECQ TOUC LEPELG KOl EBaAa
TOUC EUYEVEIC KOl TOUG AELWUATOUXOUG VO OPKLOTOUV
otL Ba KAvouv auTO Tou eiyav umtooxebel". (Neepiag
5:12-13) MOALG OTQUOTAOCETE KOl TO KAVETE CWOTA,
TIPETEL VA KAVETE €vaV OPKO VOl OTOHOTHOETE VO TO
kavete. O Negpiog £Bale autoUg TOUC AELWUOTOUXOUG
va Kavouv dnuoola SnAwaon tng mpoBecrn¢ Toug va
KAVOUV aUTO TIOU NTaV cwoTo. HTav MOAUTLHO TOTE Kal
glval moOAUTIHO Kal onuepa. Asv onpaivel otL dev Ba
Tiéooupe mote fava Bupata melpacpol, aAAd Aéw OTL
elval amoAutn mpdBeon pou va pnv avacupPet.

4. Kavte ToV €qUTO 00¢ €va MPOoWIKO mapadelypa. O
Neepiag Stopiotnke kuBepvrtng tou lovda. (ot. 14) OL
niponyoLuevol KuPBepvnTeg eixav Balel avta ta Bapld
Bapn otoug avBpwrmoug. (6. 15) O Neepiag €kave
Sladopetika. Aev dexotav oUte ULoB6. Elne otL Sev Ba
£TOILPVE TA XpPNUOTA TIOU Tou elxav Slatebel yla To
panéll twou  Boaothd.  «AMA  mapoda  outd,
e€akolouBouoa va talla KaBnUeEPLVA EKATOV TIEVAVTA
EBpaioug ocuv AAAOUG TIOU TIPOEPXOVTAV ATIO TIC YUPW
nieplox€g». (Neegpiag 5:17-18) Eime OTL 10 €kova HOVOG
pou. To €kave OxL yla va kauxnBel, aAAd amAwg yia va
TMEL OTL KAVW TOV E0UTO HOU  TOPASElyUA
dAavBpwIkoU Kal Yevvalodwpou atopou Tou Sev
eKpeTaAAeVETAL. EKOVE TOV EQUTO TOU TTOPASELY AL,

Ap)EG:

1. Eival o eUKoAo Vo ETUKPIVELS TTApA VO AVTLUETWTTIOELG.
Elval pa mpokAnon mpoowrmno pe MPOCWIo va TELG
OTOV OMOPTWAO VO OTOHATACEL VO OHLOPTOVEL.
M'vwpiloupe avBpwroug tou dev {ouv cUUPWVA LE TOV
Ogd. Asv LAAW yLo. avBpWTIouC ou amAwg MEdTouy
Bupata melpacpol. Kamolol Aéve, «auTOg Tou ivat
OQVOPAPTNTOC O¢ pLlEeL TNV TPWTN TIETPAY. AV LWAAW YL
OAOUG €MAG TIOU TIOAEVOUME KaBnuepvd, MEDTOUUE,
LETAVOOUE Kal OOAOYOULE Kal e TN XApn Tou Osou
enotpépoups. MIAGw ya avBpwrmoug mou Gtuvouv
OTO TPOCWIO Tou Oeol. Autol to £€pouv, gleig TO
EEpoUE, Kol 0 Oe0C TO EEpEL. H OLWTT HaG ETUTPEMEL VA
Kataotpadouv ol wEG Toug Kal vo cukodavtel Tto
ovopo. Tou Oeol. Elvat mOAU mio e€Ukolo va
KOUTOOUTIOAEVEL, avBPWTIOUG TIOU TILOTEUOUUE OTL
Kavouv AdBoc Tmopd va  OVTIHETWTELS. aAAg,
OHAPTAUE EVAVTLIOV TOUG Kal Tou OgoU.




4. God calls us to a courageous persistence. Nehemiah kept

on hanging in there no matter what came. He said, "I'm
not going to run away because God is with me. Satan is
the one who tries to tempt people to run away when the
going gets tough. He tempts people to run away from
God. He tempts people to run away from their marriages
when the going gets tough. He tempts people to run out
of ministry, to run away from reality and into some
addiction or some sin. The devil wants you to run, but
God's will for Christians is persistence even in the face of
defamation, danger, or distractions.
Paul said, "Let us not become weary in doing good, for
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up." (Galatians 6:9) So the question is: how
persistent are you in doing God's will? Do you just obey
the Lord when it's convenient? Or have you so
committed your life to Him that even in times of danger
you will do what He wants you to do. Even in times of
hardship, you are there for Him. Nehemiah had that
commitment and he spread it to all of the people for
they finished the wall.
"When our enemies heard about this (the fact that the
wall was done), all the surrounding nations were afraid
and disheartened." (Nehemiah 6:16) Beforehand they
were trying to make God's people afraid, but now that
the wall is finished and Jerusalem is once more a
fortified city, then they are afraid. Nehemiah said,
"They are afraid because they realize that this work had
been done by our God." Isn't that great? They knew
that God had done that work. Now there was another
building project in the Old Testament that God didn't
bless. In fact, God stirred it up. Do you remember
following the flood the people attempted to build the
Tower of Babel? God did not let that building project go
forward. Why? Because the people said, "Look how
great we are. Look how much we can do. We can build
the tower to Heaven." God didn't like that conceit so He
crushed their effort. But, God did the work through
Nehemiah and through the people because they
focused on Him.
| wonder if those around us can look at us and say, "All
that they are doing, and they are doing because God is
there. God is with them." Is that obvious? Oh, | hope
so! | hope others can say, "God dwells there and works
through them." Do we have that faith? Are we
attempting anything that requires utter dependence on
God? Do we have that kind of faith? If we do, then the
world will know that God is here in this place. People
can see if you are focused on God. If we are then our
testimony about our God will be great. | hope that your

life is characterized by a great faith in God. AG Lesson
#1331 September 14, 1997

Miow oto 1894, oL Baltimore Orioles £nawav Toug
Boston Red Sox otn Bootwvn. O John McGraw £mnatte
yla Toug Baltimore Orioles. Mmopel va €xete akoUoeL
yla autov. Apyotepa €ylve Slaonpog pavatlep, aAhda
ToakwOnKe pe Tov Tpito Pacikd amd tn Bootwvn. O
KQUYAC KALLaKwONKe KoL oL TAyKoL kaBdploav Kal €ywve
HEYAAOC KABYAC. TN CUVEXEL £EOTIOOE KAUYAG OTLG
€€€6peg kal ol omadol ApxLoav VO TOAKWVOVTAL, TIOU
HAALOTA XUBNKE OTOV OYWVLOTIKO XWPOo. KAmwg £T0L, €V
HEOW EKELVNG TNG MAXNG UE OCWMO HE owUa, Eekivnoe
pla pwtld kot ékae to ynmedo ohooxepwc. MaAlota,
Tipv poAdBouv va to Bécouv umo €leyyo, ekale 107
Ktipla oto Kévipo NG Bootwvng. OAa Eekivnoav otav
600 TUMoL ToakwOnKav Kal Kaveig Sev elme «ZTapdta».
‘Etol Aewtoupyet n apoptia. H Ayia Mpadn Sev umopel
va ylveL OTIoU n apapTia ayvoeitalt.

2. Eivat o evkolo va e€opodoynBeic tnv apaptio mapd va

™ SlopBwoelg. Eival mo eUkoAo va OpOAOYNOELG T
AaBn mopd va odnynbeigc va ta aAldfelg mpog to
KaAUtepo. H A€En «uetavola» onuaivel «otpodr».
Inuaivel otpodn 180 polpwv. Inuaivel va oAAALELS
katevBuvon Kot kabBwg aAl\dlelg kateLBUvVEN, YUPVAG
TMiow Kal To KAVEL, owoTtd. Av eiloal €voxog yla
KOUTOOUTOALY, OTAUATA VO KOUTGOUTOAEVELG. Tuplote
Kal {ntrote ocuyyvwun omd autolg ou pooBAAarte.
Avakaléote auto Tou Sev Empeme va emwbOel. Eav
elote €voyol amaTng, OTAMOTAOTE, YUuPLOTE KOl
ETUOTPEYPTE aUTO Tou e€amartroate ota BUUATA oag.
Mnv mapegnyeite. Exw peyaAn ektipnon ywa tnv
opoAoyla TNG apaptiag. Aev elval eUKOAO TPAyUA VO
e€opoloynBeig kal To mMpwTto Bripa yla va yuploelg, va
METavonoeLg, sival n efopoldynon. AAG xpelaletal
TIEPLOCOTEPO.
Xpelaletal Bdppog, nemoiBnon kat umevBuvotnta. M'
oUTO 0 Neepiag €kave aUTOUG TOUG EUYEVELG KAl TOUG
oflwpatouyoug va umooxeBolv UMPOCTA O OAOUG
ouTtoU¢g Toug avBpwrmoug. Xpeldleoal avOpwmoug mou
O£ ayamoUV Kol TOUG OTIOloUG EUMLOTEVECAL OPKETA YLOL
VO TIELC OTL QUTH £lvoil N olpapTial e TNV omoia MaAsvw.
O¢éAw va 1o Slopbwow pe TN Suvaun Kat T xapn Tou
OeoU. Oa pe Aoyodotroete; Nouilw 6tL auTto Bpioketal
otnv kapdld tou lakwPou 5:16 OXETKA HE TO va
e€opoloyeite TIC apaptieg oag o évoc atov GAMo.

3. Elvat o e0KoAo va TOPAEIVETE OTO TIPOYPALUA TTOPA
VO EOTLACETE OTOUG avBpwmoug. Eva eKKANOLAOTLKO
£pyo N Mpoypappa eivat oxedov pia Bpwutkn A£€n. Na
00U TIW KATL, Ta poypappata afilouv. Eival urmtépoyol.
Emotpédovrtac otov Negpia, kepdalato 3, n opyavwon
elvol amopaitntn yia to £€pyo tou Oeol. ANAG T
TipoypA AT lval Xproa povo KaBwe wdelolv Kat
guloyoUv Toug avBpwrouc. O Negpiag mioteve otnv
ofla autol Tou oWKoSoULKOU TIPOYPAUUOTOC, £TOL Sev




Chapter 8
REVIVAL

It's been only nine months since Nehemiah first heard the
word while in Shushan about the total state of disrepair of
the wall around Jerusalem. He spent the first four of those
nine months praying and fasting about what to do about it.
So, in five months he has gathered supplies, crossed 800
miles of desert, rallied the people and built the wall. Now
wouldn't you think after that it would be time to take a little
bit of a break? At least a three- or four-month sabbatical?
But no, Nehemiah now begins to focus on the greatest task
of all. He focuses on the transition of leadership. Nehemiah
didn't come to Jerusalem to become a little monarch. He
didn't come to be king for 30 years. He came to build a wall.
King Artaxerxes even asked him, "When are you coming
home after you finish?" So now he's got to move the people
from the construction phase to the consolidation phase.

Therefore it is time to appoint leaders. He appoints a fellow
by the name of Hanani to be responsible for the daily
governing of Jerusalem. Then he appoints a man named
Hananiah as the military commander to be in charge of the
defense of the nation. The Bible specifically points out that
he chose these two men because they had integrity and
because they had a fear of God. He has gone from
construction to consolidation, and now he looks for
leadership for consecration.

Nehemiah had come to build a wall and then to build a
people. The wall was important only in terms of what it
meant to the lives of the people. Many people today
assume that construction and structure will guarantee a
vibrant life. We tend to think if we just get everything built,
get everything organized and get everything set up we will
have revival. That's wrong! Nehemiah realized that the wall
only created the needed environment for his objective. His
real objective was the reconstruction of the hearts and
minds of the people. He wanted what Peter would call
hundreds of years later "the living stones" to be in place so
that God could truly bless the nation. So how would he do
that?

Just as Nehemiah appointed leaders over the civic matters
and leaders over the military matters, he needed to appoint
a leader over the spiritual life of Israel. Nehemiah knew that
he wasn't that man. So Nehemiah steps back and lets
another come to the forefront to lead the people spiritually.
That man was Ezra. "When the seventh month came and
the Israelites had settled in their towns, all the people
assembled as one man in the square before the water gate.
They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the book of the Law
of Moses which the Lord had commanded to Israel. On the
first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the

elvat; Qupdote tLAéetl o Negplog otnyv iSla TV amelin
Bavdtou vyl HEPLKOUC Omd Toug epydteg "To
TipOypappa &gV  TIPOKEITAL VA OTOHATAOEL. Oa
SoUAEPoupe pe éva 80pU OTo Eva XEPL Kal €va dTuapl
010 GAMo. Ag ouvexiooupe. Kavelg dev mpodKeLtal va pog
eunodioel va xticoupe autd to teiyoc." lati; lMarti
néepe OTL AUTO ATAV TO KAAUTEPO YLa TOUG AvOpwIoug.
Av Touc Tpopale Kal Toug mapEAue o pOBog Toug, auTo
glval To XelpOTEPO MPAyHa TTou Ba pmopolos va Toug
oUpBEL.

AMA n KOTOOKEUN OTOV TOlXO OTAMATNOE AOYW Twv
TAPANMOVWY TOoU KkOopou. O Neegplog kaAeos pla
ouvavinon eneldn 1o povo mpayua mou Ba pmopouoe
Va OTAUOTHOEL TNV AVOLKOSOUNCN TOU TELXOUG ATAV va
BAayeL toug avBpwrmoug. Movasl n kapdld ocag yla
TipAyHaTa ou payilouv thv kopdid tou Oeov; OAiBeoal
ylol 0UTO TIOU otevaywpel Tov Oed; Movag sfattiog Tng
opaptiog; O Kiplog oag mpookalel va €pBete kovtd
Tou, vaL TOV EUTILOTEVTELTE Kol VAL UTTOKOUOETE 0ToV AOYO
Tou. Mabnua AG #1330 7 IemteuPpiou 1997 and tov
Steve Flatt

Kepahatlo 7
EMIXEIPHZH EKDOOBIZMO2

Miow oto 1975, BynKe HLa Ao TLG TILO TPOUOKTLKEG TOLVIEG
mou £(6a OTE pe To Ovopa "Jaws", évag peyalog Aeukdg
Kapyopiag. O epnuepideg katéypaav OTL 0 TOUPLOUOC
otnv TapoAia HewWONKe TOAU Katd TN SLAPKELX TNC
dnuodiholc mpoBoAng TNg Tawiag. Tnv emOUevn Xpovid
oMol eméotpedav otnv mapadio, Olol Atav kald. Tpla
XPOVLOL apYOTEPA OLLWG BynKkav He To «Jaws II», Tn cuvEXELaL.
H Stadnuion ya eketvn tnv tawia éheye: «Akplpwg otav
vOoulleg OTL NTav aodalég, o TPOUOC eMLOTPEDEL OTNV
TP aAlon.

Qaivetal 6tLotn {wh) Hog LEPLKES HOPECS, akpLPwE OTav OAa
Selxvouv va mave kaAd, XTUNAeL n kataotpodn. Kamolog
KATL o€ amelAel.

H lepoucaAnu elval n moOAn o6mou o Oedg eméhete va
Katolkioel. O vadg Tou Oeov Atav ekel. O Aadg tou Oeou
Atav ekel. O Negpiag ixe €pBeL amo tn BaBulwva pe okomo
va EavayTioel TO Teixog eneldn o Oed¢ Tov gixe KOAEoeL va
TO KAveL. To Teiyog yupw amod tnv moAn oxL poévo oxUpwoe
v TOAN Kal TNV tpooTateve amod Tic exOpikeg emBéoelg,
OAG OUUPBOALKA OVTIUTPOCWITEVE KATL YTOOTAPLEE TN
Slvopun kal TV TR TwWV avOpwrnwv eKkel — atnv
TIPOYHATIKOTNTA, TNV T tou Ogov. Etol, Tto va eival
EPEMWUEVO TO TElXOC TNG lepoucalfp ftav TPocoBoAn yia




law before the assembly which was made up of men and
women and all who were able to understand." (Nehemiah
8:1-2)

A church can easily make the mistake in thinking that its life
is in its structure and organization. If we are not careful, we
will make the mistake of thinking that that's where our
power comes from; that it comes from our organization,
our building, or from our numbers instead of remembering
our empowerment comes from God and His word. That's
the only place it comes from. How did Nehemiah go from
building limestone to building living stones?

1. A hunger for the word of God.

There will be no revival until one craves the word of God.
He got them all together and they all had this great hunger
to hear the word of God. The reason they were so hungry
was because they had been in the midst of spiritual famine.
Back in the days of the kings God through prophets said that
if they would disobey Him, He would send them into
captivity. In captivity they were going to have a spiritual
famine. In fact, the prophet Amos prophesied "The days are
coming, declares the sovereign Lord, when | will send a
famine through the land, not a famine of food or of thirst of
water, but a famine of hearing the words of the Lord."
(Amos 8:11) Sure enough they went into Babylonian
captivity followed by Persian dominion. The people had
gone through decades of not being able to hear the word
of God like they had when they lived in their native country.
Can you imagine living in an environment where you and |
did not have access to the word of God?

For a Christian with a heart on fire for God, he doesn't have
his arm twisted to feed on the word of God. It's just not an
option. In our present culture, we are in the midst of
spiritual famine because we're convinced that God doesn't
speak anymore, so we don't come to listen.

2. Honored the word.

"He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the
square before the water gate in the presence of the men,
women and others who could understand. And all the
people listened attentively to the book of the law. Ezra, the
scribe, stood on a high wooden platform built for the
occasion. Beside him on his right stood a lot of other men
". (v. 3): "Ezra opened the book. All the people could see
him because he was standing above them, and as he
opened it, the people all stood up. Ezra praised the Lord,
the great God, and all the people lifted their hands and
responded, 'Amen, Amen'. Then they bowed down and
worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground." (v. 5)
Isn't that incredible? Revival occurs when the people treat
the word of God as a treasure.

Tov A6 Tou Oeol kal 6oov adopd auTolG, oUTO NTOV
nipocBoAn yia tov iSlo tov Oo.

O Neepilag éxkAage kol Tmpooesuxnbnke vo  Tov
XPNOLUOTIONoEL 0 Oe0G Yl va TAEL Kot va EQVayTiosL To
telyoq. O OelC¢ QMAVINCGE O QUTA TNV TPOCEUXH Kal O
Neepiag cuyKEVIPpWOE TOUG aAVOPWTIOUC, TOUG TTOPAKIVNOE,
TOUC OpYyAVWOE Kal ApxLoe va SoUAeVeL tepimou Tto 450 m.X.
niepimou. OAot SoUAsuav koAd pall Kol Ta TRyawoy KaAd,
KAvovtoG HE evBouolaopo To £pyo tou Kupiou. OAa
niyawayv TéAeLa pExpL mou npdav o Zavpaidr, o ToBlag kat
o Feo€u Kkal mpoomabnoav va avalpEcouv To oXESLO Tou
Neeuia.

Autol oL tumol YAevalov Toug EPYATEC, TOUG KOpOLOEU AV Kall
Tou¢ YaAouoav tn OwdBeon. Malilota, ansiAnoov va
glofalouv otnv TOAN KoL va Toug eMITEBOUV Kol Vo TOUG
okotwoouv. MMpoomddnoav vo Toug TPoudtouv WEXPL
Bavatou. Etol, o Negpiag mpooeuynBnke otov Kuplo yla
SUvopun Kal TiposToipacse Tov Aad ylo paxn. Toug
niposToipace va apuvBouv. Otav autoi ot gxBpol eidav
100 Suvato oTPATO £KAVE 0 A0S TOU OeoU, UTIOXWPNCOV.
Elmav 6t 6ev Ba emteBolv og autoug Toug avBpwrmoug.

‘Etol, Ohol eméotpeav otn SOUAELA Kot OAOL ATav KaAd Kal

OAa KOAQ. ZwoTta?

O Toixo¢ €xel oxedOV TEAELWOEL. ITNV MPAYHATIKOTNTA, TO
HOVO TIOU PEVEL £lval Vol KPEPACOUUE TIC TIOPTEG KAl TLG
TIOAEG. AMNG HaVTEPTE TTOLOG ETLOTPEPEL VLA TH GUVEXELD,;
Jwotd! Ta ibla tpia madia. AkplBwe otav daivetal va
eival aodpalég, Epyovtal autol oL exBpol Eava £towuol va
emutebouv fava kal va poomabnoouV va avalpéCouV To
oX€610 Tou OeoU. O KOOWOG Hag oneEPa EXEL exBpoUG Tou
@eoU. O Oedg €xel AKOUA TOUG £XOpoUC Tou Kal Ba €xel
TIAVTO LEXPL VA ETILOTPEPEL 0 XPLOTOG yla va Kplvel Tov
Kbopo. DAoL o6ool eival exBpol Tou OeoU eival cUppaxoL
Tou Zatava. wota! Elvalr mpdktopag tou Zatavd. O
JaTOvVAG €XEL EMPPON] OTOV KOOWO MG onpepa. Mnv
napefnyeite autod o yeyovoq. Kal xpnoLUomoLEL autr thv
ETILPPON evavtiov poc.

«®Dopéote tnv MARpn mavomAica tou Osol». Me aA\a AdyLa,
TIPOETOLOOTEITE VO UTIEPAOTILOTEITE TOV £aUTO coc. Mati o
MavAog; AdPete Béon evavtia ot pebodeloelg tou
Stapolou, kabwe «O aywvog pag Sev sival evavila otn
odpka Kol To aipa. O aywvag pog eivol evavtia oTtoug
APXOVTEC KOl TI OPXEG Kol TLG SUVAUELS TOU OKOTELWVOU
KOOUOU KOl EVAVTLO OTLG TIVEU HOTIKEG SUVAUELS TOU KOKOU
ota oupavia Baocidela». (Epecioug 6:12) OL oghideg tng
Kawng AlaBnkng elval yeUATEG LE TNV TPOAYHUATIKOTNTA TOU
TIVEUMOTIKOU TIOAEpOU. O OebGg AEEL VO TIPOETOLUAOTELC yLa
TETOLOU £160UG payn.

Mowa elval Opwg Tta Kivntpa Tou Zatavd; a) OfAsL va
apvnBel otov Oeod TN 66 Mou Tou avaloyel oTo Gvoud
Tou. O OKOTOG oG O€ aUTh TN yn, w¢ Xplotlavol, ivat va
dépoupe 60 otov Oeb. AMG o SlaBolog BEAeL va To




All across America, there are churches that devalue the
word of God. It would amaze you how many churches in this
city are meeting that do not believe or teach that the Bible
is inspired. You would be shocked at the number of places
where preachers either totally ridicule or trivialize the
miracles and say, "Aw, those fictitious stories are to just
teach us the good morals." Let me tell you when that
attitude is prevalent there is no life-there is no revival.

Look at how the Jews honored the word of God. The first
thing | see that really impresses me was their lack of time
consciousness. For six hours, Ezra read the law and they
stood and they listened. | can't even begin to imagine that.
| realize they developed better listening skills than we have
as a people, but they stood and they listened because they
were eager to have God speak to them. Even the teenagers
were soaking it in. They didn't have a time consciousness.

They honored the word of God by their respect and by their
expressiveness. Nobody had to ask them to stand. Ezra
didn't say, "Will you all stand for the reading of the law?"
Nobody had to ask them to raise their hands. Nobody had
to ask them to say, "Amen, Amen." Nobody had to ask them
to bow their faces to the ground.

We are not like that because our culture has taught us to
control our emotions. There are times when God's word is
burning a hole in your heart and you are about to explode,
but you are not going to because you are more worried
about what someone will think than about what God's
word is doing in your heart. Now, lest you misunderstand,
I'm not encouraging disruption or chaos or personal shows
that are bizarre. | also know that some people show their
greatest reverence by their stillness and silence.

"The Levites instructed the people in the law while the
people were standing there. They read from the book of the
law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that
the people could understand what was being read." (v. 7-8)
3. A proper handling of the word.

First, they read it from the original language, Hebrew.
Second, they translated it into the tongue, language, of the
listeners which would have been Aramaic. Then it says,
"They made it clear what the point was." All the way
through the chapter, you see an emphasis on the word
"understanding." All too often, preaching is not generated
by scripture but generated by the preacher or by some
agenda of the church. You must not decide what to say and
then see if the Bible agrees with it. Instead, teach the Bible
and then decide whether you are going to agree with it.
That's the way it works. That's the proper handling of
scripture.

OTAPATACEL QUTO. Eva Tpdyupa Tou yvwpilete amod tn
MEAETN TNC TpoéAeuonc Tou Zatavd sival OTL gival oAU
EYWLOTAG Kal BEAeL OAN TN 86€a yLa Tov €aUTO Tou. ETOl,
OTLONTIOTE UTOpPEL va KAVEL yla va adatpéoel T So&a amno
Tov Oegd, Ba To KAvel akOpA KL v XPElAoTel va oag
XPNOLUOTIOLROEL yla va To KAVEL. Eilval KATWE TPOUAKTLKA
ok€Pn, €toL Sev eivay; B) To KivnTpo Tou €ival va HATALWOEL
10 B€ANua Tou G0l otov KOopOo. OTdNToTE BEAEL 0 OO
va ylvel, o Zatavag BéAel va avalpeBel. y) Na kepbioel
petatponeic. Iwota! O Zatavdag BOéAsl va kepdioel
npoonAutous. O Zatavdg ival guayyeAlotng, To AEEPEC
0UTO; @€Ael ouvexwg HeYoAUTEPO OTpaTd. OEAEL va o€
OTPATOAOYNOEL

Tnv nponyoupevn popa mou o ZavBaidr, o ToBlag kat n
Fec€p Atav otnv lepoucalny, emtéBnkav oto Aad. Auth
™ dopa eotiacav tnv emnibeor Toug otov Neguia. Auth
™ dopa VAL TIPOCWTILKO KAl £X0UV AANa Tpla KOATIOL 0TO
pavikt Touc. AMA o Oedg¢ B€AeL va ouveylooups va
epyalOpaoTe yla AUTOV OPA TIC TIPOCWTILKEC ETLOEOELC.

O Oed¢g BéAeL va ocuvexioste va gpyalecte MopPA TOUG
TLEPLOTIAGLOUG.

To edadlo Neegpiag 6:1 avadépel otL n Aé€n édtaoe otov
JavBaAat, tov Tofia kot T MEoEP KOl TOUG UTIOAOUTOUG
exBpouc otL o Neegpiag eixe avaytioel To teiyog Kot Sev
€UELVE KEVO OE QUTO EKTOC OO TLG TIOPTEC KO TIG TIUAEG.

‘Eotellav auto To unvupa, "EAdate, ag BpeBolue pall os Eva

ano ta Ywpld otnv nedtada tou Ovo. Ikédtovtal va pe
BAayouv. Etol Toug €otelha ayysAlopOpouC UE QUTH ThV
anavtnon: "Kavw éva peydlo épyo edw, latl va
OTOUATACEL TO £py0 evw TO adnvw Kol kotefalvw oe
oéva;» (Negpiag 6:2) Twpa pe TNV mpwtn okéyn, n
TipOOKANGN Toug va cuvavtnBouyv pe tov Negpia propei va
punv ¢aivetal téco vmontn. Moo elval to AdBog ¢'autd?
AkouUyetal cav va B£Aouv va kdavouv Alyn elpnvn, E€pete.
AMOG o Negpiag néepe autolg toug tuTouC. HEepe OG0
eTukivbuvol pmopoloav va eival. ITnV MPaypoTKOTnTa,
Sev mpoodépOnkav va EpBouv otnv lepoucainp. HBgAav o
Neepiag va dpuyeL amo tnv lepoucaliu Kol vo TTAEL Ttepimou
elkool pikla pakpLd os éva LEPOG 1 TiepLox Omou oL exBpot
Tou Neguia ATtav yvwoTo OTL ATav OToU Ynopoucay lte va
Tov amayayouv eite va tov doAodovroouv. Héepe mdoo
erukivbuvo Ba Nrav. AAA éva taidL Suo nuepwv Ba tov
OTTOUAKPUVE QIO QUTOV ToV TolX0, HaKPLA amod tn SoUAeld
Tou tou €6woe o Oe6¢ va Kavel. MNpoomadnoav va
napacUpouv Tov Negpio pakpld TECOEPL  OPEG.
Avtilotabnke Kal €uelve oTo Kabrkov Tou. Oa €Kave aAUTO
Tou BeAe va yivel 0 Oedg Kat OXL auTo Tou NBeAav va yivel
ol gxBpol Tou. Mmopeoe va To KAVEL AUTO cuveyxilovtag:
Avtlotadnke kal Eueve oto Kabrkov Tou. Oa €Kave auto
Tou ABeAe va yivel 0 Oedg Kot OxL auTo Ttou NBeav va yivel
ol exBpol Tou. Mmopeoe vo To KAVEL AUTO cuveyilovtag:
Avtlotadnke kal Eueve oto Kabrkov Tou. Oa €Kave auto




That's exactly what | think Paul was trying to tell Timothy.
"Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved,
a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly handles the word of truth." (2 Timothy 2:15) That
doesn't mean to handle your agenda or to manipulate it for
what you want to get across, but just helping the people
clearly understand what God wants them to understand.
You don't get revival by a pre-conceived agenda and
manipulation. You get revival by accurately releasing the
power of the word of God. Revival occurs when people have
a hunger for the word, when they honor the word, and
when they properly handle the word.

4. Humbled by God's word.

"Nehemiah, the governor, Ezra, the priest and scribe, and
the Levites who were instructing the people said to them
all, 'This day is sacred to the Lord, your God. Do not mourn
or weep, for all the people had been weeping as they
listened to the words of the law."" Nehemiah said, "Go and
enjoy choice food, and sweet drinks, and send some to
those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our
Lord. Do not grieve for the joy of the Lord is your strength.
The Levites calmed all the people, saying be still, for this is
a sacred day. Do not grieve. Then all the people went away
to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate
with great joy because they now understood the words that
had been made known to them." (Nehemiah 8:9-12)

There it is. Revival broke out.

1. The people heard the word and they recognized their
own brokenness and sinfulness. "They had been weeping as
they heard the law read to them." (v. 9) Why? Because as
they heard the law read, they realized they'd not done what
was required. We had not obeyed God. No wonder we were
in captivity. No wonder we were just in squalor down here.
We were broken. But their weeping turned to joy as they
realized that even though they had left God, God had not
left them. Their sorrow turned to celebration.

There are so many people who are scared to death of the
word of God because they know it will show them their
brokenness. They know it will convict their hearts and make
them hurt. | don't want to see it; | don't want to look at it. |
don't want to know, let me do my own thing. What they
don't understand is that when they face their brokenness,
there is celebration just on the other side because the Word
and the power of God take them there. They'll never know
any real life happiness or celebration until they go through
that brokenness by the word of God to the other side.
That's how you are humbled by the word of God.

2. Let God's word speak to you. If you will let Him speak to

Tou \BeAe va yivel 0 Oedg Kal OxL auTo Tou \BeAav va yivel
ol exBpol Tou. Mmopeoe va To KAvel autd ouveyilovtag:

1. Meivete ouykevipwpévol. O  Neegpiag nrtav
OUYKEVIpWHEVOC. HEepe TIC IpOTEPALOTNTEG TOU. HEepe
™ Séopeuon mou eixe avalafel otov Kuplo. Kpatouoe
TO LATLO TOU OTO OTOX0 Tou. Mmopeite va giote BEBatot
OTL 0 €XBpOG pag, 0 Zatavdg, BEAEL va ag ATOOTIAOEL
TNV POCOXH A0 TO VA KAVOULLE To B€Anpa Tou Ogou. O
Jatavag €xel Palel kaBs eiboug BEAynTpa KoL
TIEPLOTIAOOUC OTOV TTOATIOUO pog onpepa. NMoAot and
outoucg movnpoil. Onmw¢ o Neegplag, TPEMEL va TOUG
afloloynooupe umo To ¢dw¢ TNG KARong tou BOeou.
MepikéG GOpEC TO va PEVW CUYKEVIPWEVOC OToV Q€0
KaL o€ aUTO TIou BEAEL va KAVW oNUaivel va AEw «OxL».
Mag eivalt SUuokoho va TOUHE Oxl. Mag ap€osl va
KAVOUUE TIPAYMOTA, VO TINyoivoUpde UEPN KoL va
OUMUETEXOUHE. ANAG LEPIKEC POPEG TIPETIEL AMAWG va
TIOUHE «OXL» KOL VO ELLOOTE TILO GUYKEVTPWHEVOL KOl Val
KAVOULE TN SOUAELA TTOU paG €6woe 0 OO VAL KAVOUE.
T adalpel To XxpoOVo oag amod To Va KAVETE To BEANU
TOU Og0U, Ao Ta MPAYHATIKA ONUAVTIKA TTPAYLOTA 0T
{wn;

2. Epyaoia mapd tn Suadnpion. Otav Suodnueig kamolov,
Sladidelg Pépoata kat pApeg yu' oautov. «Tote Thv
méuntn ¢opa o XavBaldt pou £otelhe tn Ponbeld tou
LE €va LAVUMO KoL OTO XEPL TOU £lXe pla aoppaylotn
ETLOTOAN TtoUu £Aeye: «AvadEpetal HeTaél Twv eBvwv
Kal o Feoép AL OTL auTo eivat aAnBela, Negspia, otL ol
Kal ot EBpalol oxedlalete va emavaotatioete. Kat y'
auto xtilelc to Tteiyog.EmutAéov, cUpdwva pe TNV
avadopd, MPOKeLTaL va Yivelg BaotAldg ToUG Kol EXELG
oteilel mpodATEG va kavouv pla Slaknpuén Ot sloatl
BaoclAldg otov louda. Autd Ba emotpEPel otov
BaoAldg.» (Neguiag 6:5) Me dAAa Aoyla, Negpia, Ba tw
OTOV TIPOYUATIKO BootAld OtL mpoomoBeic va Bpelg ™
SoUAeld Tou. Aoutdv, nNtav YPépa, €tol Sev eivay;
Mapatnpeite OTL N €MOTOAN ATAV ATOCHPAYLOUEVN.
‘Htav avouyto. Autd Ba ntav cav éva ypappa mpog tov
£k80OTN Kal 6AolL ool To petédepav oto Spodpo Tou Ba
propovoav va to Stafdcouv kal sipal BERalog otL o
JavumoAdt ¢poviloe va Souv auTO TO ypApud oL
UTINPETEC TOU Kal Ta TOAAQ pdtio tou. ‘HOehe va
Stadwoel auth tn poxOnpen kot Yeudn erun Kot av ot
avOpwrot tou Negpia To épabav kol miotevav OTL O
apXNyog TOug ATavV  aMAWG  EVal  KOULPOOKOTOG,
EYWKEVTPLKOC AvBpwrtog, ylati dev Ba tov umoothpllav
T, Auto pmopetl va sival emiBAapec.

O Neepulog €otelde autn tv amdvinon, "Timota ano
ouTd Tou Aeg dev elvat aAnBela, Kal amAwG To GTLAXVELG
ard to pUaAo6 cou. MNpoomnabeic va pe tpopdtels.” Tote
o Neepiog Aéel: «Mpooeuxnbnka otov Kuplo, twpa
Suvapwoe ta xépla pouy». (Neguiag 6:8) Tooo mMLoTOG




you. His word will convict. God's word cuts through the
facades that we tend to put up and it forces us to look at
who we really are. "For the word of God is living and active.
Sharper than any doubled-edged sword, it penetrates even
to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12)
Everyday, we need to be examined by the word of God.

Mark Twain once said "Some people get upset about parts
of the Bible they can't understand. It's parts that | do
understand that give me difficulty." God's word is a mirror
that reflects us so we see what we actually are, sinful
people. It convicts.

3. It consecrates. "For everything God created is good, and
nothing is rejected if it is received with thanksgiving,
because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer."
(1 Timothy 4:4-5) We don't use the word "consecrated"
everyday, but it just means to pull aside and prepare for a
special purpose. That's what God's word does. Once it
convicts us of our own weakness, then God's word pulls us
aside and begins to prepare us for a special purpose. It
prepares us for great things that we couldn't and wouldn't
do otherwise. It is that living sword cutting to the core of
our being that cuts us away from that which is evil and pulls
us to the light.

4. The word of God completes. It completes our life. We get
so concerned with the tangible and material that we
neglect the spiritual. In reality we are spiritual beings
wrapped temporarily in a material tent of flesh. You are
made in the image of God. That means you cannot be
fulfilled without the word of God. You need soul food. No
way around it. "For you have been born not of perishable
seed but of imperishable through the living and enduring
word of God." (1 Peter 1:23) You exist because of the word
of God. God spoke all things into existence, and you have a
saving relationship with Jesus today because of the word of
God. The word of God didn't just create you, it will re-create
you. The only way that you will feel whole is with a genuine
relationship with that Word.

Revival is necessary. It always is. We don't need it once a
decade, or once a year, we need continually. The key to
revival is the word-the very breath of God that we need to
hunger for, honor, and handle correctly so that it will
humble us and make our lives a celebration to Him.

| don't know what your individual need is today but turn,
repent and build or repent, return and rebuild your
relationship to God. Lesson #1332 September 21, 1997

oTovV Yopaktipa tou Neeguia, amAwg améppupe TIG
Katnyopleg wg Yeudeic. NpooeuxnOnke otov O ONMwg
€KOVE TIAVTA KAl HETA eméotpee otn OOUAELA. Aev
€xaoe Xpovo umepacTil{OUeVOC ToV €aUTO Tou. Exete
OTOATHOEL TIOTE VO 0LOXOAELOTE e KATL EMELSN) KATIOLOG
00C EMEKPLVE KOl ETIPETE VA AdLEPWOETE XPOVO yLa val
UTLEPOLOTILOTETE TOV £QUTO oaG; Aoutdv, o Neeguiag eine
OTL &gV TPOKELTOL va TO Téow. Aev TIPOKELTAL va
anavtiow o ¢RUEG. Agv TIPOKELTAL VO OTIAVTOW O€
KOUTOOUTOALA Kal umtovooupeva. To €pyo tou Oegol
elvat oAU onuavTiko.

‘Eva amo ta o SUCKOAQ TTPAyY LT TIOU TIPETIEL VAL KAVEL
OTIOLOOBNTIOTE NYETNG eival va amovtd oe Peudeig
KATNYOPLEG YLt auTov, cuvhRBwe amo pwa InAwdpn mtnyn.
O€AELG VO TA TIAPATOELG HEPIKEG POPEG, AAAG OXL O
Negpiog. AmMAwg  eumioteltnke Tov  Oed  Kal
gQmoTEVTNKE TNV aAnBelo. Nioteve OTL N aAnBela Ba
ETUKPOTOUOE KOl QUTO elval onpavtikd va Bupdote
otav  Kamolwo¢ oag oukodavtel kot Sladidel
KOUTOOMTOALA Yl €0dG. H aAnBeta Ba viknosl. Molog
Atav o mo Peudwe KatnyopoUEVOG AvBpwmog otnv
Lotopia tou kdéopou; Kople pou, Inool Xploté. T elme:
«Makaplot eiote 6tav oL avBpwrol oag npooBaiiouy
Kal oo¢ Stwkouv Peudwg kat Aéve kaBe eidoug Kakia
evavtiov oag e€attiag pou; Na xaipeote Kat va xaipeote
ylati peydAn eival n avtopolpn ocag otov oupavo ylatt
e Tov (610 Tpomo dwwéave tov mpodrtn mou npbe mpv
aro oeva." (MatBaiog 5:

3. Epyooteite mapd tov Kivduvo. «Mio pépa rtiya oTo oTtitt
Tou Zepaia, kat lne, ag BpeBoupe oto omitL Tou OeoU,
paAlota péoa oto vao». Evvoouoe pe autd «ota Ayla
Twv Ayiwv». «Kal o¢ kAelooupe TIG TOPTEC yLlaTi
€pXovTal AvIpeG TN vUXTA va o€ okotwaoouv, Negpia». O
Neeulag eine: "Evag avBpwmog oav gpéva Ba mpeNeL va
duyey; Mpénel évag avBpwmog cav epeva va Kpudtel
oto voo; Asv Ba maw". (Neepiog 6:10) Aoutov, Tl
Kavouv; NMpoomaBouv va tov Tpopdtouv. Aéve, "Neegpia,
umapxeL €vag 6olodovog kel €€w kal £xel cupBoAalo
yla T {wr oou, Kot To KOAUTEPO HEPOC YL v KPUDTELG
elvol péoa ota Ayla twv Ayiwv. OL kakol dev Ba os
akolouBrioouv ekel péoa. Mpwta amd OAa , pévo ol
LEPELG ETUTPEMOVTAY OTA Ayla Twv Ayiwy,

AMG akOun TeplocotepPo amod autod, o Nespiag néspe otL

Tov £0Tnvav va poldlel pe Sethd. O kdopoc Oa propolios

va TieL: «TL NYETN £xoulE; TpéXeL Kat KpUuBeTaw». O Negplog

elne: «KataAaBaivw otL dev Toug £€otelhe 0 OedC, aAAd O

ToBla kot o ZavPpaAdt toug €xouv MPOCAAPEL yla va He

ekpoBloouvv wote va Sampdfw apaptio KAvovtag auto,

Kal Hetd Ba pou €8wvav kakod oOvouo Kol Ba  pe

anaflwoouvy. (oT. 12) Q, Lo apECEL AUTO. Oa EMPETE EVag

AvTpag oav epéva va TpEEel Kal va Kpudtel. Aev elvat

EYWLOTNG ekel. Aéel, "Kolta, elpat ny€tng kot o Oed¢ e £xeL

eTuAEEeL. O Oeo¢ pe aveBeoe. Elpat umevBuvog yla 6Aoug




Chapter 9
CONFESSION IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL

A young man at the candy store told the proprietor, "l want
three boxes of candy. | want a $5.00 box, a $10.00 box, and
a $20.00 box." The candy store owner said, "What on earth
do you want three boxes of candy?" He said, "I've got a date
with a young lady this weekend. If she just shakes my hand
and says | had a nice time, I'm going to give her a $5.00 box
of candy. If she gives me a big bear hug, I'm going to give
her the $10.00 one. But if she plants a big kiss on me, I'm
going to give her a $20.00 box of candy." Well, come that
Friday, he went over to her house, was invited in and asked
if he couldn't stay for supper. The father asked the boy
"Would you lead us in prayer for the meal?" That young
man led the most eloquent, longest and most beautiful
prayer you've ever heard. After it was over, his date
whispered over to him, "I didn't know you were so
spiritual." He whispered back, "and | didn't know your
daddy owned the candy store." The moral of the story is
sometime prayers sound a lot more sincere than they are.

| wonder how many insincere prayers God has heard
through the centuries. Particularly as they relate to
personal sinfulness. Prayers that oft times are well worded
and eloquent but are not very authentic, not very heartfelt.
Personally, | believe that God has heard many more token
prayers than He has broken prayers. Do you know what |
mean when | say "a broken prayer"? It's the prayer of one
who has been cut to the quick that he or she has offended
an all holy, all loving, all faithful God. For example: The
prayer David offered after his sin with Bathsheba. After he
had been confronted by the prophet Nathan and the truth
looked him square in the face. David prayed "Have mercy
on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according
to Your great compassion, blot out my transgressions. Wash
away all my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin for | know
my transgressions and my sin is always before me. Against
You, You only have | sinned and done what is evil in your
sight, so that You are proved right when You speak and
justified when you judge." ... "Cleanse me with hyssop and
| will be clean. Wash me and | will be whiter than snow. Let
me hear joy and gladness. Let the bones You have crushed
rejoice. Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my
iniquity. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me." (Psalm 51:4, 7-10) This prayer
flows from a broken heart and only the broken heart is big
enough for God to dwell in.

In this lesson we can see the necessity of brokenness
because only when we are broke will we face the truth
about ourselves. We are sure David felt twinges of guilt for
months after his sin with Bathsheba. But there is a
difference between feeling guilty and being broken. There

oUToUG TOUG avBpwWMOoUG. Agv HUIMOpW AMAWG va TPEEW Kot

va KpUOTW Pmpootd otov Kivbuvo." O Neegpiag Buunbnke

molo¢ nrtav. MNvwplle tov 61kd Tou BeddoTo YapaKTrpa.

E€attiag avtou, Ba pnopolos va mapapeivel Suvatog. H

BiBAog AéeL OTL 0 £BpOC paAC, O ZATOVAG, TPLYUPVAEL oAV

Alovtapt mou Ppuxdtatr amAd Payvel Kkamolov va

katoPpoxBiocel, Yayxvel eoéva kol Paxvel gpéva. Oa

Mropéoelg va avtiotabeic otov SlaBolo av EEpeLg moLog

eloat kat av BuunBeig 6t eloal maldi tou Oeov. Av eloal

Xplotiavog, $opds 1o Ovopa tou Xplotou. Tov €Xete

dopéael oTo Bamtiopa kot popdte To Ovoud Tou. O XpLoTtog

neBave yla ogva. Auth lval n TaUTOTNTA oou. X e€omAilel
enionc.

0O O€6¢ o€ BonBadstL va avtiotabeic otov AtdBolo.

1. Jou bivel évav €MITOKTIKO oKomo otn {wr). Nvwpllete to
nayvidt Trivial Pursuit. elval kdnwg SL00KeSQOTIKO
Tipayua. KabBesooal kal omavidg O €PWTNOELS Yyl
ovouola mpaypota. Meplypddel t whR TOAWY
avBpwnwv. AmAwg Pplokovial oe Lo OCAUAVTN
erubiwén. H BiBAog Ael EekaBapa OTL N xplotiovikn wn
6ev mpémel va eivat €tol. «OL peydheg  lwég
dnuoupyolvtal amd tn S£€opeucn yla €vav peydlo
okomo». Eimav: «Negplo, oTapdta outo moU KAVELG Kal
KatéPa amd autov Tov Toixo Kol éAa va cuvavinboulue
pall pag». T eime? "Kolta, kdvw €va UTIEPOXO £pyo.
Mol va katéBw; Exw PrAéel pe kartL ormoudaio”. Exete
kamowo omoudaio €pyo otn Iwn ooag Exete évav
ETILTOKTLKO OKOTIO TIOU OOC TOPAKIVEL KaBnuepva; Kat
TaAL, ot omoudaiot avBpwrol eival amAol avBpwrot
Tou €ival adoolwpévol e Evav PeyAalo okomo. Auth n
attia Toug Bydlel amd Tov £0UTO TOUC KOL TOUG KAVEL
KaAUTEpPOUG amo O,TLBa urmopoucay va elval LOVoLTOUC.
O Inooug pag Sivel to okomd pag. MoAAéC dopég, o
InooUC pwTNBNKE TOLO E£LVaL TO TILO CNUAVTIKO TPAYHLAL.
«Evag e8KdC Tou vopou Tov Sokipaoe e TNV epwTnon:
«AGoKaAeg, ol eival n peyaAUTtepn evtoAr) oe O6Ao To
vopo;» O InooUlg eine: «Ayana tov KUplo tov Oed oou
pe 6An oou TNV Kapdid, pe 6An cou tnv YPuxn Kal pe 6Ao
TO HUaAO cou». AUTA elval n TPWTN Kal HeyaAUTEPN
evtoAn. «Kal to 8eltepo eival cav auto: Aydama tov
TIANGLOV 00U OTWCE TOV €aUTO cou. OAOg 0 VOUOG KoL oL
TMIPODATEG KPEHOVTAL MO AUTEG TG SU0 €eVTOAEC.»
(MatBalog 22) eine o InooUg. Auto ALysTal N UEYAAN
€VTOAN. mola eivol n peyalltepn evioArl o OAO TO
vopo;». O Inooug sine: «Ayarmna tov Kiplo tov Oed cou
pe O6An oou TNV Kapdid, pe 6An cou tnv YPuxn Kal e 6Ao
TO HUAAO oouw». AUTA elval n MPWTN Kal HEyaAUTEPN
evioAn. «Katl to SeUltepo elval cav auto: Ayama tov
TIANGLOV 0OV OMWG TOV €aUTO oou. OAOG 0 VOROG KOl oL
MPODNATEG KPEUOVTAL QMO QUTEC TG SU0 EVIOAEC.»
(MatBalog 22) eine o InooUG. Auto AEyeTal N UEYAAN
EVIOAN. Mol €lval n HeyaAUuTtepn eVvIOAn o€ OAO TO
vopo;». O Inooug elne: «Ayarmna tov KUplo tov Ogbd cou




have been times in life when we've done things that were
wrong and we felt a little bad about it, but that's not being
broken over your sins. Only when David was confronted by
the stark truth presented by the prophet Nathan, only then
did David strip away the Band-Aids of twinges of guilt and
come face to face with the moral cancer that was eating
away at his soul. Only when he was broken did he face the
truth about himself.

The same thing happened to Peter. When he boasted that
he would never betray Jesus. Jesus said that all of them
would betray Him. Peter said, "Well, maybe all of them,
Lord, but not me. No, I'll be faithful to you to death. Lord."
Jesus said, "Oh, Peter! Before this very night's over, you'll
deny me three times before the cock crows." Sure enough
by that campfire it happened the denials came - once, twice
and then thrice. The Bible says, "Then Jesus walked by and
looked at Peter. When he did Peter knew the truth about
himself." The unfaithfulness that filled his heart and it broke
the apostle. The Bible said he went out and he wept bitterly.
A broken man doesn't make excuses or play the blame-
game. He just pleads for mercy.

“On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the Israelites
gathered together, fasting and wearing sackcloth and
having dust on their heads. Those of Israelite descent had
separated themselves from all foreigners. They stood in
their places and confessed their sins and the wickedness of
their fathers. They stood where they were and read from
the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of
the day, and spent another quarter in confession and in
worshiping the LORD their God.” (Nehemiah 9:1-3)

1. Revivalis linked to the word of God.

It is that word that acts as the two-edged sword, cutting to
the heart, and being cut to the heart. It was time for Israel
to face the facts and confess her sins. The result is the long-
est recorded prayer in the entire Bible. It is a prayer that is
spoken by the broken. In this confession and prayer, Israel
confesses her sins. She traces her past from Abraham all the
way to the present situation. There are two key points
stressed over and over again, first, the faithfulness of God,
and second, the faithlessness of God's people.

The people pray and recount the covenant that God with
them through Abraham, and said, "Oh God, you've been
good to us, even when we went down to Egypt in bondage.
We prayed for deliverance and you sent a deliverer, Moses.
After the plagues, You parted the Red Sea, and we walked
across on dry ground. Then you gave our people food and
water and you protected us from the enemies. God, you
were good to us." How did those people respond to that
goodness? "But they and their forefathers became arrogant
and stiff-necked and did not obey your commands. They
refused to listen and failed to remember the miracles you
performed among them. They became stiff-necked and, in

pe OAn oou TV Kapdid, pe 6An cou TNV YPuxn Kal e 6Ao
TO HUAAO coux». AUTA elval n MPWTN KAl UEYOAUTEPN
evToAn. «Kal to SeUtepo elval cav auto: Ayama tov
TIANGLoV 00U OMWG ToV €aUTO oou. OAog 0 VOUOG Kol oL
TMPOdNATEG KPEUOVTAL QMO QUTEG TG SUO €VTOAEC.»
(MatBalog 22) eine o InooUG. Auto AEyeTal N UEYAAN
EVTOAN.

Alyo keddlala apyotepa, o Inoolg mpPoKewtal va
aveéABeL otov Matépa, ald Aésl otoug pabntég Tou:
«OAn n g€ouaoia otov oupavod kal otn yn €xeL 600¢el oe
HEVQ, EMOUEVWE, TINYALVETE KAl KAVTE LABNTEG Ao OAa
Ta £6vn, BadTtilovtag Ta oTo Gvopa Tou Tov Matépa Kot
tov Y0 kalL to Aylwo Mvebpa, SI8ACKOVTAG TOug va
UTtKOUOUV 0€ OAa 600 oag £XW MPOoTALeL». (MatBaiog
28) Aev UTIAPXEL TimoTa KAAUTEPO OTO OTOLO WMOpEiTe
va adlepwoeTe TN {wh 00¢ Ao T LEYAAN EVTOAN KL TN
HEYAAN amootoAr]. Autd Ta mpdypata Slapkolv yla
navta! Eivol ol emitaktikol pog otdxol—ayamndte tov
@ebd, oayamate Toug avBpwroug, Telte  OTOUG
ovOpWMoUC To £UAYYEAO KOL TOUG paBnteVoTe. 2ag
TIPOKAAW VA NV £l0Te 0TO TIEPLBWPLO TN XPLOTLOVIKAG
{wng mopakoAouBWVTOG ToUg GAAOUG. ATOKTNOTE ThV
KupLOTNTO AUTOU Tou okomoU yia th Sikn oag {w.

2. O @eb¢ oou bivel pa Eekabapn mpoortikr. Mpooétate
OTL KkdBe d¢opa mou oL exBpol ToOuU Neeguia
npoomnabovoav va Tov Tayldeloouy, TO EVIwOE;
MmopouUoe va puploet pa mayida éva piAL pakptad. Eixe
antioteutn avtiAnyn, dwakplon kat codia. O Neepiag
glye évo MVEUPOTIKO POVTAP TIOU TOU ETETPETE VO
avtiotaBel otoug exBpol¢ Tou. Twpa, TWE TO
katoAaBaivelg autd; O Oedc oou to Sivel. AN TIpEMEL
va Tou 10 Intioelg. O TG MiAncE ylw TO TWG
Soklualetal n miotn pog HePKEG opEC Kal Twe Ba
TIEPACOUNE SOKLUAOIEG. «AV KATIOLOG QIO €0GG EXEL
EMewn codlag, va {ntrosl and tov Oed mou Sivel
armAoxepa xwpig va Seiyvel suvolokpatia kal Ba tou
600¢i». (lakwpBou 1:5) Exete autn tn oxéon; MNwc givaln
TIVEUMOTIKA oag svawobnoia; MNvwpilete apketd kald
Tov Adyo Tou Oeol yla va yvwpilete pla mayida otav
eudaviletay;

3. O Ogb¢ pag kalel os ouvexn mpooeuyn. Autd eivat
owoTto: ouvexng mpooeuxn. H Ayla Tpadn Aéel
«Mpooeguxnoou adiakomoa». O Negpiog mpoosuxotay o
KaBe Brpoa. Otdnmote mpoékue, N MPWTN AMAvVINOoN
tou Negpia o auti TNV Katdotoon Atav vo
npooeguxnBei, va {ntoeL anod tov Oeod tn Suvaun. O
Inoou¢ NTav e Tov 810 TPOTO KAl £lME OTOUC HABNTEG
Tou va eival pe tov 6o tpomo. Ito Aoukag 18:1, o
Inoouc eine otoug padntég Tou pLa mapaBoAn ya va
TouG Selel OTL MPEMEL MAVTA VA TTPOCEUXOVTAL KAl Vo
pnv ta mopotdve. Mwg eivat Aoutév n Twn g
TIPOCEUXNG OO




their rebellion, appointed a leader and ordered to return to
their slavery. But you are a forgiving God, gracious and
compassionate; slow to anger and astounding in love.
Therefore, you did not desert them."

The cycle is repeated over and over again in verses 19
through 25. The people pray about how good God was after
that. After taking them through the desert, not even
allowing their shoes and clothing to wear out. Then when
they entered Canaan, you gave them kingdom after
kingdom. You gave them wells to drink from that they didn't
dig. You gave them vineyards to eat from that they didn't
plant. You gave them houses to live in that they did not
build. God, you were awesomely good!

But then how did the people respond again? "But they were
disobedient and rebelled against you. They put your law be-
hind their backs; they killed your prophets who had
admonished them in order to turn them back to you. They
committed awful blasphemies. So you handed them over to
their enemies who oppressed them. But when they were
oppressed, they cried out to you, from Heaven you heard
them and in your great compassion, you gave them de-
liverers who rescued them from the hand of their enemies.
But as soon as they were at rest, they again did what was
evil in your sight. Then you abandoned them to the hand of
their enemies, so that they ruled over them and when they
cried out to you again, you heard from heaven." (vs. 26-28a)
"And in your compassion, you delivered them time after
time." (v. 28b)

You see what is happening here? Did you ever try to hug a
baby that didn't want to be hugged? Did you ever pick up
an infant and have that infant stiffen that back and throw
that back in such a way? They didn't want that affection?
That is exactly what happened with Israel. No matter how
much God tried to show His love and His care, Israel balked
and they rebelled. Don't misunderstand. This prayer is not
a group of Jews gathering in the 5th century B. C. just
offering a laundry list of gripes about their ancestors. No,
these broken people were saying, "We are the product of a
rebellious and arrogant ancestry and we bear the family
resemblance.

Instead of talking about the great-great grandparents, the
words we, our, and us come into play. "In all that has
happened to us, you have been just, you have acted
faithfully while we did wrong." (v. 33) "We are slaves today,
slaves in the land you gave our forefathers so they could eat
its fruit and the other good things it produces. Because of
our sins, its abundant harvest goes to the kings you have
placed over us. They rule over our bodies and our cattle as
they please. We are in great distress." (v. 36)

If you don't remember anything, remember this, your
prayer must not be a token prayer but a prayer from a
broken and contrite heart and mind. No excuses or alibis

4. O O€0b¢ pag KaAel o pla Bapparéa empovn. O Negulog
OUVEXLE va KPEUETAL KEL, O,TL KL av ywotav. Eine, "Aegv
TIPOKELTAL VO OKAOW Yylati o Ogog eival pall pou. O
Jatovdg eival autdg mou mpoomoBel va Pdalel oe
TEpaopd Toug avBpwrmoug va TtpE€ouv Otav TaA
nipaypata SuckoAéPouv. Asdedlel Toug avBpwroug va
TPEEOUV LOKPLA aTto Tov O€0. AeAedlel TOuG avOpWTOUG
va TpEEOUV HaKPLA Ao TOUG YAUOUC TOug OTav Ta
npayuata SuokoAevouv. AgAedlel Toug avBpwmoug va
Eepelvouv amo tn Swakovia, va Eedpuyouv amd TNV
TIPOYHATIKOTNTA KoL O€ KaAmolwov €0wopd 1 kamola
apaptia. O dtaBolog BEAeL va TpEEeLg, aANG To BEANQ
TOU @0V yLa TouG XpLoTLavoU G ELVaL ETILLOVI OKOUN KoL
KATA TPOowTo duadnpLonc, KlvdUvou I mepLoTacoU.

O Navlog eine: «Ag unv KoupalOUAOTE VA KAVOULE TO
KaAO, ylati tnv katdAAnAn otyun 6a Bepiooupe codela
av dev ta mapatioouper. (FaAdteg 6:9) To spwtnua
Aoutov eival: mMooo emipovol €l0TE OTO VA KAVETE TO
BéAnUa tou Oeol; YmokoU¢ amAwg otov Kiplo otav
elval BoAiko; H éxete adlepwoel tOoo TN (W oag os
AUTOV TIOU 0KOUN Kol o€ Tteplddouc KvdUvou Ba kAvete
OUTO TIou BEAeL va KAVETE. AKOUN Kal O€ TEPLOSOUG
SduokoAiag, eiote ekel yla Autov. O Neeplag eixe avtn
™ 8€opeuon kal T SLESwaoe og GAOUG TOUG AVOPWTIOUC
ylati tedeiwoayv Tov Toiyo.

«Otav oL gxBpot pag dkovoav yla autd (To yeyovog oTL
TO TelX0G €ywve), OAa Ta YUpw €6vn doPnbBnkav Kal
anokapSwwlnkavy. (Neguiag 6:16) MponyouuEVWE
npoonaBoloav va KAavouv Tov Aad Tou Oeol va
¢doBnBOel, aAA Twpa OV TO TELXOG EXEL TEAELWOEL KAL N
lepoucaAnu eival Kat TAAL Pl OXUPWHEVN TIOAN, TOTE
¢oBolvtat. O Neepilag eime: «Pofolvrat yuati
OUVELSNTOTIOLOUV OTL QUTO TO £€pyo €iXe yivel amod Tov
@ed pag». Aev elval untépoyo; Héepav otL 0 OedG eixe
KAVEL AUTO To £pyo. Twpa untnpxe €va GAAO OLKOSOULKO
£€pyo otnv Malatd AlaBrikn mou o Oed¢ dev euAdynNOE.
3TNV MPAYUOTIKOTNTA, 0 Oed¢ To gonKkwaoe. OUUAOTE
LETA TOV KATaKAUGUO TToU oL GvBpwrtoL eMIXEipnoay va
xtioouv Tov NUpyo tng BaBe; O Oedc dev adnoe auto
To olkoSOUIKO €pyo va Tpoxwpnoel. Nortl; Mati o
KOouog eine, "Koita moco onoudaiol sipacte. Kowtdte
ndéoa UMopoUE Vo KAVOURE. MMOpPOUE va XTIOOULE
Tov tupyo otov Mapddelco." O Oedg dev dpeoe auth N
£Mapon, €ToL CUVETPLYE TNV TTPOOTIAOELA TOUuG. OUWC,
0 Oeb¢ €Kave TO £pyo HEOW Tou Nesgpia kal HEOw TwV
avOpWNwWV eneLdr emikevtpwOnkav og Autov.
AVOpWTIEHOL OV OL YUpW HOG MUIMOPOUV va MG
Kott@éouv Kat va touv, "OAa aUTA TIOU KAVOUV, Kal TO
KAvouv eneldr] o Oed¢g eival ekel. O Oeo¢ eival padll
Touc." Eivat mpodaveg auto; A, to eAntilw! EAltilw otLot
AMoL propolv va Touv: «O Oed¢ KATOWKEL EKElL KalL
epyaletal péow autwv». Exoupe auth tnv miotn;
EmuxelpoUpe KATL IOV amattel amoAutn e€dptnon amno




just confession and a cry for mercy. It is true the book of
Nehemiah is not just about the rebuilding of a wall, oh
that's how it started. It is about rebuilding people. Ne-
hemiah, while in Persia heard word of the dilapidated
condition of the wall around Jerusalem. He wanted to go
there and rebuild it, but what he really wanted to rebuild
was a people.

The wall had been rebuilt. The people don't pray "Oh, God,
our problem was that we had poor defenses." Instead they
prayed "God, our problem was we had poor obedience.
God, we understand that we are where we are because
we've been who we've been."

These were children of God of the Old Covenant. What is
the application of all this to children of God of the New
Covenant? Until a person stops making excuses, stops
playing the blame-game, and pointing the finger for all of
his circumstances and reaches the point of brokenness and
says, "l have sinned before God and that's why my life is in
a mess" there can be no healing. Just can't!

This prayer is Israel's story. What's your story? Can you be
as honest about your story as the Israelites were about
theirs? There are a lot of stories. Is your story one of
spurning God's gracious offer of salvation for years? Sitting
in your own arrogant way, thinking I'll do what | want, when
| want, and if | want. Yet God still gives you chance, after
chance, after chance. Is that your story? Is your story one of
coming back to God in tears? You really were touched when
you came back to Him, but as months, weeks, days, and
maybe just a few hours later, you wandered away again. As
you look back over your life, has your cycle been more
repeated than the Israelites? Yet, God was always there the
next time you came back. How many of you have lived for
years as a chameleon Christian?

Are you going through the motions, praying the token
prayers, putting on that big smile but knowing that week
after week vyou're not even obeying the first
commandment? Yet He has never, ever failed you.

You know we've all got a story, every one of us. Let me tell
you nobody's story is what it ought to be. The question is
why on earth has God put up with us? The reality is, as with
the Israelites, even though we've failed Him many, many
times, He has never failed us.

You know what sin is? The Hebrew word for sin means "to
miss the mark". | think most of us miss the mark in terms of
our concept about sin. Most of us think that sin is breaking
arule. We don't feel too bad about that because everybody
breaks rules. Rules are made to be broken. Right? No
wonder we don't feel guilty about sin. Sin is not primarily
breaking a rule. Sin is primarily breaking the heart of the
only one who has never turned His back on us, and has
never done anything but good for us. When David realized
that his heart ached. When Peter saw that he hadn't broken

Tov O¢0; Exoupe Tétola miotn; Av TO KAVOULE, TOTE O
KOOHOG Ba paBeL OTL 0 Oedg eival edw 0g AUTO TO
pEpog. OL avBpwrmol pmopouv va Souv av eoTlalete
oTov O€0. Av eluooTe gUElG, TOTE N HapTupia pag ylo
Tov Oebd pog Ba eival peydAn. EAnilw n wn oog va
Xopoktnpiletal amd peyaAn miotn otov Ocd. AG
MaOnua #1331 14 ZentepBpiov 1997

Kedalaio 8
ANABIQ2H

‘EXouv epAOEL LOVO EVVEQ MAVEG o TOTe Tou o Neeplag

akouoe yla mpwtn ¢dopd TN A&En, evw PBplokdtav otn
J0UOAV, OXETLKA E TNV OALKN EPEMWLEVN KOTAOTAON TOU
telyoug yupw amo tnv lepouvcainy. Mépace TOUG MPWTOUS
TE0OEPLG ATO AUTOUE TOUG EVVEQ LAVEG TIPOCEUXOLLEVOG Kall
vNoTeVOVTAC yla TO TL VO KAVEL yla auto. EToL, og mévte
HNVEC £XEL CUYKEVTPWOEL TpopnBeleg, £xetl dlaoyiosl 800
piAla eprjou, CUYKEVTPWOE TOV KOOWO KoL EXTLOE TO TELXOG.
Twpa 6&v VOUILETE OTL HETA ATO QUTO Ba NTaV KALPOG va
KAvete éva  UIKPO  SldAslppo;  TouAdylotov  €va
oaBBaToKUPLOKO TPLWV 1 TEGCAPWV UNVWV; AAG OxL, O
Negpiog Twpa apyilel va EMIKEVIPWVETAL OTO UEYAAUTEPO
£pyo OAwv. EmikevipwveTal otn petdpaon tng nysoiog. O
Neepiag dev ApBe otnv lepoucaAnp ylo va yivel pIKpOG
povapxng. Aev npBe va yivel BaciAlag yia 30 xpovia. Hpbe
va xtioel évav toixo. O BacAag Aptaéping pailota tov
pwtnoe: «Moéte Ba yuploslg omitt apol TEAELWOELG;».
AoUOV TP QUTOG

Emopévwe, sival kalpdg va opiooupe nyétec. Alopilel évav
ouvadehdo pe To dvopa Xavavl yla vo eival urtelBuvog yla
v koOnuepvy dtakuBEpvnon g lepovocalnu. Katomiy
Slopilel évav avdépa mou ovopdletal Hananiah wg
OTPOTLWTLKO SloKNTA yla va €ival umevBuvog yla tnv
auuva Tou €Bvouc. H Ayla Tpadr emonpaivel
OUYKEKPLUEVD OTL ETTEAEEE AUTOUG TOUG SUO AVEPEC EMELSN
elyav akepalotnta kot emeldn eixav ¢oPfo Oeou. Exel
TIEPAOCEL OO TNV KATOOKEUN OTnv €fuylavon, Kol twpa
avalntd nysoia ya adlépwon.

O Neepiag eixe €pBel yla va xTioeL £va Telyog Kal PLETA va
xtioel évav Aao. To Teiyog ATAV GNUOVTLKO HOVO Amo Thv
amoyin Tou TL GAMALVE yLa TIC LwEC Twv avBpwriwv. MoAlol
avOpwrol oruepa UTIOBETOUV OTL N KATAOKEUN KAl N Sopn
Ba eyyunBolv pio {wvtavy Lwr. EXoupe tv tdon va
rioteloupe OtL av GTLAEOUUE TO TTAVTA, OPYAVWOOULE Ta
TLAVTO KOLL TOLKTOTIOL 00U E OAQ, Ba £xou e avalwoyovnon.
AuTO eivat AdBog! O Negpiog cuveldntomoinoe OTLTO TElXOC
dnuloupyolos povo to amapaitnto meptPaAlov ylo tov
otoxo Tou. O TPAYMUATIKOG TOU OTOXOGC NtV N
oVOoUYKPOTNON TG KOPSLAC Kol Tou HuaAol  Twv
avOpwrnwv. 'HBeAe autd mou o Métpog Ba amokaAoloe
EKATOVTASEC XpoOvLa apyotepa «oL {wvtavoi Aibow» va sivat




a rule, but a broken heart, that's when he went out and
cried. Have you even once ever been genuinely broken
before the Lord? Until you are, you don't really know the
Lord. Some of you may have many times. Some of you may
not have for many years, but if and when that day comes,
confess your sins before God and plead for mercy and
forgiveness.

2. Assume personal responsibility for your sin.

Come to the Lord pleasing and begging "Lord, | am where |
am because I've been where I've been. It's my
responsibility." | heard a story about an older lady. She had
been just kind of a clerical worker all her life and she had
saved her money little by little and built a nest egg. Finally,
she had got to retirement and low and behold, a slick
salesman came to her door and conned her into investing
all of her money in some fly-by-night scheme. He left town,
she lost everything she had. Upset about it, she called her
accountant, a fellow that she had trusted for years, giving
her financial advice she'd always received. He listened to
her, and he said, "Why on earth didn't you call me before
you made that decision?" She said, "I didn't call you
because | was afraid you'd tell me not to do it." You know
what? That's us and God. We haven't wandered from God
because of ignorance. We know His will. We know His word.
We don't want to come to Him because we know that if we
do He won't let us have our own way. He wants us to go His
way and we don't want to hear that. Let's just admit "God,
it's my fault." “If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us.” (1 John 1:8) Square up
to it. Don't blame your mother or your father, your boss or
someone at church. It's your sin, period! Admit it.

3. Appreciate the goodness and faithfulness of God.

The Jews prayed; "All that has happened to us, you have
been just. You have acted faithfully while we did wrong."
(Nehemiah 9:33) If you can't pray that prayer, you're not
broken. If you can't say, "God, none of this is your fault.
You've acted faithfully, we've done wrong." The Israelites
said the same thing that David said in Psalm 51, "God, you
are right, I'm wrong. You're the faithful one; I'm the one
who broke the promise."

4. Ask forgiveness through the blood of Christ.

The problem in our culture is that we think we don't need
forgiveness anymore, and if we do, we only need it from
ourselves. We sin against God and yet, we assume that we
decide how to fix that. That would be like: Let's say you and
| got into a heated conversation that turned into an
argument. Lo and behold, you got very upset, jumped up
and punched me in the nose. I'm stunned that you did this,
but in a couple of minutes, you come back and say, "l don't
know what came over me. | want you to know that I've
forgiven myself and I'm all right now." An observer runs up

otn B€on Toug wote 0 OedG va UANOYEL TTPAYUATIKA TO
£€0voc. Nwg Ba To £Kkave AoLmov;

AkplBwe omweg o Neeplog S10pLle NyETEC yla Ta OOTLKA
INTAMATO KAl NYETEG ylO TO OTPATIWTKA Bfparta,
xpeltalotav va Sloplosl Evav nyEtn yla tnv veupatikn {wn
tou lopanA. O Negpiag néepe OTL Sgv NTAV OLUTOC O AVTPOG.

‘Etol o Negpiag kavel miow Kot adnvel Evav dAlov va €pBel

OTO TPOOKAVIO ylo va odnynosl Toug avBpwmoug
TIVEUATIKA. AUTOG 0 avBpwrtog ftav o Elpa. «Otav £dtaoe
0 £B&opog pnvag kot ot lopanAiteg eykotootabnkav oTLg
TIOAELC TOUG, OMNOC O AQOC OUYKeEVTpWONKeE oav £vag
AavBpwIog oTNV MAATELQ UMPOCTA Ao TNV TUAN Tou vepoU.
Eimav otovEadpa otov ypappatéa va BydAsl to BLBAio tou
Nopou tou Mwuon Ttou ixe Stataget o KUplog otov lopanA.
Tnv mpwtn nuépa Tou €Bdopou unva, o Eodpag o epéag
ébepe TOV VOHO EVWMIOV TNG OUVEAEUONG TOU
amotelolvtav amno Aavépeg Kal yuvaikeg kot 6Aoug oool
propovoav va katohdBouvy. (Negpiog 8:1-2)

Mot ekkAnola umopel eUkoAa va Kdavel tO AdBog
ruotevovtag OtL n {wn tng Ppioketal otn Soun Kal tnv
opyavwor) Tne. Av Sev lpaote MpooekTikol, Oa kAvouue To
AaBo¢ va miotelou e OTL amo kel mnyalel n SUvVOUN Hag.
OTL TTIPOEPXETAL ATIO TOV OPYOVIOUO O, TO KTIPLO pag N amno
TOoUuG aplBpolg pag avti va Bupopaote OtL n evOUVAUWON
HOG TIPOEPXETAL MO Tov O0 Kal Tov Adyo Tou. Eilval to
HOVO PEPOC amod To ormoio mpogpxetal. MNwg o Neeguiog
TEPACE QMO TO XTioWo ooPfeotoAlBou oto ytioluo
{wvtavwv ABwv;

1. Mua nteiva yia to Adyo tou Ogou.

Agv Ba uTdpEel avayEvvnon €wg OTou KAmoLog mobei tov
AOyo Tou OeoU. Toug palePe GAoug Kal OAOL Elxav auTh TN
peyain meiva va akoloouv tov Adyo tou Ogou. O Adyog
Tlou Tewvovoav TOoo ntov emeldn Bplokovtav ev péow
TIVEUMOTIKAG Ttelvag. Xtnv emoxn twv Bac\tadwv o Oedg
HEOW TWV IPodNTWV eime 6tL av dev Tov umtdkouay, Ba Toug
€otelve of alpoAwoia. Xtnv apodwoia Ba  eixav
TIVEUMOTIKO ALpo. MAALota, o mpodntng Apwg mpodAtevos
«Epxovtal pépeg, AéeL o Kuplapxog KUpLog, KaTd TG omoleg
Ba oteilw meiva otn yn, oxL neiva tpodng n i ag yia vepo,
oAAa Tteiva akpooong Twv Adywv tou Kupiou. " (Apwg 8:11)
AodoAwe mryav otnv alypoAlwoio t™g BaBulwviag kat
oakoloUBnos n mepolkn Kuplapyio. Ot avBpwrol sixav
nepdoel dekaetieg mou Sev unopoloav va 0KOUGOUV TOV
AOYyo Tou Oeol Omwg otav {ovoav otnv matpida Toug.
Mropeite va pavtaoteite va {eite oe Eva meptBallov 6mou
goelg kat eyw dev eiyape mpoofaon otov Adyo Tou OcoU;

Mo évav Xplotiavo pe kopdla pAeyopevn yla Tov Ogo, Sev
€XEL TO XEPL TOU OTPLUMUEVO YLO VA TPEPETAL AO TOV AOYO
Tou Oeol. AmAwg dev eival emAoyr]. ITOV CNUEPLWVO MG




and says, "l saw that whole thing, and I've forgiven you,
too." Now what's the problem with that? I'm the offended
one. There's some part | play in all that. But in our modem
culture men break God's Word, they break His heart and
then seek secular therapy and counseling which says I'm
OK, you're OK so let's all just forget about it. Then they
wonder why they still feel guilty and empty. The answer is
simple: they've never gone to God, the one they offended.
Once a Christian is broken, how does he get forgiveness? "If
we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins, and purify us from all
unrighteousness." (1 John 1:8-9) "My dear children, | write
this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does sin,
we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense, Jesus
Christ the righteous one. He is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not only for ours, but also for the sins of the whole
world." (1 John 2:1-2) Admit your sin guilt to God. "I have
sinned. Now God | am confessing to you, please, please
cleanse me in the blood of Jesus."

Abraham Lincoln was out in the country one day, and a
passerby came in his buggy. Lincoln stopped the man and
said, "Sir, could you please take my overcoat into town?"
The fellow said, "Well, that would be no problem. But how
do you intend to get it back?" Lincoln said, "That won't be
any problem. | plan to stay in it." If we are going to get to
Heaven, we must clothe ourselves with Christ. (Galatians
3:27) If we are going to get to Heaven, we must stay in the
robes of Christ.

A Pharisee and tax collector, both Jews children of God,
were praying in the temple. Our Lord said that Pharisee
gave a laundry list of why he was such a good guy saying
"Lord, aren't you glad I'm on your side?" But that publican,
a tax collector smote his breast and said, "Lord, be merciful
to me a sinner!" Jesus said, "It was the latter who left there
justified because he was a broken man." (Luke 18) He was
broken! In his brokenness, he claimed the power of Jesus
Christ for forgiveness. The Pharisee was far from broken, he
was righteous in his own eyes; i.e., self-righteous.
5. Accept God's promise.
This is hard to do because Satan, the old accuser, after we're
broken and after we've accepted Christ's forgiveness, is
whispering in our ear; "Aw, surely you don't think God will
ever really forgive and forget, do you?" What you've got to
do is confront those subjective feelings with a clear
objective truth of God's word. Look at some of His
promises.
The "amnesia promise." "For | will forgive their
wickedness and remember their sins no more."
(Jeremiah 31:34) It's amazing to me that an omniscient
God can choose to forget. This is the "amnesia
promise".

TIOALTLOMO, PBPLOKOUOOTE €V UECW TIVEUMATIKAG TEelvag
eneldn elpaote memelopévol OTL 0 Oeo¢ Sev WAG T,
ETIOUEVWC BEV EPXOUAOTE VO AKOUCOULIE.

2. Tipnoe tn A€€n.

"To StaPale Suvatd amod to ENUEPpWHA UEXPL TO LECNUEPL
KaBwg €PAene tnv MAatelol UMPOOTA Ao TNV TUAN TOU
vepol mapoucia avdpwv, YUVALKWY Kal AAAwvV Tou
purmopovucav va KataAdPfouv. Kal 6Ao¢ o AaOC AKoUye
TPOOeKTIKA To BLBALo Tou vopou. O Eabpag, o ypapupatéac,
otdabnke o pa PnAn VAN €€Edpal XTLOMEVN yLa TV
neplotaon. AtmAa tou ota 6e€ld Tou otékovtav moAlol
aAAoL avtpec». (€6. 3): "OEobpag avolée to BLPAlo. ONoc o
AQOC purtopoUoe va Tov SeL EMELS OTEKOTAV QIO TIAVW TOUG,
Kal kaBwg to avolfe, o KOoUOG onkwBnke 6Aog 6pbloc. O

‘Eodpac uuvnose tov Kuplo, Tov peydlo Oeo, Kat 6Aog 0 Aaog

ONKWOoOV TA XEPLOL TOUG KAL AMAVINoaV: « ARV, AURv»- TOTE
TipookUVNoaV Kol Tipooklvnoav Tov KUpLo e ta mpoownd
Toug otn yn». (ot. 5) Aev eival amnioteuto; H avayévvnon
oupBaivel 6tav oL GvBpwroL avTETWTi{ouv Tov Adyo Tou
@eoU w¢ Bnoaupo.

Y& OAn TNV AUEPLKN, UTIAPXOUV EKKANGLEG TTOU amaLlwvouv
Tov AOyo Tou OeoU. Oa oag EKITANCOEL TOCEC EKKANOLEG o€
ouTHV TNV TIOAN cuvavtwvtal mou &gv ToTtevouy 1 dev
d6dokouv OtL n  BipAog eival epmveuopévn. Oa
0OKOPI{eaTE UE TOV apLBUO TWV TOTIWV OTIOU OL LEPOKHPUKEG
glte yeholomoloUv evteAwg eite euteAilouv ta Badpata Kat
Aéve: "A, QUTEG OL TAOOHOTIKEG LOTOPILEG Elval amAwg yLa va
pog d6agouv ta kaAd non". EmtpéPte pHou va oog w otav
erukpatel autn n otdon, ev umdpyxetl {wr - dev UTIAPXEL
avafiwon.

Kowtaéte nwg ot EBpaiot tipovoav tov Adyo tou Oeou. To
TIPWTO TIPAYHUA TIOU PAEMW KOl PE EVIUMWOLALEL ATAV N
éMewpn ouveidnong xpovou. Emi €€ wpeg, o Eabpag
S1aBale to VOO Kal oTABNKay Kal GKouyav. AevV UTopw KoV
va T0 GOVTAOTW. TUVELSNTOTIOLW OTL avEMTUEQV KAAUTEPEC
Se€10TNTEC 0KPOAONC ATIO O,TL EXOUE EUEIC WG Aadg, AN
oTadnkav Kol akouyav emeldn ATav MPOoBupoL vo Toug
HIARoeL 0 @ebdc. AkOpa kal ot épnpol To polLAlalav. Asv
elyav ouveidnon xpovou.

Tipnoav tov Adyo Tou OeoU pe To 0gBACUO TOUG KAl PE TNV
ekdpaoTIKOTNTA TOoUuG. Kavelg Sev émpemne va touc {NTAoEL
va otaBouv 6pbiot. O Ecdpag Sev eine: «Oa unmootnpiete
OAoL TNV avayvwaon Tou vopou;» Kaveic Sev émperne va toug
InTtRoeL va onkwoouv ta xépla PnAd. Kaveig dev Empermne va
TOUG {NTrosL va TTouy, «Auny, Aunvr». Kaveig dev énpene va
TouG INTNoEL va okUPoUV Ta TPOCWTIA Toug oTto £6adoc.

Agv l0oTE £TOL YLATL N KOUATOUPO HaG HAG EXEL LABEL va
€A€yYOULE Ta CUVALOONMATA HaG. YITAPYXOUV OTLYUEG TTIOU O
AOYOG Tou Oeol Kalel pla TPUMA OTNV KOPSLA 0ag Kol




The “detergent promise." "Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Though they are
as red as crimson, they will be like wool." (Isaiah 1:18)
The "distance promise." "As far as the east is from the
west, so far has he removed our transgressions from
us." (Psalm 103:12)
The "depths of the sea promise." "You will again have
compassion on us. You will tread our sins under foot,
and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea."
(Micah 7:19)
| don't understand all those promises. | don't understand
how God can forgive us in the magnitude that He does. But
I've learned this, I'm smart enough in life that | use a lot of
things | don't understand. | still don't understand how an
airplane gets off the ground, but | still use one. | don't
understand, how a microwave makes food hot, but | use
one every day. | don't understand how God can forgive me

but | use it every single day.
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Steve Flatt Amazing Grace

Chapter 10
REVIVE US AGAIN

There was an ad in the "Business Farmer's News" in
Scottsbluff, Nebraska under the "Sale and Trade" column.
The ad said "Will trade one white wedding gown, size 16,
never worn. Will trade for a 38-caliber revolver." Now |
don't know the story, but somehow, | suspect things didn't
work out quite like somebody had hoped.

The Bible is so honest about the way things are. Take the
book of Nehemiah for example. Nehemiah had every
opportunity to end his book on a high, positive, and happily
ever after note. But life really isn't that way. God's people
don't stay on the mountaintop.

Nehemiah served as governor a total of 12 years after
getting the wall rebuilt and the people restored. As he had
promised Artaxerxes, he then went back to Persia.
Sometime later he returns to Jerusalem to check on things.
Upon his arrival he is severely disappointed. Everything he
had worked so hard to see accomplished was undone.
(Nehemiah 13:6-7) Have you noticed how many times
revival in any arena seems to fizzle? In politics you might
have this great surge of conservatism, environmentalism or
a great quest for campaign reform. It appears everybody
gets worked up, but after a while, it all begins to fizzle and
it's back to business as usual.

Churches sometimes have a great revival and everybody is
on fire for weeks, maybe for several months. But in a year
or two most everything has returned to the condition as it
was before. Even in our lives we have those moments. We
make New Year's resolutions or vow that things are going to
be different and for awhile, we see that improvement. But

€TOlHAleOTE Va eKpayeite, AANG SevV TPOKELTAL VAL TO KAVETE
eneldny avnouyeite meplocotepo ywa to TL Ba okedrtel
KATIOLOG TIOpA YLa TO TL KAVEL 0 AOYOC Tou OoU otnv KapdLld
ooc. Twpa, yla va unv mapeEnynoste, dev evBappuvw tnv
OVOOTATWON I TO XAOG I TIC TIPOCWTILKEC TIAPACTACELG TTOU
elval mopaeveg. Zépw emiong OTL peplkol AvBpwrol
Seiyvouv tn peyohUtepn eUAAPELO LE TNV QKLVNOLA KAl TN
OLWTLN TOUG.

"OLAeviteg idagav To VOO oToV AaO, EVW 0 AAOG OTEKOTAV
ekel. AldBacav amd to BPAlo tou vopou Tou BOeou,
KaBlotwvtag to EekdBapo kat Sivovtag To vonpa £ToL WOTE
0 Aaog va katalaBel Tt Stafaletal.” (6. 7-8)

5. O 6®c16g yepropog g AEENC.

Mpwta, To dLdBacav and Tnv apxikn YAwooa, tnv eppaikn.
Agltepov, TOo YeTédpacav 0Th YAWooa, T YAWooO, TwV
oKpootwy Tou Ba Atav apapaikn. Enetta Afel, «Kdtioav
EekaBapa oo Atav To vonua». € OAn tn Sladpoun tou
kebohaiou, PAEmete pa éudacn otn AEEn «katavonon».
MoAU cuxvd, To Knpuypa dev dnuLoupyeltal and tn ypadn,
oAAG Snuloupyeital amo Tov KNPUKa 1 amo Kamola atlévia
™G ekkAnolag. Aev mpémnel va anodacioste TL Ba meite Kot
HETA va deite eav n BiPAog cupdwvel pe auto. Avtibeta,
S18a€te tn BifAo kal peta anodoaoiote av Ba cupdwvroste
HE auThv. AuTOG elval 0 TPOTOG TTou Aettoupyel. AuTog sival

0 OWOTOG XELPLOUOG TNG YpaADNG.

AUTO akplBwg vouilw otL mpoomnaBbouoe va mel o MavAog
otov TuoBeo. «Kdve O,TL KAAUTEPO MMOPEIC ylot va
TPoUCLAoTE(C OTov Oed WG €vag EYKEKPLUEVOG, E€VaG
€pyATNG Ttou SeVv XPeLAeTaL va VIPETIETOL KoL TTOU XelpileTal
owoTtd tov Adyo tng aAfBelagy. (2 Tiuobeo 2:15) Auto dev
onpoivel OTL TPETEL va XELPLOTELTE TNV atlévia oag I va o
XELPLOTELTE yLa auTd ToU BEAETE va TtepAoeTe, AAA AmAWG
va BonBnoete Toug avBpwroug va Katavonoouv Eekabapa
TL BéAel o Oebdg va kataAdPBouv. Aev kepdilelg tnv
avayévwvnon Hde o mpooxedlaopévn  atlévia Kol
Xelpaywynon. MNaipvete avayévvnon amsleuBepwvovtag
pe akpipeta tn Suvaun tou Adyou tou O=oU. H avayévvnon
oupBaivel 6tav oL dvBpwroL €xouv melva yia tn AéEn, otav
TLHOUV TN AEEN KaL OTav xelpilovtal cwotd tn AEEn.

4. Tanewwuévog ano tov Adyo tou OeoU.

«O Neeplag, o kuPepvitng, o Ecdpag, O Lepgag Kal
YPOUMATEAG, KoL oL Agviteg tou Sidaokav Tov Aao einav oe
O0Aoug: Autr n nuépa eivat Lepn otov Kuplo, Tov Oeo oac.
KAaive kaBwg dkouyav Ta Adyla tou vopou.» O Neegpiag
elne, «MAyawe kot amoAalote eKAEKTA GaynTtd Kol YAUKA
TOTA, Kol OTelAte MeplkA o Oooug bev €xouv timota
TIPOETOLUAOUEVO. AUTH N pLéEpa elval Lepn yla Tov KUpLo pag.
Mn Aumtdote yia H xapd tou Kupiou givat n Suvapur cou. Ot
Neviteg npéuncoav 6Ao tov Aad, Aéyovtag nouyia, ylotl
ouTn elval pla tepn pépo. Mn Bpnveic. Tote 6Aog o Aadg




all too often, we withdraw right back to where we were. It

is the nature of revival to wear off.

"Before this, Eliashib, the priest, had been put in charge of

the storerooms of the house of our God. He was closely

associated with Tobiah and he had provided him with a

large room formerly used to store the grain offerings and

incense and temple articles and also the tithes of grain, new
wine and oil prescribed for the Levites, singers and
gatekeepers, as well as the contributions for the priests. But
while all this was going on, | was not in Jerusalem. For in the
thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, king of Babylon, | had
returned to the king. Sometime later, | asked his permission
and came back to Jerusalem. Here | learned about the evil
thing Eliashib had done in providing Tobiah a room in the

court of the house of our God." (Nehemiah 13:4-7)

Reasons why revivals fizzle.

1. People cultivate wrong companions. Notice Eliashib. He
was a worldly and ambitious high priest who laid low as
long as Nehemiah was around. Apparently, he was not
a big fan of Nehemiah and especially of Nehemiah's
foreign policy. You remember Nehemiah's two chief
enemies all the way through were Sanballat, the
Horonite, and Tobiah, the Amonite. When Nehemiah
goes back to Artaxerxes, Eliashib establishes or re-
establishes a relationship with Tobiah. Verse 4 states
"He was closely associated with Tobiah." Verse 5 states
"He even prepared him a room." In of all places, right
there in the temple. You see, in those days, the house
of God was joined by chambers, large rooms, that often
held grain and utensils and vessels of worship. Eliashib,
the High Priest, said, "Well, let's just clear out a room
here in the temple and make a place for my good friend
Tobiah." Now, can you imagine that? A man who was
the bitterest foe of Nehemiah. A man who, on one
occasion, even plotted to kill Nehemiah is now sleeping
in the temple. Not because he has repented, but
because evil is lurking back in as Nehemiah has left.

Nehemiah said upon learning about that situation "I
was greatly displeased and threw all of Tobiah's
household goods out of the room. | gave orders to
purify the rooms and then | put back into them the
equipment of the house of God with the grain offerings
and incense." (v.8) Nehemiah immediately knew the
influence that this was bringing upon all of Jerusalem.
He could see that this was a root cause for the slippage
in their revival. We've got to learn how to get mad at
the right things, at the root causes. | am amazed how
Christians will fuss over things that are so trivial and
absolutely ignore the moral and the spiritual cancers
that destroy our lives and our children's lives.
Nehemiah saw the root cause and he attacked it. He
wasn't going to live with wrong in a place that was built

TiRye va pAel Kat va TieL, va otelhel pepideg dayntou kat
Va YlopTAoeL padl peydAn xopd ylotl twpa KotaAafav ta
AdGyLa Ttou Toug elxav yivel yvwotar. (Neguiag 8:9-12)

Ekel elvan. Zéomaoce n avaysvvnon.

1. OLdvBpwroL dkouoav Tov AOYO Kal avayvwploay th Sikn
Toug OBpavon kat opaptwAotnta. «EkAagav  kabwg
Akouyav Tov VOpOo va Ttoug Stafaletowy. (€6. 9) Nati;
Emed) kabBwg daxkouvocav va OSlaBaletol o vOpog,
ouvelbnromoinoav OtL 6ev  €lyav KAVEL QUTO TOU
amattovvtav. Asv giyope umakoUoel otov Oegd. Aev eival
neplepyo mou nApaoctav aludAwtol. Asv eival mepiepyo
TIou Nuaoctav o ABAla kataotoon 6w KATw. Huaotav
onacpévol. AAMG To KAQUO TOUG UETATPATINKE OE Xapad
kaBw¢ ouveldbntomoinoav OtL TapPOAo ToOU  Eixav
eykataleipeL tov €0, 0 Qo Sev Toug elxe adroet. HAUTN
TOUG LETATPATINKE OF YLOPTH.

Yrniapyxouv téool moAlol avBpwrol ou dofolvtal péExpL
Bavdtou yLa Tov Adyo tou OeoU, eneldn E€pouv OtL Ba Toug
Sei€el TN ouvtpBr Toug. Z€pouv OTL Ba KATASIKACEL TLG
KapSLEG TOUG Kal Ba Toug KAveL va TAnYwBoLv. Aev BEAw va
10 6w. Aev B£Aw va to Koltafw. Asv BEAW va E€pw, adrote
LLE VOl KAVW Ta SLKA pou. Autd mou Sev kataAaBaivouv sival
OTL OTaV OVTLUETWII{OUV TA OTOOHUEVA TOUC, UTIAPXEL
yloptn akplBwg amnod tnv GAAn mAsupd yiati o Adyog Kat n
Suvapn Tou OsoU toug Tacl ekel. Moté dev Ba yvwpiocouv
NV TpOYHOTIK gutuxia f ylopt) tne IwNG UEXPL va
TiEPAcOUV amd autn tn Bpavon amod tov Adyo tou Oeou
otnv A@AAn mAeupd. ETOL TAMEWVWVESAL and Tov AOYo Tou
O¢eou.

2. Adnote tov Adyo tou OeoU va cag¢ MIARoEL. Av Tov
adnoelg va oou pAnoel. O Adyog tou Ba katadikdoet. O
AOYOG Tou OeoU SLamepva TG TPOCOYELG TIOU TEIWVOUUE va
U WVOUE Kal pag avaykalel va SoUE TIOLOL TPOYLOTIKA
elpaote. "Tati o Adyog tou OeoU eival {WvTtavog Kot
evepyoq. Mo aypnpog and kabe Sikomo paxaipt, Stetodvel
oKoun kat oe Saxwplopd  Yuxng kal TvelPATOC,
opBpwaoswv Kot LUEAOU: KPIVEL TIC OKEPELG KOL TG OTACELG
™G kapdlac." (EBpaioug 4:12) Kabnuepwva, xpelaletol va
e€etalopoote amno tov Adyo tou Oeol.

O Mapk Touéwv eime «kamote "Mepikol davBpwrotl
ekveupilovtal ylo puépn tg BiBAou mou Sev pmopoulv va
kataAdBouv. Eilval onueia mou kataAafaivw Tou e
SduokoAelouv." O Adyog Tou OeoU elval €vag kaBpedtng
TIOU HOC avTOovakAd, wote va SoUPe TL elpacte otnv
TPOYHATIKOTNTA, apapTwAol avBpwrol. Katadikalel.

3. KaBaylalet. «AldTL O,TL dnuolpynoe o B¢ eival Kalo,
Kal Timote &ev amoppintetal av AndBel pe euxaplotia,
eneldn eival kabaylaopévo pe Tov Aoyo tou Oeol Kal TNV




for right. So, he takes all the furniture, throws it out into
the street and says, "l purified the room." (v.9) The
Hebrew word there means "he had it fumigated." He
didn't want the stench of Tobiah around. So, he had it
all removed. That sounds strong but keep reading and
see all of the evil that spawned from a man like Tobiah
rising to a place of influence.

2. The people quit contributing. "l also learned that the
portions assigned to the Levites had not been given
to them. And all the Levites and singers responsible
for the services had gone back into their own fields.
So, | rebuked the officials and asked them, 'Why is the
house of God neglected?"" (v. 9-10) A sign that revival
is fizzling is when people find something else to do
with their money rather than keep their pledges and
commitments to give to God. This is always a sign
that revival is on the back-slide.

“In those days, | saw men in Judah treading wine
presses on the Sabbath and bringing in grain and
loading it on donkeys together with wine, grapes and
figs and all other kinds of loads and they were bringing
all this into Jerusalem on the Sabbath. Therefore, |
warned them about selling food on that day. Men from
Tyre who lived in Jerusalem were bringing in fish and all
kinds of merchandise and selling them in Jerusalem on
the Sabbath to the people of Judah. | rebuked the
nobles of Judah and said to them, 'What is this wicked
thing you are doing, desecrating the Sabbath day. Didn't
your forefathers do the same things so that our God
brought all of this calamity upon us and upon this city?
Now you are stirring up more wrath against Israel by
desecrating the Sabbath." (Neh. 13:15-18)

Now, someone may say, "Maybe the people quit giving
because of poor leadership. Eliashib was the high priest
and he had brought Tobiah into the temple. Maybe,
they just say we're not going to give as long as that kind
of evil relationship is going on." But, regardless of the
reason, the Levites and temple servants had to leave
the temple and go back to their farms. They had to find
a way to survive. Regardless of the reason the temple
was being neglected because the people were not
giving.

God only knows how much work is not being done in
mission fields and in communities all across the world
because of what's not being given to the Lord's work by
people who should be—Christians. One of the
comments I've heard through the years and it's the age-
old alibi, "I don't always agree with what the elders
decide and | don't always agree with what the preacher
preaches so | withhold my contribution." Nehemiah
declared that their tithe was obligatory whether the
leaders were fit to be leaders or not. Incidentally, they

nipoosuyn». (1 TLwoBOeo 4:4-5) Aev XpnOLUOTIOLOUUE TN AEEN
«OYLUOHEVOG» KaBnuepwvd, aANd onuailvel amiwg va
TP AUEPL{OUE Kol VO TIPOETOLUOIOUAOTE yLla €vayv £L8LIKO
oKOTO. AUTO KAvel 0 Adyoc Tou Oeol. MOALG pOC
katadlkaoel yla t Stk pag aduvapio, T0te o Adyog tou
QeoU pag TpaPfdast otnv AKkpn Kol opxllel va pog
TiposTolpalel yia Evav l61KO okomo. Mag mpoeToLaleL yla
peyala mpaypata mou dev Ba pmopovoape kal dev Ba
kavape Sladopetikd. Elval autd to {wvtovd omoabi mou
KOBEL Tov uprva ¢ UTapPEnNG LaG TTOU oG KOPBEL HaKpLA
ard aUTO TIOU €lval KAKO KOl LoG TPABAEL 0TO dwG.

4. O Aoyog Tou Ogol cuumAnpwvel. OAokAnpwvel tn lwn
HOG. AoXOAOUUQOTE TOCO HE TO QMTA KL UALKQ TIOU
TIOPOAMEAOUUE T TIVEUMATIKA. 2TNV  TIPOYHATIKOTNTA
elHOOTE TVEUHATIKA OVTA TUALYUEVA TIPOCWPLVA OE Lo
UAKN oknvh amo odpka. Elote ¢tiayuévol kat' swkova
OeoU. Autd onpaivel otL Sev pmopeite va ekmAnpwbeite
XWwpPLg tov Adyo tou Oeol. Xpelaleoal tpodn Puxng. Aev
UTLAPXEL TPOTIOG YUPW Ao auTo. «ALOTL Sev yevvnBOnkate
and ¢Baptd omdpo, ala amd adBapto péow TOU
{wvtavou kat Slapkou Adyou tou OsoU». (1 Métpou 1:23)
Yrdpxelg Aoyw tou Adyou tou Oeou. O B¢ eine ta mavia
otTnV UTtapEn, KoL €XETE LA OWTNPLO. OXEoN HE Tov Inooul
onuepa Adyw tou Adyou tou Oeol. O Adyoc Tou Oeol dev
oe Snuovpynoe anAwg, Ba ot avadnuioupynoet. O povog
TPOMOC MOV Ba VIWoeTE OAOKANPWEVOL ELVOL LE YL yVAOLA
ox€on UE auTtov Tov Adyo.

H avalwoyovnon eival anapaitntn. Mavta sivol. Asv 1o
xpelalopaote pia popd tn dekaetia ) pa dopd 1o Xpovo,
TO XpelalopaoTe ouveXwG. To KAELSL yla Tnv avayEvvnon
elvat o Aoyog - n (6La n mvor) Tou OeoU Mou xpeLalOpaoTE
VOl TIEWVALLE, VO TILOUE KAl va XELPL{OUOOTE OWOTA, WOTE
VOl LOLG TOTTELVWOEL KOlL VAL KAVEL TN {wr) HoG yloptn yuU' Autov.

Aev E£pw TOLA £lvOlL N OTOLKY OOG avAyKn oAEpa, aAAd
YUpLOTE, HETOVONOTE KAl XTIOTE 1} LETAVONOTE, EMIOTPEYPTE
Kal Eavaytiote tn oxéon oog Pe tov Oed. Mabnua #1332 21
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KeddAato 9
H EZOMOAQOTH2H EINAI KAAH TTA THN WYXH

‘Evag veapog avdpag oto laxoapomhaoteio eime otov

OLoKTNTN: "OEAW TPla KOUTLA KOpOpUEAD. OEAw £va KOUTL
$5,00, £va kouti $10,00 kat éva kouti $20,00." O L8LOKTATNG
{ayapomAooteiou eime: «TL oto KaAO OEAelg Tpia KOUTLA
Kapapeleg;». Eime, "Exw pavteBol pe pia veoprn KOmEAa
oUTO To JafBatokuplako. Av pou odifel To XEpL KAl HOU TTEL
otLtépaca opopda, Bo tng Swow éva kouti kapapéla 5,00
S. Av pou Swoel éva peydho aykdllaos tnv apkouda, Ba
¢ Swow to 10,00 S. AMG av pou dutéel éva peydo




were not. Nehemiah said you've got an obligation
before God to support the temple regardless of what
you think.

| think one of the great misunderstandings among
God's people is that giving is a function of financing the
church. That the reason God incorporated giving was
just that little practical necessity that if we don't give,
the church would have to shut down. That is ridiculous!
Giving is not about financing the church. God can
finance the church. He owns the cattle on a thousand
hills. God can do whatever He wants to whether you
gave a dime or not. Giving is about blessing the people's
lives. The reason is it's an index of your priority. God
knows it's a cleansing of your heart. "Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also." In some ways,
the Bible is the most spiritual document you own. But
another of your books is also a spiritual book. It's your
checkbook. Wherever you are putting your treasure,
that is where your heart is also.

They were compromising the consecrated. They were
secularizing the Sabbaths. It had just become another
day. There is nothing wrong with doing business, and
there's nothing wrong with making a dollar, making a
profit. The problem is taking something God calls "holy"
and treating it as if it were trivial, as if there was nothing
special about it at all. Under the Law of Moses, God
said, "I want the Sabbath kept sacred.” The people
treated it as just another day.

God wants certain things consecrated in our lives and
He becomes upset when we trivialize them. For
example: Marriage. If there is anything holy and sacred
to God it is marriage. He calls it a covenant and He uses
that word very sparingly. Jesus was asked, “what reason
can somebody put their mate away?" He replied "What
are you talking about? Haven't you read from the
beginning God made them one flesh? How do you
divide one flesh?” But people put away their mates by
the scores of thousands every day, some for trivial
reasons while others do so because a mate treated the
marriage as something trivial.

Other examples could be given but the point is that
which is consecrated or dedicated to God, is not to be
compromised. In this case, the Sabbath Day abuse,
Nehemiah made physical changes to see that it was
consecrated and stayed that way. "When evening
shadows fell on the gates of Jerusalem before the
Sabbath, | ordered the doors to be shut and not opened
until the Sabbath was over. | stationed some of my own
at the gate so that no load could be brought in on the
Sabbath Day. Once or twice, the merchants and sellers
of all kinds of goods spent the night outside Jerusalem
but | warned them and said, 'Why do you spend the

dWAi, Ba g Swow &va kKouti Kapapgla $20,00." Aowrody,
€\a ekelvn tnv MNopaokeun, THYe OTO OTITL TNG, TOV
TIPOOKAAECAV KOl TOV pWTNOAV OV S€V UTTOPOUOE va PELVEL
yla Seimvo. O matépag pwtnoe TOo ayoplL "Oa pog
06nyoloeg otnV Mpooeu)n yLo To daynto;" AUTOg 0 Veapog
081ynoe TNV MmLo eUYAWTTN, TN LEYAAUTEPN KAl TILO Opopdn
TIPOCEUXN TIOU €XETE akoUoeL TOTE. Aol TeAelwoe, TO
pavteBou tou tou PLBUplos: «Agv AEepa OTL NOOUV TOCO
TIVEUMOTIKOG». Ekelvog PBuplog, «kal dev néepa OtL 0
UTTaUTIAg oou Atav LLOKTATNG Tou {axapomAacteiou». To
nBko Sidayua tng Lotoplag eivol OTL PEPLKEG POPEC oL
TIPOOEVXEC akoUyovTaL TTOAU TILo LALKPLVELG amo O,TL elval.
AVOpWTLEHAL TTOOEC AVELAKPLVELC TIPOCEUXEG £XEL OKOUTEL
0 O€b¢ ava Toug awwveg. Idlaitepa kabwg oxetilovtal pe
TNV TPOCWTIKA OHAPTWAOTNTA. MMPOCEUXEG TIOU TIOAAEG
dopEg ival KaAd SLATUTIWHEVEG Kal EUYAWTTEG, OAAG Oev
elvol TOAU ouBevtikég, 0L TTOAU eykapdlec. MPOoWTLKA,
Tuotelw OTL 0 Oed¢ €xel akoUOEL TOAU TIEPLOCOTEPEC
OUUPBOAIKEC TIPOOEUXEG MO O, TL €XEL KAVEL OTIOCHEVEC
TIPOOEUXEC. Z£PELC TL evwow OTOoV Afw "HlO OTAOHEVN
nipoosuyn"; Elval n mpoosuyn evOg ATOUOU TIOU £XEL KOTEL
ypriyopa OTL €xel TpooBAAEL Evav TOVAYLO, TIOAU GTOPYLKO,
OMO TILOTO Oc0. Na mapddelypa: H Tpooeuyr TOU €KAVE O
AaBiS petd tnv apoptia Tou pe th BnBoafes. Adou npbe
QVTLUETWTTOC Pe Tov Tpodntn NaBav kat n aAnbesla tov
Koitage katapata. O AaBid mpoosuxnOnke: «EAENCOV e,
Ocg, ouudwva Pe TNV APelWTn ayamn 2ou- cUUPWVA LE TN
HeyaAn oou suomhayvia, e€ahewpe TG mMapafAceLg pou.
MAUve OAN TNV avopio pou Kol KaBdploe Ye amd tnv
opapTia pou yloTl ywpilw Tig mapaBAcel You Kal n
opapTia pgou glval mMAvIa UMpootd pou. Amévavtl cou,
HOVO O€ 0EVa OLLAPTNOO KOL EKOVA O,TL ELVAL KOKO OTOL LATLOL
00U, WOTE va eloal CWOoTOC 0TV UIAAG KoL Vo SIKOLWVET L
otav Kpivelg.» ... «KaBapliote pe pe voowmno kat Ba eipot
kKaBapog. MAUve pe kat Ba yivw 1o AEUKOG Ao TO XLOVL.
Aoe pe va okoUow Xapd Kal xopd. Na xapoUv Ta KOKKaAa
Tlou TtodKloeg. Kpue To MPOOWNO cou amod TIG APAPTIEG
HOoU Kal oBros 6An pou Tnv avopia. Anploupynos HECO LOU
plo kaBopr kopdld, Octg, Kol avavEWOE PECO HOU £va
otaBepd mvevpa.y (WaAuog 51:4, 7-10) AutA n mpooeuxn
TMNYAlel amod WLo OCUVTETPLUMEVN KOpSLA Kol povo n
OUVTETPLUPEVN KAPSLA elval OPKETA HeEYAAn yua va
KATOLKAOEL 0 OedC. WOTE va AMOSEIKVUECAL CWOTOG OTAV
MGG Kot va Sikotwveool dtav Kpivelg.» ... «KaBapiote pe
pe Voowro Kot Ba eipal kaBapdg. MAUVE pe kat Ba yivw o
AEUKOG amod To XLOVL. AcE e va akoUow Xapd Kat xapd. Na
XO0poUV Ta KOKKAAQ TIOU TOAKLOEG. KpUe TOo MPOoWNO cou
omd TG apaptieq pou kal ofrioe 6An pou TNV avopia.
Anuolpynos péca pou Hla koBapn kapdld, Osgg, Kal
QVOVEWOE HEoA HoU €va otaBepd nveUpa.» (WaApog 51:4,
7-10) Autii n mpooeuyn MnyAalel ano UL CUVTETPLUHEVN
Kapdld Kol HOVO N CUVIETPLUUEVN Kapdld elval apkeTd
MEYAAN YL VO KOTOLKAOEL 0 OEOG. WOTE VA ATIOSELKVUECOL




night by the wall? If you do this again, | will lay hands
on you." (v. 19) Nehemiah said that some of those
merchants decided to spend Friday night right outside
the wall and tempt the people to slip out and shop.
Nehemiah said, "l see you camping out there, | just
want to let you know that if you do that again, I'm going
to come out there and I'm going to lay hands on you."
. "From that time, they no longer came on the
Sabbath." (v. 21) | bet they didn't! People, God doesn't
want us to fight about much, but He said | want you to
fight over that which is consecrated before you let it
become trivial, before it loses its sacredness.
They committed to wrong covenants. "Moreover, in
those days, | saw men of Judah who had married
women from Ashdod, Ammon and Moab. Half of their
children spoke the language of Ashdod, or the language
of one of the other peoples and did not know how to
speak the language of Judah." (v. 26) Back in chapter
10, on the heels of their great revival where they read
the word of God and the people confessed their sins,
the people made a vow and had it written out in a
document and they all signed it. They pledged three
things in that written out vow. They said we pledge a)
to be faithful to our tithes and offerings, b) to keep the
Sabbath Day holy, and c) not going to marry pagan
people anymore." Notice in Chapter 13 they had broken
all three. Now they have little children running all
through the streets who can't even speak the language
of the Hebrew scripture because their mommas are
worshipping idols.
Christian be careful who you marry. Therefore, be
careful about whom you date. If your life is dedicated
to God then you marry somebody who is on an entirely
different wavelength, you are asking for trouble. The
reason is so simple. You have conflicting covenants. You
have a covenant with God that says, "My life and you
are going to be one." But then if you enter into a
covenant with someone else and say that we're going
to be one flesh, we're headed in opposite way. Ninety-
nine times out of a hundred, that will end in great pain
and destruction. Nehemiah saw the fruit of conflicting
covenants and he reacted violently. You thought he
treated the merchants badly, look at verse 25. He said,
"I rebuked them and called curses down on them. | beat
some of the men and pulled out their hair." Aren't you
glad our elders don't do that? "I made them take an
oath in God's name and said, 'you are not to give your
daughters in marriage to their sons, nor are you to take
their daughters in marriage for your sons nor for
yourselves. Was it not because of marriages like these
that Solomon, king of Israel, sinned? Among the many
nations, there was no king like him. He was loved by his
God and God made him king over all Israel, but even he

OWOTOC OTAV UIAGG Kol va SIKalwveoal Otav KpIVeLS.» ...
«KaBaplote pe pe boowro kot Ba sipat kabapdg. MAUVe pe
Kal Ba ylvw 1o Agukog amo To XLovLl. Ace e va akoUow
Xopa Kot xopd. Na xapoUuv Ta KOKKOAQ TIOU TOAKLOEG.
KpUe To MpOowrmo cou amod TG ApOpPTieg Pou Kol ofros
OAn pou TNV avopia. AnpolUpynoe péoa pou pia Kabapn
Kapdld, Oeg, kol QVOVEWOE HECA HOU £va otabepo
nveOpaL» (WaApog 51:4, 7-10) Auth n mpooeuxn mnyalel
Qo HLO CUVTETPLUUEVN KapSLd KAl OVO N CUVTETPLUUEVN
KapSLd elval opKETA PEYAAN yLa VA KATOLKNOEL 0 OgdG.

Y€ aUTO TO HABNUA UTTOPOUHE va SOUUE TNV avayKaloTnTa
TOU OTACLMOTOG yloTl pévo otav elpacte omacpévol Ba
QVTLUETWTTLOOUHE TNV aABela yla Tov eauto pag. Eipaote
BéBatoL 0TL 0 NTELBWVT EVIWOE TOLUT LOTAL EVOXIG YL UAVEG
HETA TNV apaptia tou pe T BabBoofad. Ymdpxel Opwg
Sladopd avapeca oto va VIwBEeLG £voxog Kal oTo va gioal
onoopévog. Ymnp€av otypég otn Iwh ToU  KAVOUE
Tipaypata mou Atav AdBog kal viwoape Aiyo daoyxnua yt'
oUTO, aAAA aUTO Sev elval vo OTTACELS TIG AUOPTIEG cou.
Movo otav o NTELBWVT ApOe AVTIHETWITOC E TN OKOTELWVA
aAnBeLa mou napouociace o mpodntng Nabav, pévo tote 0
NTEBWVT QMOUAKPUVE TO TOLUMAMOTA €VOXAG amd Ta
Mrmavta Kot Npbe MPOoWNo Ue MPOCWTO HE TOV nOLKO
Kapkivo mou tou €tpwye tnv Yuxn. Mdvo otav nrav
OTIOLOUEVOG QVTLUETWIILOE TNV aAnBeLa yLa ToV E0UTO TOU.
To 1610 ouveRn kat otov Métpo. Otav kavyLotay otL Sev Ba
npodide moté tov Inool. O Inoolg gime 6tL 6AoL autol Ba
Tov mpodidav. O Métpog eime, "Aowmdv, iocwg OAoL autoi,
KOpte, aAAd OxL eyw. OxL, Ba sipat mOToOg o oéva PEXPL
Bavdtou. Kuple." O Inoouc eine, "Q, Nétpo! NpLv TeAELWOoEL
autn n vuyta, Ba pe apvnBeig Tpelg popég mpv AaAroeL o
KOkopag." Zilyoupa amd ekeivn T ¢wTld OUVEPN oL
apvnoelg npbav - pia, SUo kal HeTd Tpelg dpopéc. H Ayia
Fpadn Aéel, «Tote o Inoolg Mépaoe kal koitage tov MEtpo.
Otav 1o £€kave, o MéTpog NEepe TNV aAnBeLa yLa TOV EQUTO
Tou». H armiotia mou yépLoe Tnv KapSLd ToU Kal £0TIA0E TOV
andotolo. H BifAog eime ot Bynke £€w kat £khae mikpad.

‘Evag kateotpoppévog avtpag Sev Sikololoyeital oUte

naiel to mavidt ™g evBuvwy. AmMAwC MapoKoAel yla
£\eoc.

«Tnv  ewoot TETAPTN NUEpa Tou  iSlou  pnAva
OoUYKEVTpWONKav ol lopanAiteg, vnotikol Kot dopwvtag
O0KO Kal £Yovtoc Ywpa oto KedpdAla toug. Ocol Atav
lopanAtTikng Kotaywyng eiyav xwplotel and 6Aoug Toug
€évouc. Itadnkav otig B€oelg Touc Kat e€opohoyrnOnkay Tig
OLLAPTLEG TOUG KOl TNV KOKIQ TWV TOTEPWVY TOUC. ITEKOVTIOAV
ekel mou frav kot dtapalav amnod to BiAlo tou Nopou tou
Kuplou tou @goU TOUG YLt €va TETAPTO TNG NUEPAG KO
Tiepvouoav AANo €va TETAapTo otnv €€O0OAOYNoN Kol OTN
Aatpeia Tou KUplou tou OgoU toug». (Neguiag 9:1-3)

2. Havaygvvnon cuvSEsTal UE TOV AOYO Tou OgoU.




was led into sin by foreign women. Must we hear now
that you too are doing all this terrible wickedness and
are being unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign
women?"

Applications

1. Revival is always in need of renewal. This sin-stained
world has what | call a downward pull. For example, if
you have a beautiful house and leave it totally vacant it
will begin to slowly fall apart. If this world were on an
even keel, then nothing would happen, but this world
has a downward pull. That house will fall apart. Same
thing will happen to a garden that's left un-kept. So,
why have revival if it tends to wear off? The reason is if
you do not have a revival is you don't stay the same,
you go down, down, down and down. But understand
that revival is not a one-time shot. We live in a world
that is sin-stained and revival is going to always be in
need.

2. Look for cracks in the wall. Nehemiah was finding cracks
not in the physical wall, but in the spiritual wall of
Jerusalem. The lesson is that by letting something in
that didn't belong, destruction was the result.
Remember this whole thing started when Eliashib let
Tobiah come and live in the temple. Are there any
rooms in your heart where Tobiah has set up residence?
Do you have a chamber in your life where you are
storing things that don't belong? The Bible teaches us
that you give the devil a foothold, just a little place to
put a foot, and he'll turn it into a stronghold. That's the
way he works. Look for cracks in your wall.

3. Be willing to make repairs quickly. Nehemiah didn't form
some committee, task force or a five months study. If it
meant kick them out, fumigate the room, pull out their
hair, or whatever, he did it! Don't misunderstand, |
don't recommend beating people, or pulling out their
hair. One of the greatest problems in the church today
is not being willing to confront sin and allow the cracks
to get bigger and bigger. Confronting sin either in your
life or in someone's life that you love is not easy but
neglecting it is far worse.
| heard a story about a little boy who was injured and
severely hurt his legs. It could be a permanent disability
or with therapy, he could totally improve and get back
in shape. So, his father was working with him and
working with him through hours of therapy and the
improvement was so slow. The little boy holding on the
rails making those legs work, slumped and he looked at
his dad and said, "Aw, Dad, don't you just love me like |
am?" With tears, the father said, "Yes, Son, | sure do
and | love you too much to let you stay that way." Would
to God that we would love each other enough that
when sin has crept into our lives, we would not let each

Elvar autn n AéEn mou Aettoupyet wg Sikomo paxaipt, KOPeL
otnv Kapdld Kot koBetal otnv kapdld. Htav Kalpog yla to
lopanA va QVTILETWITIOEL T YEYOVOTA KOl VO OLLOAOYNOEL
TIC opaptie¢ tou. To amotéAeopa eival n peyalltepn
KATOYEYPOAUEVN TTIPOCEUX o€ OAOKANPN TNV Ayila Mpadn.
Elval pla mpooeuyr mou AEyeTal amnod Toug OTACHEVOUG. X
aut) TNV €fopoAoynon kol Tpooesuxn, o lopanA
e€oploAoyelTal TIC apapTieg Tou. AvixveUEeL To OpeABOV TNG
ard tov ABpadp LEXPL TNV Tapouoa Katdotoon. Yapxouv
SU0 Baowka onueta ou Tovidovral ava Kal Eava, TpwTtov,
n miotn Tou g0l kot SevtEPOV, N armotia Tou Aaol Tou
O¢eou.

O Aao¢ mpoosuxeTal kot Sinyeital tn dLabnkn otL 0 Oeog
pall toug péow tou APpadyp, kot eime: "Og€ pou, rpoouv
KAAOC pall pag, akoun kot 6tav Katefrnkape otnv Aiyunto
okhaBwpévol. NMpoosuxnOnKape yla AUTPwWaon Kal E0TELAEG
évav eheuBepwtn, Mwuon Metd TIg TANYEG, XWPLOEG TNV
EpuBpd Odlacoa, Kol TEPTIATACOUE AMEVAVTL O €npo
£€6adoc. Metd £€6woeg otoug avBpwmoug pog tpodn Kot
VEPO KOl Uo¢ Tpootdteec amo toug exBpolc. Oeg, pag
£kaveg KaAo». Mwg avtamnokpiBnkav autol ol GvBpwrol o
outn TNV KahoolLvn; « AAQ auTol Kal oL TIPOTATOPES TOUC
gywav alaloveg kal okAnpotpayxnlol kat Sgv umdkouvoav
TIC eVvIOAEG oou. ApvnBnkav va akoUoouv Kol Oev
BupnOnkav Ta Bav pata oU £KAVEG AVAUESA TOUG. Eylvav
okAnpotpayxnAol kat, otnv e€€yepaor] Touc, StopLoav apxnyo
Kal SLEtaav va emotp€Pouv otn okAaPLA Toug, aAAd oV
eloal Oed¢ mou cuyxwpel, EAENUWY Kol OTIAAXVLKOG: ApyOg
0TO BUUO KoL EKTTANKTLIKOG OTNV QY Arn.

O kUKAo¢ emavaAappavetal Eava Kal Eava oToug oTiXoug
19 €wg 25. O AvBpwmoL MPooeVXOVTAL YLA TO TTOCO KAAOG
Atav o Oed¢ peTd amd autd. Adou Ttoug odnynoes otnv
€PNUO, NV abrvoVTOG KAV TOL TTATIOUTOLA KALL TOL pOUXO TOUG
va $Bapolv. Tote, OTav UnnKav otn Xavadyv, Toug E6woeg
BaoW\ela petd amd Pacleia. Toug €dwoeg va TOUV
ninyadia mou Sev £okaav. Toug £6woeg va pave apmela
ard autd tou dev putePav. Toug Swoate omitia va {fjoouv
Tou Sev éxtioav. Otg pou, noouv amioteuta KOAOC!

AMOQ T0Te WG avtedpaoe MAAL 0 kOopog; "AMG Atav
OVUTTAKOUOL KOl EMAVOOTATNOAV evavtiov cou. ERBalav to
VOUO OOU Tiow amd TNV TMAATN TOUG, OKOTWOOV TOUC
TMPOodATEG COU TOU TOUC E€ixov VouBetel yla vo Toug
eruotpePouv os céva. Ekavav ¢piktec PAaodnuisg. Etol
TOUG MaPESWOEC 0TOUC EXOPOUG TOUG TTOU KATASUVACTEU AV
AMOG 6tav katamiéotnkay, os dwvolay, amnd ToV oupavo
TOUG AKOUOEG KAL LE TN LEYAAN OOU CUUMOVLA, TOUG ESWOEG
omeAeUBEPWTEG IOV TOUC €0wWOaV amo Ta XEPLA TWV
exBpwv TOUG. MOAL OpWG EekoupAOTNKAY, QUTOL TIAAL
€KOVEC O,TL NTAV KOKO OTd MATIO O0oU- TOTE TOUC
eyKOTEAEWPEC Ot Xépla Twv €XOpwv TOUCG, WOTE va
KUPLAPYXNOOUV TIAVW TOUG Kol Otav ot ¢wvalav &ava,




other stay that way, but to do what's hard for their
betterment.

Nehemiah closes with a warning that Judah hadn't
gone into captivity originally because of inadequate
defenses. She went into captivity because of
inadequate obedience. Her problem when Babylon first
came down and took her over was not that she didn't
have a big enough wall. But she didn't have a big
enough commitment to God. That's the message of
Nehemiah. That's the essence of revival.
Don't misunderstand what we've studied. Our God doesn't
want our isolation. He doesn't want us withdrawn from this
world. You can't be salt and light if you are not out there
amongst folks. But He wants our consecration so that when
we move among the world, we change the world. Let's
learn the lesson that they kept forgetting.
If you have never come to Christ and obeyed the
gospel, I've got great news for you. That's not a re-do
or a renovation. That's a whole new construction
project. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, "If anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old is gone, the new
has come!" Galatians 2:20 says, "You don't even live
anymore as you have died to sin. Christ lives in you."
The good news is you are a brand new life, a new
heart, and the power of God's spirit will live in you.
That is a freshness and a wholeness that has no
comparison.
Steve Flatt Amazing Grace Lesson #1335 October 12, 1997

akoloate and tov oupavox. (évavtl 26-28a) «Kal pe tn
OUMTOVLIA O0U, ToUG TtapESwoeg kaBe dopax. (5. 28PB)
BAémelc T ocupPaivel edw; MNpoomabrioate moteé va
OYKOALAOETE €va LwpO ToU Sev BeAE va To ayKOALACOUV;
INKWoOTE TMOTE €va Ppédog kal to Bpédog va okAnpUVeL
TNV TAAQTN KoL VO TO TIETAEEL TIiow HE TETOLO TPOTO; Aev
nBelav aut tn otopyn; AutO akplpwg CUVEBN UE TO
lopanA. Avetdptnta amnod To oo oAU poomabnoe o Oeog
va &ei&el tnv ayamn Tou kat th ¢povrtida Tou, o lopanA
OMEKPOUCOE Kal eEmavaotatnoav. Mnv napeényeite. Autn n
npooevyxn O6ev  elvat pa  opada EBpaiwv  mou
OUYKEVTPWVETAL TOV 50 atwva Tt.X. TPoohEPOVTAG ATAWG
pla Alota pe amluta ylo toug tpoyovoug touc. Oy, autol
oL omaopévol avBpwrol éleyav, «Eipaote mpoiov pLog
ETIOVAOTATLKAG KoL OAQ{OVIKAG KATAYWYNRG KoL EXOUME TNV
OLKOYEVELOKN OMOLOTNTA.

Avti va pHAdE yLa TOUG TPO-TIPONATUTOUSEC, UMALVOUV OTO
Ty vidL oL A£EeLg epel, To SLIKO PG Kol EUELG. «2e OAa boa
Ho¢ ouvéBnoav, RoouV SIKALOG, EVEPYNOATE TIOTA EVW
epeic kavape AdBog». (€6. 33) "Elpnaote Soulol onuepa,
okAdBol oTn yn mou SwoaTE 0TOUG TPOTIATOPEC LG YLa VA
dave Toug KapPmoug TNG Kal Ta GAAO KaAQ TToU TtapayeL.
AOYyw TwV apoptiwv pag, n adbovn codeld tng mnyaivel
oTouc BactAladeg ou pog faAate . KuBepvouv to owpatd
pog kot ta fooeldn pag onwg 6€houv. Elpaote og peydain
otevoxwpla." (6. 36)

Av 6ev Bupaote tinota, va to BuUAOoTE AUTO, N TPOCEUXN
oag 8ev mpémel va eival cUUPOALK TIPOCEUXH OAAQ
TMPOOEVX amd MO CUVIETPLUMEVN KOL CUVTETPLUUEVN
Kapdld kol pualo. Xwpig SwkoatoAoyieg i aAAoBL povo
e€opoAdynon kat kpauvyn yla €Aeod. Eival aAnBela ot to
BLBALo Tou Neepia bev adopd LOVO TNV OAVOLKOSOWNGCT EVOG
telyoug, w, €tol Eekivnoe. MpoKeLTal yLa tnv avolkodounon
avBpwnwv. O Neeguiag, evw Pplokotav otnv Mepoia,
QKOUGE €L6N0N YLOL TNV EPEUTWHEVN KATAOTAON TOU TEIXOUG
YUpw armo tnv lepoucainy. ‘HOeAe va mael kel kal va to
Eavaytioel, aANGd aquTtO TOU TpOyUATIKA NBeAe va
Eavaytioel NTav £vag Aaog.

To teiyog eixe Eavaytiotel. O KOOUOC Sev TpoceUXETAL «OE
pHou, To TPOPBANUA paC ATav OTL elape KAk ApuUvaY.
AvtiBeta, mpooeuyovtay "Ot€ pou, To MPOPANUA pog ATav
OTL elyape Kakr umtakon. Og¢, kataAaBaivoupe OtTL eipooTte
£6w Tou elpaote eneldn Auaotav autol mou Apaoctay."”
Autd ntav madld tou Ool tn¢ MaAaldg Atadnkng. Mota
glvol n epappoyn OAwv autwv ota matdld Tou ol TNC
Néag Awabnikng Méxpl éva ATOMO va OTAUATACEL va
Swatoloyel, va otapatiosl va nailel to matyvidl euBuvwv
Kal va Selyvel To SAXTUAO yLot OAEG TLG TIEPLOTACELG TOU Kol
va ptaocel oto onpeio va cuvipifetal kat va meL: "Exw
OLAPTHOEL EVWTILOV TOU OgoU Kat yU' autd n {wn Hou eivat
o€ xao¢" pnopel dev unapyel Beparneia. AMAG Sev pmopw!
Autn n mpooeuyn eival n wotopia tou lopanA. Mola elvat n
Lotopia cou? Mmnopeic va eicatl TG00 €MKPVAG yla TNV




Lotopia oou 600 ot lopanAiteg yla t Sikr| Toug; Yapxouv
TIOAAEG LoTopieg. MATWG N oTopla oag amopplmtel Thv
EUYEVIKN TIpoodopd cwtnplag Tou Oeou yla xpovia; Na
KaBeoal pe Tov 81kd oou aAalovikd TPOTOo, Vo OKEDTEDL
OTL Oa kKAvw O,TL BeAw, otov BEAW Kot av BeAw. Qotdoo, o
@eb6¢ efakolouBel va oou bivel eukalpieg, peTd amo
guKalplo, PHETA amo sukalpla. Auth eival n wtopla cou;
Elval n wotopia oag va entotpédete otov Oed pe dakpua;
Mpayuatikd cuykvnBnkate otav entotpéPate kovta Tou,
oANG KaBw¢ unveg, eBSouadec, LEPEC KAl lowg Alyeg povo
wpec apyotepa, duyate ava pakpld. KabBwg koltdlete
niow otn Iwn oag, o KUKAOG ocag £xel emavaindBOet
TIEPLOCOTEPO amod toug lopanAiteg; Qotdoo, o O HTav
Tiavta kel TNV emopevn dopd mou Ba enotpéPate. Mool
and €00¢ €xete {NoeL yl Xpovia WG XpLotiovol
XOopoUA£EovVTOg;

Kdvete TIC KWNAOEL;, TPOOEVUXEOTE TIC OUMPBOAIKEG
TIPOOEUXEC, dopdte aUTO To TAATU XapoyeAo, alla EEpete
otL eBdopdda pe tnv eBdopdda Sgv UTIAKOUTE KAV OTNV
TPWTN €VIOAN; QOTO00, TOTE, LA TTOTE SEV OE ONMETUYXE.
Zépete OTL OMAoOL £€XOUPE Ml lotopia, o KaBévag poag.
EmutpéPte pou va oag nw OTL N otopla Kavevog dev elval
oUTO Mo Ba émpene va eival. To epwtnua ivatl ylati otn
yn HOC OVEXTNKE 0 Oedg; H mpaypatikotnta gival, onwg
oupBaivel pe toug lopanAiteg, moapolo mou Tov £Xoupe
amoyontelosl TOAAEG, TIOAAEC opeég, Oev pag Exel
armoyonteVOEL TIOTE.

Zépelg Tl elval apoptio; H eBpaiki A&En yla Tnv apoptio
onuaivel «xavw to onuad». Nopilw otL oL meplocdtepoL
amd €UAC XAVOUUE To onuadt écov adopd tnv avtiAnyn
HOg yla Tnv opaptia. OL MeEPLOCOTEPOL ATO  EUAC
TULOTEVOUHE OTL N apapTia eival n mapapiaon evog kavova.
Asv viwBoupe TOAU dAoxnua ywa outod ylati oMot
napaBralouv kavovec. OL kavoveg elval dTaypévol yla va
napaPlalovral. wotd? Aev eival mepiepyo mou Oev
aloOavopaote évoyol yla tnv apaptia. H apaptia Sev eivat
KaTtd KUpLo Adyo mapapioon evog kavova. H apaptia sivat
TPWTIOTWG TO OTIAGLUO TNG KOPSLAC TOoU povadikol Tou Sev
HOg €XEL YUPLOEL TIOTE TNV TMAATN Kol 8V €XEL KAVEL TIOTE
Timota GAMo mopd kaAd ywo gpdg. Otav o NtélBr
ouvelbnromnoinoe otLn kapdLd tou ovouoe. Otav o NETpog
£(6e OtL Sev eixe mapaPei £vav kavova, aANd Lo poyLopEVn
kapdLd, Tote Nrav mou Pynke £€w kat ékAae. Exete €otw
Kal pa popd omoopéva aAnBwvd svwmiov tou Kupiou;
MéexpL va eiote, dev yvwpllete mpaypotikd tov Koplo.
Kamolol amd e€0d¢ pmopel va to £xete MOAAEG OpEC.
Mepikol amo €0d¢ UMOpel va PNV TO E£XETE yla TOAAQ
Xpovla,

2. AvaldPete mpoowrtk euBUvN yLa TNV apoptia oag.
EAdte otov KUplo MOpOKOAWVTAC KOl TIOPAKAAWVTOG
"Kuple, elpal edw mou eipal ylati AUouv kel TOU AHOUV.
Elvar 8wk} pou €uBuvn." Akouco plo Lotopia ylo pio




NALKLWUEVN Kupla. Htav anAwg pa ypadikr ulmdAAnAog o
OAn NG TN {wn Kol iYe AMOTAULEVOEL TA XPNUOTA TNG OLYA
olya Kal ixe dTLaLeL Eva auyo dwALAG. TeAKa, sixe dtdaoel
otn ouvtaén Kat, Wou, évag emidé€log mwANTN¢ pbe otnv
TOPTA TNG KAl TNV UTIOXPEWOE va emevdUoeL OAa TG Ta
XPNHOTA TNG o€ KATolo mpoypappa «fly-by-night». Eduye
and TNV MOAnN, ekelvn €xaoce O,TL eixe. Avaotatwuevn yu'
oUTO, TnAedwvnoe otov AoyLoTH TG, £vav avOpwro mou
EUTULOTEVOTAV Ylot XPOvia, OIVoVvTAG TNG OLKOVOWLKEG
oUMPBOUAEC mou mavta AduBove. Tnv AKOUOE Kol €lme:
«latl dev pe mnApeg TNAédwvo Tpv TAPELS AUTA TNV
anodaon;» Eine, «Aev oou tnAedwvnoa ylati pofopouy
OtL Ba pou €Aeyeg va PNV TO KAvw». ZE€pelg TL1? Autol
elpaoTe Kol 0 Oedq. Aev €xoupe mepumAavnBel and tov Ogd
Aoyw ayvolag. N'vwpiloupe to BEAnUA Tou. M'vwpiloupe tov
Aoyo Tou. Aev B€éhoupe va £pBoupe kovta Tou yioti
E&poupe OtTL av o KAvouue dev Ba pag adnoel va £xoupe
Tov 8IKO pag Tpomo. O£Ael va akolouBrooupe to Spopo
Tou kalL 6ev Béloupe va TO aKoUOOUMPE auTO. Ag
napadextolpe anAwg «Oeg pou, dtaiw eyw». «Av molue
OTL Sev €xoupe apaptia, e€QMATAUE TOV €AUTO LOG KoL N
alnBeta Sev sival péoa pog». (1 lwdvvn 1:8) Tetpdywvo
HEXPL AUTO. MV KATNYOPE(ITE TN UNTEPA COC 1) TOV MATEPA
ooc, to adeviikd oag N KATOloV otnv eKkAnoia. Eivat
opaptia cou, tedeia! Mapadéfou to. Ag mapadextoUue
ar\weg «Oeg pou, Ppraiw eyw». «Av ToUUE OTL SEV £XOUUE
opaptia, e€amaTtape Tov EQUTO PaG Kal n aAnBela dev sival
péoa poc». (1 lwavvn 1:8) Tetpaywvo pEXPL auTO. Mnv
KOTNYOPELTE TN UNTEPA OOC N TOV MATEPO GG, TO ADEVTLKO
o0¢ N kamolov otnv ekkAnota. Eival apaptia cou, teleial
MNapadegou to. Ag apadextouue amAwg «Og€ pou, dpraiw
Eyw». «Av TTOUHE OTL eV EXOUUE QUAPTLA, EEATIOTALE TOV
€0UTO Hag Kal n aAnBeia Sev eival péoa pog». (1 lwavvn
1:8) Tetpaywvo HEXPL AUTO. Mnv Katnyopsite Tn pUNtépa
00C N ToV MOTEPA 0aG, TO adeviikd oag I KATOLOV OTNV
ekkAnota. Elval apaptia oou, teheia! Mapadéfou To.

3. EKTIHAOTE TNV KAAOGUVN Kal TNV Ttiotn tou Otol.

OL EBpaiot mpoosuynbnkav. "OAa auTd TOU MOC
ouvéBnoav, noaotav Sikalol. EXete evepyrosL TILOTA EVW
kavape AaBog." (Neeulog 9:33) Edav 6ev umopeite va
npoosuxnBbeite oaut) TNV Tmpooeuxn, Oev  elote
ouvtetpLupévol. Av Sev pmopeic va melg, "Osé pou, tinota
armd OAa autd Sev givat S1kd oou Aabog. Evépynoec mLota,
kavape AaBog". O lopanAiteg imav to 6o mpdyuo mou
elne o AaBid otov Wahuod 51, "Oeg pou, €xelg Siklo, eyw
Kavw AdBo¢. Eou eloal o motdg eyw elpal autdg mou
aBétnoa tnv undéoxeon."

4. ZnTtroTe cuyXWPESN HEOW TOU aipatog Tou Xplotou.

To mpOBAnUa oTNV KOUATOUPA Hag (vVOL OTL TILOTEUOUHE OTL
Sev XpelalOLOOTE TILOL CUYXWPEDN, KAl AV XPELO{OMAOTE, TN
XpelalOpaote pHOVO amo TOV €0UTO HaG. APAPTAVOUUE




gvavtiov Ttou OsgoU KAl wOTOoo, UToBEtoupe OTL
anodaciloupe mwg va to Slopbwooupe. Auto Ba Tav oav:
Ag ToUE OTL 00 KOl EYW €lyOe Yila €vtovn culitnon mou
e€elixyBnke oeg kauvyd. 1600, otevoxwpnbnkeg TOAU,
TIETAXTNKEG KAl We ypovBokomnosg otn pUtn. Elpal
EKTTIANKTOC TIOU TO €KaVeG OUTO, aAl\d oe Alya Aemrtq,
ETUOTPEPELG Kal Aeg, "Aev &£pw TL Pe OUVEPRN. OéAW va
EEPELC OTL £XW CLUYXWPNOEL TOV EQUTO HOU KOl ELpOL EVTAEEL
twpa." Evag mapatnpntig tpexel kat Aéel: «To €ida 6Ao
0lUTO, KOl O€ €XW CUYXWPNOEeL emiong». Twpa molo gival To
MPOPANUa pe autd; Eipalt o mpooPePAnuévog. Ymapyet
KATIOlo0 pOAO Tou mailw o 6Ao auto. AANA otn olyxpovn
KoUAtoUpa pag ol avBpwrmol nmapaBialouv tov Adyo tou
Oeol, Tou payilouv TtV Kapdld KAl PETA avalntouv
KOOoWLKN Bepameia kal oupBouleuTik TTou AéeL OTL elpal
evtalel, slool KaAd, omoTe ag to ExAcOUUE OAoL. Metd
ovVapWTLOUVTAL YLOTL aloBdvovTtal akopa €VoxoL Kot AdeLoL.
H amndavtnon eival amAn: 8ev €xouv TdeL TTOTE oToV O€0,
QUTOV TIoU TIPOaERalav.

Otav évog Xplotiavog eival omacpévog, Tweg Aappavet
ouyxwpeon; "EAv LoxupLloToUE OTL ELLOOTE XWpIC apopTia,
e€amaTape TOUG EAUTOUC HaG Kal n aAnBela Sev eival péoa
pog. EGv opoloyoUpe TIG apaptieg pag, ival motog Kot
Sikaog kat Ba pHag cuyXWPErOoEeL TLG AUOPTIEG pag Kot Ba pag
e€ayvioel ano kabe adikia." (1 lwavvn 1:8-9) «Ayamntd
pou maldld, oag to ypddw QUTO yla va [NV auapTHOETE.
AMG av KATTOLOG OUAPTIOEL, £XOUME £VavV TIOU UIAQ OTOV
MNatépa mMpo¢ UMEPAOTILON HaG, Tov Inool Xplotd tov
Sikato. Eival n e€lhewtikn Buoia yla TG apaptieg pag, Kat
OXL MOVO YL TLG SLKEG MG, AAAG KL yLa TLG opapTieg 6Aou
ToUu KOopou». (1 lwavvn 2:1-2) Napadéfou TNV evoxr NG
apaptioag oou otov Ogd. "Exw apaptiost. Twpa o Oed¢ oou
e€opoloyoupal, os apakaAw, KABAPLOE e OTO Aipa TOU
Incou."

O ABpadp AltvkoAv Ntav €€w otnv €€oxn KLa LEPA Kal EVOC
TIEPAOTLKOG NPBOe e To KapOToL Tou. O AlvkoAv oTapdtnos
Tov avtpa kot eime: "Kiple, pmopeite va MApeETe TO
navwdopt pou otnv moAn;" O cuvtpodog eime, "Aomoy,
outo dev Ba NTav mpoPAnua. AAQ TIWE OKOTIEVETE va TO
napete miow;" O Aivkolv eime, "Auto bev Ba eival
TiPOPANUA. ZKoTELW Vo Peivw og auTo." Av mpoKeLtal va
¢dtaocouvpe otov Mapdadeloo, mpénel va vtuBol e Pe TOV
XpLoto. (FaAdrteg 3:27) EGv mpokeLtol va GpTACOUUE OTOV
Mapadeloo, Mpémel va peivoupe pe ta polxa Tou Xplotol.

‘Evag Daploaiog kal TeAwvng, Kal ot duo loudaiot madid
Tou O¢eoV, mpoaceuyovtayv oto vao. O Kuplog pag eine 6tL o
Qaploaiog €dwoe pia Alota e To ylati ATav 1000 KAAOG
TUTog Aéyovtag "Kuple, Sev xaipeoal mou ipot oto MAeupd
oou;" AAG ekeivog 0 TeAwvng, €vag pOPOELOTIPAKTOPOC
XTUmnoe to otBog tou Kal eine: "KUple, eAéncE pe ToOV
opaptwAo!" O Inooug elne, «O teAeuTaiog NTav mou épuye
omd ekel OSWKALWHUEVOG ETMELSH ATAV  KATECTPAUUEVOS




avBpwmog». (Aouk. 18) Eonaoce! Méoa otn cuviplpn tou,
Slekdiknoe tn dUvapun tou Inool XpLotoL ylo CUYXWPEDH.
O Oaploaiog dev ATAV MOAU OTIOCUEVOG, NTAV SIKALOG OTA
SKd tou patia. 6nA. avtobikaloc.
5. Anodeyteite TNV uMdoYECH TOU O€0U.
Auto elval Suokolo va yivel ylatl o Zatavag, o maAlog
Katryopog, adol £xoupe cuvtpiel kat adou dexBrikape
TN ouyXwpeon Tou XpLotoU, pag PBupilel oto auti. «A,
olyoupa dev mioteVelg OTL 0 O0¢ Ba cuyxwpPnoeL Kal Ba
EexAoEL TOTE, OWOTA;» AUTO TIOU TIPETIEL VOL KAVETE Elval val
OVTIUETWITIOETE QUTA TA UTIOKELUEVLKO oUVALOONUATA UE
pLo EekaBapn avtikelevikn aAnBela tou Adyou Tou Ogou.
Agite pePKES amod TIG UTIOOXEDELG Tou.
H «umdoxeon auvnoiog."AlotL Ba ocuyxwpnow tnv
Kakia Toug kat 8ev Ba Bupdpat Ta TLg apaptieg Toug.”
(lepepiog 31:34) Eival ekmANKTIKO yla pEva OTL £vag
TIaVToyvwotnG Oed¢ umopel va emidétel va Egxdoel.
Autn elval n "undoyeon apvnoiog”.
H «umdoyeon amoppumaviikou»."Av Kal oL auopTieg
oou eival oav KOKKIVO, Ba elval AoTtpeg oav TO XLOVL. Av
Kol KOKKIWVEG aav Buoowi, Ba eivatl cav poAAL" (Hoalag
1:18)
H «unooxson amdotacne».«0oo Hakpld sival n
avatoAr ano tn duaon, TO00 HakpLA pag €XeL adalpEoeL
TI¢ mapaBaoetg pogy. (WaAudg 103:12)
To «Babn tnc BdAaccac umdoyovial" "Oa pag
OUUTTOVECDETE Eavd. Oa MOTNOELG TIC OLAPTIEG LAC KATW
oo ta mosLa Ko Oa MeTALeLC OAEC TIG AVOULEC pOG OoTa
Babn tng BaAaccag.» (Maiag 7:19).
Aev  katoAaPaivw OAEG QUTEC TIC UTIOOXECEL. Agv
KatoAaBaivw mwe propel 0 Oed¢ va LG CUYXWPNOEL OTO
pEyeBoC ToOU TO KAvelL. AAAG TO €xw MABeL auto, sipot
OPKETA €fumvog otn {wn ToU XPNOLMOTOWW TIOAAL
npaypata mou 6ev katoAaPaivw. EEakoloubw va pnv
katoAaBaivw Tw¢ éva aepomAdvo KatePailvel amd To
£€6adocg, ala efakoloubw vo xpnowdomoww éEva. Asv
katoAaBaivw Twg eotaivel to dayntd o doupvog
HLKPOKUMATWY, aA\d Xpnollomolw &va KABe pépa. Asv
KatoAaBaivw mwe pnopet 0 Odg va e CUYXWPNOEL, aAG
To Xpnowomnoww kaBe pépa. Steve Flatt Amazing Grace
M&Bnua #1333, 28 Yemteuppiov 1997

Kepahato 10

ANEZQ MAZ =ANA

Yripxe pla dtadnuwon oto "Business Farmer's News" oto
Scottsbluff tng Nepmpdoka kdtw and tn otnAn "Sale and
Trade". H dladnuion €éheye "Oa avtaAAdfw £va Aeuko
vudkd, péyeBog 16, mou Odev ¢dopébnke ToOTE. Oa
avtaAddooetal pe €va mepiotpodo 38 SlapeTpnpdtwy.”
Twpa dev &pw TNV LOoTopia, AAAG KATA KATIOLO TPOTO,




uroPlalopal OtL ta Tpaypato 6ev e€eAixyBnkav OMWG

AATLE KATOLOG.

H Bi{BAoc eival T000 €ALKPLVAC YLO TOV TPOTIO TIOU £XOUV Ta.

nipayuata. Mapte yla napadetypa to BipAio tou Negpia. O

Neeplag eixe kdBe sukalpia va tehewwoel to BLPAlo Tou pe

g€vav uPnAo, BeTIKO KOl EUTUXLOUEVO TPOTto. ANG n Twn

otV paypatikotnta dev sival €tol. O Aadg Tou Oeol dev

HEVEL oTNV Kopudn Tou Bouvod.

O Neepiag unnpétnoe wg kuPBepvAtng cuVoAka 12 xpovia

META TNV avolKoSOUNoN TOU TELXOUG KAL TNV OITOKOTACTOON

Tou AaoU. Onwg elxe umooxeBel otov Aptaépén,

enéotpePe otn ouvéxelwa otnv MNepoia. Alyo oapyotepa

ETUOTPEPEL 0TNV lEpOUCaAU Yl var EAEYEEL TA TTPAYUATOL.

Me tnv adLEn tou eivat coBapa anoyonteupévos. Oha éoa

elye OGouAéPel TOOO OKANPA vyl vo Ol va  E€xeL

oAokAnpwOBel, avalpébnkav. (Neepiog 13:6-7) Exete

napatnpnosl  moosg  Popéc n  avolwnipwon o

omoladnmote apéva ¢oaivetal va ofAvel, ITNV TOALTIKN

UTopel va €XETE AUTO TO HEYAAO KUMA GUVINPENTLOUOU,

neplparloviiopol 1 pa PeyaAn  avalntnon  yla

peTappuBulon tng ekotpateiag. @aivetar otL  Shol

Koupadlovtal, aM\d peta amd Alyo, oAa apyilouv va

oBnvouv kat emotpédpouv otn Souleld w¢ cuvRbwc.

OL ekKANoieg pepikéG DopEC €xouv peydAn avaBiwon kot

oMol dAgyovtal yla gBSopadeg, (OwWG Kal ylo apKETOUC

pnveg. ANG oe éva ] Vo xpovia ta meplocdtepa £XOUV

EMAVEADEL OTNV KATAOTACN OMWE ATAV TIPLV. AKOUA KAl OTN

{wN HOC EXOULE QUTEG TIG OTIYHEG. Kavoupe amodaoelg yia

v MNpwtoxpovid r SeopeVOpaoTE OTL Ta TpAypoTa Ba

elvat dladopetikd kat yiwa Alyo, BAémoupe auth TN

BeAtiwon. AAA oAU ouxvd, AmoCUPOACTE AUECWE TILOW

oto onuelo mou Auaoctav. Eivat n ¢uon tng avayévvnong

va $pBeipetal.

«Mptv amnod auto, o EALAoLB, o Lepéag, sixe teBel emikedpalng

Twv amobnkwv Tou oikou tou Beol pag. Hrtav oteva

ouvbebepévog pe tov ToBla kal Tou eixe mapaywpnoeL éva

HEYAAO SWUATLO OV TAAALOTEPA XPNOLUOTIOLOUCE YLoL TNV

armoBnkeuon TwWv PoodopwV CLTNPWV KAl Tou BuULEUATOC

Kal tou vaoU. £(6n kal emiong ta 6ékata amod outnpda,

KalvoUpyLo kpaot kol AdSL tou opiotnkay yla Toug Aguiteg,

Toug PaAteg Katl Toug Bupwpoulg, KaBwg Kal TG lodopES

yla Toug Lepeic. AANAG evw OAa auTd cuvEBaivay, Sev nUouv

otnv lepoucalnu. Tati to tpLdvta Seltepo £T0C TOU

Aptagépén, tou BaotAd tng Bapulwvog, sixa emotpédel

otov Bacild. Aiyo apydtepa, {Atnoa tnv AdsLd Tou Kal

enéotpea otnv lepoucaAnu. ESw épaba yLa To Kako mou
elxe kavel o EAlGoLp mapéyxovrag otov ToPia éva SwHATLO

0TV AUAN Tou oikou tou o OEOZ poac." (Negpiog 13:4-7)

AOyoL yla Toug omoioug avaPLwvouy.

1. OL avBpwrol kaAAlepyoUv AdBog cuvtpodoug. Npooete
tov Eliashib. ‘Htav évag eykoopiog kot ¢Adédofoc
opxLEPEQC TToU Bplokotav xaunAd 6co o Neguiog ntav
kovtd. MNpodavwg, dev ATav peyahog BaUUAOTAC TOU




Neegpia kot Slaitepa tNg €EWTEPLIKNAG TIOALTIKAG TOU
Neepia. Quudote 6tL oL SU0 KUpLoL exBpol Tou Neegpia
o€ O0An T dadpopn NTav o ZavPpalat, o Opwvitng, Kot
o ToBlag, o Apovitng. Otav o Negpiog emiotpédel atov
Aptagépén, o EAldolB Snuioupyel n amokablota pla
oxéon pe tov ToPia. O otixog 4 avadépel «Tuvdeotav
otevd e tov ToBlaw. O otiyog 5 avadépel «Tou
€TOlUOOE aKOUN Kol éva SwUATIo». e OAa Ta HEPN,
oKpBWG eKel 0TO vao. BAEMETE, €KelvEG TIG UEPEG, O
olko¢ Tou OeoU evwbnke pe BaAdpoug, Ueyala
SWHATLA, TTOU CUXVA KpatoUoav oltnpa KaL OKEUN Ko
okeun Aatpelag. O Eliashib, o Apxlepéag, eine, "Aouov,
ag"

O Neeploag eine 6tav €puabe ylo AUtV TV KOTAOTAON:
"Huouv moAl Sucapeotnuévog Kol TETaLo OAa Ta
OLKLOKA €(6n Tou ToBla €w amod 1o dwuatio. Edwoa
eVIoAn va koBapicouv ta SwUATIO Kol PETA £Bala
€ava og auTA Tov e€OMALOUO TOU 0ikou Tou g0V LIE TIG
npoodopég ortnpwv kot Bupiopa." (€6.8) O Neeguiag
KaTAAoBe apEOWG TNV EMLPPON TIOU £iXe AUTO O OAn
v lepoucalnp. EBAene otL auth Atav n Bactkn attia
yla tTnv oAloBnon otnv avafiwaor touc. MNpémel va
paBboupe MwG va BUPWVOUHE E TOL CWOTA TIPAYUATA,
HE TG Pabutepec autiec. Elpot EKMANKTIOG TWG OL
Xplotiavoi Ba tapalovtal yLo TPAYHOTA TIoU E(valL TOCO
OOAMOVTO KAl ayvooUV amoAUTwE Toug nBLkoug Kot
TIVEUMOTIKOUG KOPKIVOUG TIOU KATAOTPEDOUV TG {WEG
Mg Kot TG {weg Twv maldwy pag. O Neegpiag elbe
Baoikn attio koL Tou eTUTEDNKE. Agv empokeLto va I oel
pe To AdBog o€ €va UEPOG TTOU XTLOTNKE YLaL TO CWOTO.
Etol, maipvel 0Aa ta EmumAa, T METAEL 0TO SPOUO Kall
Aéel: «Eyw kaBaploa to dwudtior. (€6.9) H efpaikn
AEEN ekel onualvel «to uTtokamviotnke». Asev ROeAe T
Suowdia tou Tofia TpyVpw. Etol, Ta eixe adalpéost
OAa. AkoUyetal duvatd, ala ocuveyiote va SlaBalete
Kal Oeite 6Ao TO Kakd Tou yevvnBnke amd évav
avBpwrmo cav tov Tobiah va aveBaivel og éva pépog

ETUPPONG.

2. O kbéopoc otapdtnoe va cuvelodépel. "Epada emiong

OTL oL Hepideg mou eiyav avatebel otoug Aguiteg Sev
Toug eiyav 60Bel. Kar oMol oL Asuiteg kaL ot
TPAYOUSLOTEC TTOU ATav UTELBUVOL YLaL TLG UTINPECLEC
elyav emiotpéPel ota ywpddla Touc. Etal, ememinéa
TOUG afLWUOTOUX0UC KAl Toug pwtnaoa: "Tatl O oikog
Tou O=oU mapapeAndnke;» (6. 9-10) Eva onuadL ot
n oavalwnupwon elval actparmaio sival otav ot
avBpwrmol Bplokouv KATL GAAO va KAVOUV HE Ta
XPNHOTA TOUG aVTL VoL TNPOUV TLG UTTOCXECELG KOlL TLG
Seopevioelc Toug va dwaoouv otov Oed. Autd eival
navta éva onuadt otL n avaBiwon PBpioketal oto
Tiiow pépog.




«Ekelveg TIC NuEpEeC, elda avdpeg otov louda va matouv
matnTRpLa To ZABBATOo KAl va hEPVOUV OLTNPA Kol Vo
Ta Ppoptwvouv os yaidolpla pall pe kpaoi, otadUAla
Kal oUka kol OAa Ta dAAa ¢optia kot OAa autd ta
£depvav otnv lepoucainu to IapParto. M' avutd, Toug
nposldomnoinoca va TMouAnoouv Tpodlua ekeivn TV
nuépa: Avépeg amo tnv Tupo mou lovoav oThv
lepoucahnu £depvav  Papla kot  kaBe eidoug
EUMOPEVATO KOL T TTOUAOUGAV OtV lEpoucOAAl TO
ZaBBarto otov Aaod tou lovda. emMENANEA TOUG EVYEVEILG
Tou louda kat elna og autoug: "TL eival auTo to movnpo
TPAYUA TIOU KAVETE, PBePnAWVETE TNV nUEPA TOU
ZapBatou. OL mpomdtopég oag Sev ékavav ta (Sl
TMPAYUATA, WOTE 0 Ogd0¢ pog £depe OAN aAuTH TN
OUHGOPA EMAVW HOC KAl O aUTAV TNV TIOAN; Twpa
TIPOKaAEite meploodtepn opyrn evavtiov Tou lopanA
BeBnAwvovtag to afPBarto» (Nee. 13:15-18).

Twpa, kamolwo¢ uropel va mel, "lowg ol avBpwmol
otapdatnoav vo 6lvouv Aoyw Kkakng nyeoiag. O
EAldowun ntav o apylepéag Kot eixe dépel tov ToPia
otov vao. lowg, amAwg Aéve OTL Sev MPOKeLTAL Vol
Swooupe yla 600 Slaotnua TETOlOU €idoug KAKO n
oxéon ouveyiletaw. Opweg, avefdptnta ano tov Aoyo,
oL Aeulteg Kol Ol UMNPETEG TOU vaol EMPETE va
eykataleipouv TO vad Kal va EMOTPEPOUV OTIC
bappeg Touc. Enperne va Bpouv TPOTO va EMBLWOOUV.
Ave€aptnta and tov AOyo TToU 0 vaog apapeAnOnke
YLOTL 0 KOOUOC SeV EBLVE.

O 0Oe0¢ &pel povo moon Souheld Sev yivetal os
LepAmooToAlkd Tedla KAl O KOWOTNTEG O OAO TOV
KOopo efautiag autou mou Sev Sivetal oto €pyo Tou
Kuplou amd avBpwmnoug mou BOa Empeme—Toug
Xplotiavouc. Eva amd ta oxOALla mou £xw akoUoEL OAA
QUTA Ta XpOVia Kol €ival to TMaAld GAAoBL, «Agv
oupdwvw mavta pe autd mou amnodacilouv ol
peyoAUTEPOL Kal 8ev cuUdWVW TIAVTO UE QUTO TIOU
KNPUTTEL O LEPOKNPUKAG, OMOTE TOPOKPOUTW TN
ouvelodpopd pour». O Neepiog SnAwoe OTL To 6£KOTO
TOUG NTOV UTIOXPEWTLKO £ilTE oL NYETEC ATAV Kavol va
elvol nyéteg eite ox.. Mapepmumtoviwg, dev Atav. O
Neepiag elme OtTL £XELC UTTOXPEWGN EVWTTLOV TOU OtoU
va umootnpilelc tov vao avefdptnta amoé To TL
okédreoal.

Nopilw otL pia amd T peyaleg mapeénynoelg petal
Tou AaoU Tou Oeol eival OtL n mpoodopd elval
ouvaptnon tng xpnUatodotnong tg ekkAnolag. OtL o
AOyoGc mou o 0Oed¢ evowpdtwoe to 6000 ATAV
OKPLBWE QUTH N HUIKPA TIPAKTIKN ovAayKn Tou av &gy
Swooupe, n ekkAnola Ba Enpemne va KAeloel. AuTo eivat
vehoio! To va ivelg Sev onuaivel xpnuatodotnon tng
ekkAnolag. O Oed¢ umopel va Xpnuatodotnoel v
ekkAnota. Exel ta Booeldn og XiAloug Addoug. O Oeo¢
MTopel va kavel O,TL BéAel eite dwoarte pia Sekapa eite




oxt. To va O&ivelg eivat va euhoyelg T (wWEG Twv
avBpwnwv. O Adyog eival otL eival évag Selktng tng
TPOTEPALOTNTAG oag. O Oed¢ E€pel OTL eival €vag
KaBaplopog tng KapdLag oou. «Omou sivat o Bnoaupog
oou, ekel Ba eival kot n kapdld cou». Katd Kamolo
TPOMo, n BiBAo¢ gival To Mo MveupaTLKO £yypado mou
Katéxete. AMA €va aAho BiBAio oag eival emiong éva
Tveupatikd BLBAio. Eival to BLBALGplo emttaywv oog.
Omovu ki av Balelg tov Bnoaupod cou,

JupBiBalave toug oylaopEVouC. Ekkoopikevav Ta
ZapPara. Eixe pOALS yivel pia GAAN pépa. Agv uTtapxeL
TIMOTO KOKO HE TNV EMIXELPNUATLKA SpooTnpLoTnTa, Kall
Oev eival kako va Byalelg éva Soldplo, va Byalelg
kéPSo¢. To MPOPANUa elval va maipvoupe KATL TTOU O
Oeb¢ amoKaAEL «AyLO» KoL VA TO aVTLUETWT{OUE oav
va €lval acnpovto, ooV VO UNV UTIAPXEL Timota
dlaitepo og auTo. TUpdPwva pe to Nopo tou Mwuon,
0 O£0¢ eine: «OEA\w va tpnbel to 2apPato Lepo». O
KOOHOC TO QVTLUETWITLOE AV Uia GAAN pépa.

O 0ebg BEAeL oplopéva Tipaypata va adlepwvovTol
otn {wn HaG KAl 0VAOTOTWVETOL OTOV TO EUTEAI{OUE.
Mo mapadetypa: Fapog. Av UTIAPXEL KATL LEPO Kal LEPO
yla Tov O€0, auto sival o yapoc. To anokalel Stabrkn
Kal xpnolpomolel aut tn Aé€n moAl pe dedw. O
Inoouc pwtnBNKe, «yLa OOV AOY0 UMOPEL KATOLOG va
adnoel tov oUVTPodO Tou HakpLd;» Anavinoe «la Tt
HIAAG; Aev €xete SlaBaoel and tnv apxn o Oeog Toug
£€KOVE HLo oapka; Nwe xwpllelg pa oapka;» Opwg, ot
avbpwrol adrvouv TOUG OUVTPODOUG TOUC KaTA
XWALASEG KABE pépa, KATIOLOL YLol Ao MOVTOUG AGYoUG
EVW OGAOL TO KAvouv €mewdn €vag olVTPodOg
OQVTLUETWTTLE TOV YAHO WG KATL Q0T LAVTO.

Oa pmopovoav va §0Bouv kat aAla mapadesiyparta,
OoAAG TO B€pa elval OTL aUTO ToU elval adlepwEVo i
adlepwpévo otov Oeo, dev mpémel va StakuPBeletal. e
QUTH TV TtepimTWon, TNV Kakomoinon tTng HUépag Tou
JafBdrtou, o Negpiog ékave CWHATIKEC AAAAYES YLO VL
SeL OtL NTav adlepwpévo Kat Ttapépelve £tol. «Otav ol
OTTOYEUMOTIVEG OKLEG EMECAV TAVW OTLG TIUAEG TNG
lepoucaAnu ripLv amod to XapParto, SiEtafa va kKAsiocouv
Ol TIOPTEG KOl VO LNV avoifouv PEXPL va TEAELWOEL TO
YaBBato. TomoBETnoo PEPIKES SIKEG OU OTNV TTUAN YL
va v unet ¢poptio to IapPato Mia 1 Svo dopég, ot
£UMOpPOL Kal Ol MWANTEC OAWV Twv dwv ayabwv
TEpaocav TN vuxTa £€w amo tnv lepoucaAnp, aAAd Toug
npoeldonoinoa kol Toug ima: "Moatl mepvate T vuxTa
SimAa atov toixo; Av To favakavete auto, Ba BAAw Ta
Xépla emavw oag .» (v. 19) O Negpiog eime otL pepikol
ard auToUG TOUG EUMOPOUG amodAcLoaV Vo TIEPACOUY
10 Bpadu tng Mapaockeung akpLpwe £Ew amnod Tov Toixo
Kal va BAAouV OTOV TELPACUO TOUG avBpwrmoug va
YAlotprioouv £€w katva Pwvicouv. O Negpiag eime, "e




BAETIW VO KATOLOKNVWVELG eKel €€w, BEAW amAwg va oe
EVNUEPWOW OTL av TO KAVELG Eava, Ba Byw ekel £€w Kot
Ba BaAw ta xépla mavw oou". ... «ATo Tote, dev HpBav
TiAéov to 2aBBator. (ot. 21) Balw otoixnua otL dev to0
ékavav! AvBpwrol, o Oed¢g Sev BENeL va ToakwBoU e
TIOAU, aAAG elre OTL BEAW VA TIOAEUNOETE yLO AUTO TTOU
elval adlepwpuévo mpotoU TO adroete va  yivel
QONUOVTO, TPV XACEL TNV LEPOTNTA Tou. 21) Balw
otoixnua otL 6ev 1o ékavav! AvBpwrmol, o Ogbdg dev
B£AeL va ToakwBoUuE TOAU, oAl eime OTL BéAw va
TIOAEUNOETE YLOL AUTO IOV €lval adLlEPWUEVO TTPOTOU TO
oproeTe va YiVEL AONUAVTO, TIPWV XAOEL TNV LEPOTNTA
Tou. 21) Balw otoixnua otL dev to £kavav! AvBpwrot,
0 Oe0¢ Sev BéAeL va ToakwBoUpe TMOAU, aAld eime OTL
BéAw va TIOAEUNOETE yLa AUTO Tou €ival adLlepwEVO
TIPOTOU TO adOETE va YIVEL ACAAVTO, TIPLV XAOEL TNV
LEPOTNTA TOU.

4. Aeopevtnkav oe AavBoopéveg SlaBrkeg. «EmumAéov,
ekelveg TIC Nuépeg, eiba avdpeg tou lovda mou eixav
navtpeuTel yuvaikeg amd tnv Acdws, tov ApPWY Kot
Tov Mwap. Ta pod amo ta madld toug pthovoav
yAwooa tng Acdos, 1 Tn yYAwooo evOg amo Toug GAAOUG
AaoU¢ kot 6ev néepav mw¢ va HAolv yAwooo Tou
louday. (€6. 26) Niow oto kepaAato 10, LETA TN LEYAAN
TOUG avayevvnon, omou StaPfacav Tov Adyo Tou OsoU
Kal oL avBpwrol opoAdynoav TG apoptiec toug, ot
avBpwrol £kavayv Evav OpKo KoL Tov £Ralav va ypadtel
o€ €va gyypado Kal oot tov urtéypaav. YmooxEtnkav
Tpla MPAYUATA OS QUTOV TOV YPATMTO Opko. Elmav otl
OECUEVOUOOTE ) VA ELLOOTE TILOTOL OTA SEKATA KALL TLG
npoodopEC Hag, B) va Kpatdue epn tnv Huépa tou
JafBATou Kal y) va PNV TIPOKELTOL VA TIAVIPEUTOULE
aAAo eldwAoAdtpec." Mpoogte oto Kedahato 13 otL
elyav onaocel kal ta tpia. Twpa €xouv Alya matdld mou
TPEXOUV 0TOUG SPOLOUG TIOU UIopolV
Kplotiav mpdoexe molov mavipevecol. Emopévwg, va
elote mpooekTikol pe molov Byaivete pavteBoul. Eav n
{wn oag ivat oadplepwpévn otov Oed, TOTE MAVIPEVEDTE
KAmolov Tou eival oe evteAwg SLadopeTikd UNKOG
KOpatog, {ntdate mpoPAnuata. O Adyog eival tdéc0
ortAOG. EXETE QAVTLKPOUOWEVEG oupdwviec. EXETE UL
81a0nkn pe tov Oeo Tou Aéet: «H Twn pou kal ol Ba
vivoupe évax». ANAG OTn CUVEXELQ, OV CUVAYETE pLa
81a0nkn pe kamolov GAAo Kot Tieite OtL Ba yivoupe pio
odpka, odnyovupaote otov avtiBeto 6popo. Evevrivia
evweéa GopEC OTIG EKATO, Ttou Ba kataAnéouv os peyaho
novo Kal kataotpodr. O Negpiog ibe Tov Kapmo Twv
QVTLKPOUOUEVWY  Slabnkwv Kal avtédpaoce Plata.
NOpLeG OTL HEPOBNKE ACXNUO OTOUC EUMOPOUG, SEG TOV
otiyo 25. Eime, "Toug emémAnfa kal toug £Rpila.
XtUmnoa peplkoUg amd Toug AVIPEC Kol Toug Tpapnéa
Ta HaAALA." Sev Sev xaipeoal ou oL LEYOAUTEPOL LG
8ev To kAvouv auto; "Toug £Bala va opKLoTOUV OTO




ovouo Tou OegoU Kal eima: "Aev MPEMEL va SIVETE TIG
KOPEC 0AC Of YAUO OTOUG YLOUG TOUG, OUTE va TIG
TIOVTPEVETE TIG KOPECG TOUG YL TOUG YLOUG OOLG OUTE YL
TOV €aUTO oo0C. Asv NTav Adyw yauwv Onmwg Autd
OUAPTNOE 0 20AOUWY, 0 BactAdg Tou lopanA; Metalu
TwV MOAAWV eBvwv, Sgv UTpXE BACIALAC AV KL AUTOV.
Tov ayamouaoe 0 @0 Tou Kol 0 O£0¢ Tov EKkave BaolAld
o€ OAo Ttov lopanA, aAAd akoun Ku autog odnynodnke
otnv apaptio and £éveg yuvaikes. MNpémel va akoug
TWPA OTL KOL €0V KAVELG OAN QUTH TNV TPOMEPN KOKia
Kal eloal amotog otov Oed PaG TOVTPEVOVTAG EEVEG
yuvaikeg;»». Aev ftav eéattiag yapwv oov autolg mou
OLAPTNOE 0 ZOAOP WYV, 0 BaclAlag Tou lopanA; Avauesoa
ota MoAAG £€6vn, &ev unnpxe BaclAldg oav autov. Tov
oyarnouose 0 O€0¢ Tou Kal 0 Oed¢ ToV £KAVeE BACIALA
OAou tou lopanA, aAAd akOUA KL auTOg 0dNynOnke otnv
opaptia and €Eveg yuvaikeg. Mpémel v akoUoouUE
TwPA OTL KAl E0ELG KAVETE OAN auth tn doPepr Kakia
Kal €loTe AMLOTOL OTOV O£0 pag TOVTPEVOVTOC EEVEG
YUVAIKEG;». Aev ATav efattiog yauwv coav autoug mou
OUAPTNOE 0 20AOpWY, 0 BactALAg Tou lopanA; Avapeoa
ota MoAAG £0vn, bev umnpxe BaoIALAg oav autov. Tov
ayarnolos 0 Oedg Tou Kal 0 Oed¢ Tov €Kkave BaclAld
OAou tou lopanA, aAAG akOUa KL autog 0dnynobnke otnv
opaptia and €Eveg yuvaikeg. MpeEmel vo akoUooUUE
TwPA OTL KAl £0Elg KAVETE OAN auth tn doPepn Kakia
Kol €l0Te AmIoTol oToV Oed Hag TTAVIPEVOVTAG EEVEG
YUVOLKEG; ».

Edappoyeg

1. H avaBiwon yxpewdletal mavia avavéwon. Autog o
KNALSWHEVOG amod apoptieq KOOUOC €XEL QUTO TOU
artokaAw €AEN TPOG Ta KATW. Ma MapAdELyUa, av EXETE
€va 0popdo oritt Kol To adroete evieAwg adelo, Ba
opXLoEL Olyd olyd va KOTApPEEL. AV OUTOG O KOGOG
Bplokotav oe opolopopdn kapiva, toTE Sev Ba
ouvEBatve timota, oAAG AUTOG 0 KOOUOG £XEL pia EAEN
TPOC TOl KATW. AUTO To omitL Ba katoppelosl. To (6lo Ba
oUUBel og évav KATO TIOU €XEL HELVEL OKATOOXETOC.
Aoutév, ylati va €xoupe oavaBiwon av Teivel va
dOeipetal;, O Adyog eivat Ot av  Sev  £XELG
avalwnupwon sivol 0tL dev Pvelg o 1810g, kateBalvelg,
KatePaivelg, kATw Kal KAtw. AMA kataAdBete OTL N
avaBiwon bev gival epamnag. ZoUpe og Evav KOGUO TIOU
glvol Asklaopévog amo apoptieg kat n avolwnipwaon
Ba eivol mavta og avaykn.

2. Wackte yua pwypeg otov toixo. O Negpiag €Bploke pwyUES
OXL 0ToV GUGCLKO TOix0, GAAA OTOV TIVEUATIKO TOLXO TNG
lepoucaAny. To paBnua eivat 6TL adrivovtag KATL Tou
0ev OVvNKE, TO OMOTEAECH NTOV N KATOOTPOdH.
QuunBeite OtL 6A0 QUTO Eekivnoe Otav o EALACLUT
adnoe tov ToPia va €pbel kaL va {NoeL OoTO VaoO.
Ynidpyxouv Swpdtia otnv kapdld oag omou o Tobiah €xel
eykataotabel; Exete éva Odlapo otn {wn cag Omou




anoBnkelete mpaypota mou dev avrkouv; H BipAog
pog Sibaokel otL divete otov Slafolo £va MOSL, Hovo
Eval UIKPO PEPOC yla va BAAeL €va modL, kal Ba To
petatpéPel oe oxupo. AUTOC eival o TPOMOG Tou
Aettoupyel. Wakte yla pwypég oTov TolXo oac.

3. Na elote mpdBupol va KAveTe €MIOKEVEG ypryopa. O

Neeplag 6ev OXNUATIOE KATOLOL EMLTPOTY, OpAdA
epyaoiag 1 HEAETN TEVTE HNVWV. AV CNUOLVE VO TOUG
Swwéete, va umokamnvioete tO OSWUATIO, VO TOUG
tpafnréete ta paAALd f otdnmote AAAo, To £kave! Mnv
napefnyeite, 6V OUVIOTW VO XTUTIATE QvVOPWTOUG,
oUTE va Tou¢ Ttpafate ta paAAld. Eva amd ta
peyalutepa mpoPAnpata otnv ekKAnoia onpepa sival
va unv eivat mpéOupog va avTLLETWITIOEL TNV apopTia
Kal va oa¢pnoeL TIC pwyUEG va yivovtol OAo  Kal
HEYaAUTEPEG. To VO QVTIUETWIIOELG TNV apopTio gite
otn {wn oou eite otn {wH KATOLOU TOU ayarag &g
elval eUkoho, dAAA TO va TtV MopopeAeic elval TTOAU
XELPOTEPO.
Akouoa plo lotopia ya €va HIKpd ayoplL Tou
TPAUPOTIOTNKE Kal TpaupdTios coBapd ta modla Tou.
Oa pmopolce vao elvol pLlot HOVIUN ovamnpia f pe
Beparneia, Oa pnopovoe va BeAtlwBel MARPWS KAl va
enavéNBelL o dpopua. Etol, o matépag tou SoUAsue pall
Tou Kkal SoUAeue pall Tou yla wpeg Bepameiag Kat n
BeAtiwon Atav téco apyn. To ayopdkL ou KPaTLETaL
omd TIC PAYEC TOU KAVOUV autd to modla va
S0UAEVOLV, CWPLACTNKE KoL KolTags TOV UTQUTTA TOU
Kal gime: "A, pmopna, Sev pe ayamag onwg sipay" Me
Sdkpua, o matépag ime: «Nay, yLe Lou, olyoupa val Kot
0€ Oyamw mapa TOAU yla va o€ adnow vo HELVELS
€Toy. MakdpL va ayandpe o €vag Tov GAAOV apKETA
WOTE OTAV N apapTio EXEL ELOXWPNROEL OTN (W) Hag, va
MNV adrvoupe o €vag tov GAAov va peivel €Tol, aAld
VO KAVOULE O,TL elval 8UokoAo yia tn BeAtiwaon Touc.

O Neeplog kAeivel pe pla mpostdomnoinon ot o lovdag
Sev elxe aypoAwtiotel opxKd AOYyW QVETOPKOUG
aupuvag. Mnye otnv alypolwoio AOyw avemapkoug
umakong. To MPOPANUG TNG dtav KATEPRNKE yLo TTPWTN
dopd n Bapulwva kot TV avélaBe Sev rtav OtL Sev
elxe apketd peyaho toixo. ANAG Oev eixe apKETA
peYAaAn S€opguon otov Oeo. AUTO €ival TO UAVU O TOU
Neepia. Aut sival n ovcia Tng avayévvnong.
Mnv napeényeite autd mou peletioops. O Oedc pag dev
BéAeL TNV anopdvwon pag. Asv BéleL va anocupBoU e ano
QUTOV TOV KOOMO. Aegv pmopeic va eloal alaTopEVOG Kal
avaladpog av bev eloal ekel €€w avaueco OTOUC
avBpwroug. AANG B€AeL tnv adlépwaon Hag, wWOTE OTav
KWVOUUOOTE OVAUECO OTOV KOOWO, vo aAAGEoupe Ttov
KOOHO. AG TAPOUE TO HABNUA TTOU EexvoUcayY CUVEXELQ.
Eav &ev €xete £pOeL moTE oTOV XPLOTO KOl SEV
UTTOKOUOOITE OTO EVAYYEALD, EXW UTTEPOXA VEQ YLaL




£00G. Agv IPOKELTAL yLaL €K VEOU 1) avakaivion. Auto
elval éva eVTEAWG VEO KOTOLOKEVOLOTLKO £pyo. To 2
KopwvBioug 5:17 Aéel, "Edv kamolog eivatl ev XpLotw,
elvat véo dnuoupynua. To aALo €xetL pUyeL, To VEO
NpeBe!" To edadlo Maldteg 2:20 Aéey, "Aev lelte mia
OMwC £xete mMeBAvel yla TNV apoaptio. O Xplotog Let
péoa oac." Ta kaAd véa eival OTL eloTe pia
olokaivoupyla {wn, pLa véa kapdida kat n Suvaun tou
TvelHATOG Tou Oeov Ba LeL péoa oag. Auth €ival pLa

dpeokada kal pia oAotnta ou Sev €xeL ocLyKpLoN.
Steve Flatt Amazing Grace MaBnua #1335 12 Oktwppiov 1997




